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THE FAIR PENITENT,— ^RELATIONS S&f 
ALtVATS FRIENPS^ — A SUMMONS, — ^AN^ 
A DEPARTURE. 



ON tbe fifth. day after the gaieties of 
Burfard, as they were sitting down to 
dinner, Sh* Herbert Huntley was announ- 
ced, and entered the room with that well- 
bred ease, for which he was remarkable. 

After the usual salutations, he walked 
up to the Duchess, and, holding his hatids 
in a stipplicating attitude, exclairped^ ^^if 
your' Grace, Mrs« Bloomfield, and these 
young ladies, will paitlon my late deser* 
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3 ifANtrV FlT2-Y0fiK. 

tioOi I promise in future to be found at 
my post, ^ven amidst difficulty and dan-' 
gerl But, why talk of imaginary difficult 
ties or fancied dangers ? None can surpass' 
the present! and, if I escape the fire of so 
nany brilliant eyes, I may consider myself 
invulnerable to every other shaft.'* 

** After .dinner. Sir Herbert,** replied the 
iDuchess, aflfecting much gravity, ^'you 
will be tried,'* — looking round, " not by 
your peers^ but by this peerless company, 
Vid must stand or faH by their decision.*' 
Miss FitsrYork is the principal witness 
against you, — for, having unfortunately 
promised her hand to a runaway, a deserter 
from the standard of beauty, she might 
have worn out her hours in fruitless expec- 
tation, had not your military friend arrived 
at the critical moment, when curiosity was 
on dp^toe to discover the ungaliant being, 
who could, on any occasion, leave ^ mettle 
so attractive/ " 

His Grace now made a move, that alt 
further discussion on the subject should 
cease, sinoe Sir Herbert's innocence was 



FANNY FITZ-rORK. 3 

fully established by a vpluntary sUnen* 
der. 

During thie evening promenade. Sir 
Herbert, peeing interest and curioaity 
strongly blended in Fanny's speaking £ice, 
drew her aside, and^ without circumloca* 
tion, commenced his narrative* 

^* When I quitted you, my dear friend, 
I made my way to the vpper boxes, and 
easily discovered two females answeriag 
your description ; one of whom I knew to 
be Julia, from a family resemblance to my 
beloved Rose* W i thou t ceremony I placed 
myself by her side, and, whilst conversing 
upon indifferent subjects^ gave her to uo* 
derstand my name and title. The vain 
^rl seemed proud of her supposed c6n* 
quest, and made not the least scruple of 
accompanying me to tbe inn, where I or- 
dered a chaise and four to be prepared im- 
mediately. Meanwhile I painted, in as 
forcible language as'I was able, the misery 
and disgrace of her present situation, and 
my wish to see her reinstated in the bo«M)m ^ 
of her family,— ^a family, who I was well 
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convinced would never reproach her, but, 
on the contrary, rejoice at the recovery of 
a stray sheep into the fold of virtue. This, 
and much more it would be needless to re- 
peat, seemed to pierce her very soul. Tears 
chaced each other down her highly rouged 
cheeks,— and, clasping her bands in agony, 
she exclaimed, * Merciful God J do you 
know me then ? Do you know that I have 
brought disgrace and infamy on a family 
before unspotted, — stained the virgin cheek 
of a sister with shame, — and more, much 

* ■ 

more than this, do you know that I am a 
murderer, — a parricide?' She shrieked out 
the last words with almost convulsive 
frenzy, and instantly fainted away. Two 
hours elapsed ere she perfectly recovered 
her recollection ; but, when I informed hep 
a chaise was prepared, and that I would 
myself restore her to a family, who had 
never ceased to regret her loss, she inter* 
rupted me, by exdaiming, ^ but I have no 
father to receive me !\ and, covering her 
face with her hands, sobbed aloud. 

•* To chace away these melancholy 
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thoughts, I inquired if she had no travel- 
ling dress? To this she answered in the 
affirmative, and retiring to arrange her ap- 
pearance, I jstrolled into the inn yard, and 
there encountered Colonel Parke, whom I 
commissioned with a letter for you, and 
then handed my fair penitent into the 
chaise. Our journey, at the commence- 
ment, was all tears and self-upbraidings ; 
but, ere we reached Exeter, I had reasoned 
her into sonie degree of calmness and com- 
posure.; In the recital of her story, she 
spoke only in general tprms of her seducer; 
^|eed, .throughout, she avoided mention- 
ing. names as much as possible; but, I 
learn, frdm her narrative, that she had twice 
encountere4 you and her sister; ^ and, 
oh !' she added, ^ with what delight, the 
latter time, should I have appealed to their 
protection, had. not shame prevented me/ 
"I then inquired, how she became ac- 
quaioted with the death of b^r father ? * I 
- hop^ you will think me sincere,' she replied, 
* whcA I solemnly, affirm, that the course I 
have pursued, since my betrayer left me, 
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has been attended with remorse and bitter 
discontent. I reflected with anguish on 
what I wasy and what I had been, and 
would have given worlds had I possessed . 
them, to retrace my steps. That, alasl 
was impossible! And, as vanity was the 
■cause of my ruin, the same senseless pas- 
sion whispered, that, . as there was ho rt- 
calliog the past, 'twere better to be the 
idol of the multitude than subject myself 
to the mortifying humiliation of seeking 
protection, when I was conscious I deser* 
ved nothing but stern reproof, 

* A severe illness, however, changed my 
sentiments, and I determined to return, 
likie the prodigal, and throw myself at my 
father's feet. This design I put in prac- 
tice ; and, disguising myself in mean attire, 
reached Tremorne, at the moment the 
church bell was tolling a requiem to sonte ^ 
departed spirit. The soun4 seemed to 
chill my very heart:— the blood crept 
slowly through .my veins, — and inspired - 
by an undefinable impulse, I entered the 
church, and watted, in a retired pe V, for 



FAKNT FITZ-YORK. 7 

the arrival of the mouraful processiod. 
WbiUt buay expectation conjured up a 
thousand dreadful images^ every stroke of 
the muflQed belU sounding at long inter- 
vaU, seemed as though it were hastening 
the period of my own dissolution ; for, .eit 
the sable throng entered^ life an^ death 
appeared to dispute which should churn me 
for their owni But, great God ! bow shaH 
I paint my feelings, when I saw the cottn 
followed by my threi brothers and Rosette? 
J spoke noty-**I stirred not: — ^horror and 
despiEiir had paralyized my faculties, and I 
was nearly a$ inanimate as he who gave me 
behig. 

' Tlie procession left the church in the 
samejDrder they entered it, but still I Hh 
mained: my viewless gaxe fixed on the 
spot where late the coiSii stood, — horriied-^ 
At the past, and nr reckless of the future^ 
I know not what length of time had elap^ 
aed| when a man enteiMU and seeing h 
stranger, said he was going to lock the 
door. 

^ / Not Dec^vhig an answer, for my ^ul^ 
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tkji were nearly suspended, he repeated 
his information, ^adding, ' what do you 
f?m?in here for?' ' What indeed ?' I repli- 
.^4%. * You have been asleep I suppose,' he 
^pptimied, ' or, you would have known the 
WlxpJd ffian's funeral has been over some 

90,' What, disorder did he die of, : ftieWdV?* 
RliHl?,.,ifitret6bling accents. ' < ' * " 
ni,( A brpken heart. Take warning yimtig 
<p,^^tt. from the wicked conduct- of her, 
Rvho , brought her father's grey hairs with 
'6<K«aw. to the grave.' I supp ise a g^oan 
:SiW:^ped me, for he inquired if I wasilli atid 
where I came from ? But, without answer- 
ing, I walked out of the church,; resolved 
afv5r,more to shew myself in a place 
^ere>disgr{tce aixd reproach alone awaited 
iPli* 1 .Ere I quitted theviilage, as I thought 
f9f ever, I.glided liiipereeived to the g'ltive 
Qf.ttiy late surviving parent, and-watertti^ 
<h^ asiould ..wjiieb covered ' his remains 
pkQt{&»Dy> with njy tears, ; directed my 
course to the London road, and arrived, 
onoe'. qwrcvin the metropolis, where no 
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means of subsistence presents .itself, to the 
lost daughters of pollution, but a conti- 
nuance in those courses from which a feel- 
in^iniind revolts/ 

•Asiff' I could have contcadlcted this,'' conti- 
nued >Sir Herbert, '^ by naming the Mag- 
* :daten,; ^btit, trusting she would never again 
stand in need of such an asylum^ I forbore* 
The meeting between the brother and sis* 
ttkiH sball^not attempt to describe, it. will 
come [with much . greater/ effi?c t atid feeling . 
^om hjia own -mouth. Sufficeit at preseiit to 
•say, I.lefbihim rejoicing over the recovered 
fkmtGf^t^ and fl^iK back, oa tlie wings. of 
polittmBS, :tOv^^ologizdito her Grace. for, 
^9hbat would :ap^l&Kr both rude and ungrate* 
nil/; a i '. 

"[: ;£atia3y.wa&iSensfUyi^ected by this. little 
iBArriliiv^ 'and!, paid Sir Herbert .some well- 
(^fiS6f«»d6 compiimeqls,. on the philanthropy 
-audi ^ real! > goodness displa^f ed^. throughou t 
~tteo*mb<Heli)f {*is* proceedings.. . " How 
ilPtfi^ tjrtyi#oH Sin'* laddcd she, "will 
-1iSs^m|u4^>gii4ear you^to/tbe jtmithers of 
the unhappy Julia ; and, jf Rosette's at- ^ 
' b5 
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taehment be ctpfsiile of aiigmentatioi^ 
hpir rich will be ycmr reward ! If every 
one Messed with power and fortune' wwUd 
act, only once in their lives, as you have 
now done, what a ditaiafntion of ftmale 
misery we should find ; and how strong a 
IMTOof this single instaiice exhilnts, dut 
opportunity atoB^ is wanting to vecat the 
l>oor wanderer to her duty.'' 

Leslie felt by no means oooilbistable 
durkig this t^e-^»t^ ; and, when he aaw 
Sir Herbert and his fair ccMnpaniiin, wiioee 
^eyea evidently bet]:^yed* the affecting oa* 
tuve of their oommusicatioti, approach, hf 
flattered himself that seciecy mi^ be ap 
longer necessary, especialiy towards one, 
who, knowing there itras something to 
ccofeCeal, had turmod ^ the camnt of ouri* 
osity from our beroine, and made himsdf 
in some degvee responsible. Nothing, 
however, escaped either that led, even ro- 
motely, to the caiuae of Sir Herbeifs «b* 
sence; and, when they joined the rest of 
the party, the sulrjcfst seemed to be ft^- 
gotten* ^ 

V 
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Ao excursion to Woodstock had bten 
sofne time Iq contemplation ; and, as our 
heroine*^ visit was drawing to a close, the 
following day was fixed upon. Sir Her* 
^ bert's equipage still remained at Burfor^j 
andy by way of doing honour to his gacfl; 
the Duke committed all the young laditl 
to his protection; himself* the DuchfiSi' 
4nd Mrs, Bloomfield, following in aqotfaet 
carriage; and die young men attending 
QU horseback* Fanny, seated by the ba- 
ronet op the driving box, had a fine oppor* 
luuity of observing the country* Tha 
beauty and tnct%bil\ty of the horses sur* 
f9L9$^d ^y^ry thing she could have imagir 
nedt— ^tbeir owner she beheld with sisterly 
r^gard,«<-aiid * Leslie with^ sedulous atten^ 
tion pointed out every thing worthy of 
observation ; — in a word, nothing could be 
more delightful than the ride, nothing 
Hiore charmingly attentive than her comr 
panions. Even Philippa appeared to lay 
aaidi^ much of her repulsion, and woukl 
occasionally join in the conversation, and 
fi^ <|iiestions about Devonshire, than 
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whkrh 'BO subject coukl be more gratifying 
to Fanny^ 

Tbos disposed to give and receive plea- 
sure the drive terminated ; and, as Blen- 
heim was the object of their curiosity, they 
pitK^eeded to explore that superb mohu- 
^nt of national gratitude. 
. - Tlie family were fortunately absent, 
irhich afforded an opportunity of stricter 
investigation than could otherwise have 
been allowed* After surveying the house, 
Leslie, to whom every object in the Park, 
from his long residence at Oxford, was 
familiar, led the way, and, without the as- 
sistance of a guide, who ^ould have 
thrown i restraint*bn their actions, under- 
took to shew the lions; in which office he 
acquitted himself so well, that scarcely a 
nook was left unexplored.- To this he 
added «ome true and many traditionary 
accounts of the beautiful, but unfortunate, 
Rosamohd, whose bower he Hvas descri- 
bing, when a stilish party advanced from 
kn opening. to the right, and Fanny found 
herself,, cre-she was aware of her vicinity, 
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I in the embrace of Lady Maria Moiintcas^ 
tie. 

^ " My dear Fanny !" said the affectionate 
girl, '^ yoa kAow not what plea&ure this 

I meeting giyes me. Where is^ Lady Ann?'' 

I looking; around^ '' And who are your 

party? Moseley, why don't you advance ?*• 

** Have I Miss Fitz-York's permission ?'' 

i said he^ faintly smiling. 

** Certainly/' replied Fanny, holding out 

^ her hand. ^^ So near and dear a relation 
surely need not stand upon ceremony." 
. The cousins now retired fjom the group, 

I ,each holding an arm of Moseley; .where 
questions were multiplied by Maria, till 
our heroine knew not where to begin her 
answer^. At length, :she again repeated; 
"who are your party?" Fanny named 
them, but, when she mentioned Corbett^ 
there was a degree of hesitating confusion 
in hei: manner, as tlK).ugh wishing too late 
to ;recal a name, which; from the, recent 
duel,: ahe naturally conoluded could not 
berv^ry; pleasant to his oppomnt. The 
moment it was uttered Mosglqj^, snatching 
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kvf^j bis arm, exclaimed, *' H— 1 anil fury ! 
is it to such a wretch I am sacrified ? But 
'tis weH, madam \ I know not another 
circumstance that could so completely ca&- 
firm my cure.* Lord Moseley cannot conw 
descend to be the rii^al of Captain Corbett^ 
and must cease to respect the delicacy of 
any lady, who can be influenced by -mere 
exterior." 

He then walked away, and left fVinny 
overwhelmed^ with amazement. Maria 
likewise felt 9 j>ang at the mention of Cor« 
bett, heightened by lier brother's conclu- 
diof^ reflection ; but it arose from retro- 
spection, not jealousy ; and might be called 
a feeling of shame, that her interest had 
eyer been awakened by so unworthy an 
object. Quickly regaining her self-pos-^ 
session, and pressing Fanny's band, she 
said, affectionately, ** My dear cousin, you 
must pardon Mosdey-s impetuosity. He 
thinks hi^isdf injured, and cannot hear 
that mairs name without irritation; but 
when, through your means, he becomea 
oneof the fimilyi I know his generoue na- 
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tore will overlook past oflfenoe, for your 
sake.'' 

^' My deur Maria,'* replied Fanny, ^* you 
are both deq^ired. Corbett will never be- 
came one of the family through my meaiii, 
be is to mp perfectly odious ; and if, to my 
hesitation tii naming faiin, all tlii» miaiiti- 
dcrsiaading may be attributed, beliqve me, 
H arose fvom a motive directly tiie reverse 
o^afttaclinsent'^ 

'^ If your motive alludes to me," said 
Maria, ^' thaidc heaven ! I am no longer a 
xnairk for pity. My partiality ceased with 
the worth of jito object ; and I now omly 
broader, that a being so ntterly void of 
s»erit co«)d ever interest my feelings. 
Bot where is your dear deligbtful mo* 
ihcr?" 

^' In Ch^shise,'' replied Fanny. *' She is 
esGjpeiDted hoine in a tew days, when I shall 
JQM ber at Tremorne ; ^nd nothing wonld 
give US more sinoere pleasure than to fe* 
cftive you there, if such an indulgence were 
not forbidden.^ 

^ I'i firtrive hard to j^ccompMi it ; at 
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any rate; ,iny heart will be with.you^ sbould 
my person be tidied. Lord and Lady 
Moun^castle are waiting for ne^at Wood- 
stock, and, between ourselves,— I would 
not say such a .thing to any bodyi else.ibr 
the^ world, -rwhen her Ladyship: setsi t^ 
Signified patronage you possess, . «he.> may 
perhaps be taught^' th^t ^no disgrac&t»in 
follow her coupteaanee; .J^ut, .on< thcxBOli- 
trary, that such connections' are. cklctdatbd 
•to del 1h^ bonouri?./. -t , .. iii . i{ ** 

The cousins oolw, jotnid/their rejspectk^ 
friends, and spon . afterwards . the / Duke^ 
party reached < Uie inn. Tlie. firsti persdn 
Fanny .saw, was Lady Mount castle, lobkiog^ 
.out of, ai^ open rwindowv ^appa4Wit)yi:»«a 
search of somiebody. Qur/hef ome in&tindr 
tively bowed to 'the sister of Lady Ann- and 
the. mother, of Maria; tl^iigfa^tip^oba^bly, 
if she had h9,d time tOt consult either vlier 
feelings or. her judgment, they would ha^i^ 
toJd her, there- was a duty due-ftohersc^ 
'pai^iuoiint tOiCVjCry other obligiaition.-^that 
Lady Mountcastle's conduct 46*1* wadjiw 
.fiiuoh isacnifieftirrand Jthfcfc Jia^/i j4n**t^^ld 
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have been displeased at a condescensioq. so 
unmerited. 

Lady Mountcastle made no other return 
to the .compliment than a confident stare . 
at the whole party. But when she heard 
the Dake of ^ewland's carriages ordered, 
4pd saw the attention both their Graces 
pfii^ to Fappy's accommodation, she said 
^ber.Lofdj " Is it possible this little. lio^ 
\fpdy can, have insinuated herself into one 
of thefirjst families in the kingdom ?^/ AnI 
did you. observe ,with' what an air of tri* 

uQi{>h;tliecGeature Avowed to. me?'' 

*■ ■* - - . 

'* P saw- the 'Coinpliineot,> Lady Mount* 
G4«tle< " 



MMBiM 



•* Compliment \ Gi^ant me patience I 
Sty the insult !" 

" Give it what name you please; but I 
must speak in favour of the motive. . Her 
look, 9nd by that >¥€ must judge, betrayed 
no triumph, but expressed timidity, blended 
with Kespebt/' ' ^ . . 

^, " Oh ! you were always partial to the 
girl, and that blinds you. I recollect you 
wanted otie totiotite-her last winter, but I 
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am afraid Moseley made fool enough of 
himself, ^without any encouragement from 
me ; and I would rather hear of his death 
than his marriage with the portionless 
daughter of Fitz-York/' 

The good-humoured sallies and cheerful 
mirth of the Duke's party bore so striking 
a contrast to the ill-temper and haughty 
pri^e of her Ladyship, and added so greatly 
to her natural acerlntyi that when Moseley 
aad Maria, with their friends, returned, 
she received them with a forbidding hau^ 
teur^ and an air of reserve truly disgusting. 
The brother and , sister felt assured that 
Fanny was th^ innocent cause of this added 
ijl-humour, and forbore to name her. But 
their companions, not having the same mo« 
tive, launched out in praise of her Lady- 
ship'Hs charming niece ; all the females do* 
scribing her as elegant, the gentlemen as 
bewitching. 

" I think she has bewitched you all,'* 
aaid Lady Mountcastle. '^ For my part, T 
conceive the Duchess of Newland is doing 
her a great injury ; for, by introducing her 
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into high life, she wHl imbibe Dotton* alto^ 
getber unsuitable to her future prospects, 
than which nothing that we have any idea 
of can well be more moderate. Yet, would 
you believe it? the mother's pride is so 
excessive, that nothing would satisfy her, 
last birth-day, but having her baby-faced 
daughter presented. I blushed for lier fblly, 
though it was no concern of mine, and was 

* 

vexed that Lady Milfprd should be a party 
in the silly exhibition ; but you all know 
what a strange character she is, and there* 
fore win scarcely wonder at any of her 
a^oQs/' 

^' Lady Milford^s actions may indeed ex* 
cite wonder,** said Moseley, ^ for she i^, 
take her altogether, a most extraordinary 
woman. But I conceive it must be that 
kind of wonder which ^dmirattoii calls 

ibrth.** 
«' Admiration !'' repeated Lady Mount- 

castle, with a sneer. 

V ye% madam,'* replied Moseley. "Lady 
Milfod 3s one of the very few women who 
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can raise admiration to a degree of enthu- 
siasjaif without the aid of personal beauty." 

** Heaven knows she has little of tha* to 
l^oast," said her Ladyship, laughing. • ■ 
. *VBut she has what is much superior, and 
more durabliB," replied Mdsel^y. *^ The. 
beauties of her liiind, the simplicily of her 
manners, the swecjlriefes of her leaipef, her 
superior knowledge andgeaeical sUavUy of 
dispobitioni kslaijm aix'd receive, the ihooiage 
4ue tociiugh uncommon '^exbellence; and 
w^^leverr^tapapher one of tfa&fii^atu^ndbest 
of wovsgieQ.r, But.weFare trbspa^n^^cm the 
patience of our friends, by pursuing a<s^t>'' 
je^t in which thay^can feel littfe interest; 
antlvas. few people visit Woodstock, with-' 
out carrying away a sample of its manu- 
factory, suppose we sally forth in quest of 
a glovJB shopi." / . :: i .1/' 

Moseley*s passion for our heroine, otn^^ 

' its ejccj^s, in a great measure, to opposition. 

It was opposition to the arbitrary wijh^s 

_ of an unfeeling and UTijuS^t parent; ^tMat 

finst urged* him to seek hi3 aont and boiift^in. 
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He fouad Lady :ADn every thing that was 
good and amiable; he saw Fanny lovely 
and ioteresting, and possessing sudden and 
violent passions; in addition to a nature 
ardent! and gbnerous^ it was almost im- 
possible he should escape heart'-whole from 
the fascinations of a young, and' as he 
thought, persecuted relative. The mistake 
or bis first introduction, and the subsi^- 
quent ' mystery in which he Rad involv^ 
himself, assisted by their novetty, -to fe^ 
an attachment his generous mind ^c^nceiwd 
to be meritorious. I do not say bjs passion 
would have kngui^hed, bad every thing 
succeeded to his wish, but the opposition 
from his own family and Lady Ann served 
greatly to inflame, it;' and the seduxen 
which followed his last decisive interview, 
was the determination of a relaxed .mind; 
whose energies were suffered to lie dor* 
mant, till again roused by the recital of a 
sister's injuries; Revenge now rivalled 
love in the bosom of Moseley, and tfieir 
united 'influence provoked the scene in 
which oar herome bore so painli^l a part at 
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St James's. The duel immediately fol- 
lowed ; and the tenderness and attention 
of his sister, whilst watching the bed of 
sickness, had done more towards conquer- 
ing an unrequited passion than the rea- 
soning of Lady Ann, or the violence of 
Lady Mountcastle. 

Several weeks were subsequently devoted 
to a pleasureable tour> during which, bU 
ttannera and disposition liad insensibly re- 
sumed their former tone; nor, until the meet* 
ing with Fanny, at Blenheim, had he indul-* 
ged in any sudden starts of passion, hfxt the 
baited name of Corbett, proaounced, as he 
thought, %vith tenderness,*— a name he could 
never hear with composure, since it was 
associated with the wrongs of a sister, — 
roused both his anger and his pride, and 
tended more effectually to subdue an at? 
tacbment, unsanctioned by hope, than any 
circumstance which probably could have 
happened. 

Fanny, on her return to Newland, found 
letters from Lady Ann, Miss Cavendish, 
and her, jpiaf diftn. The latter had coa* 
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dueted the ladies to Tremorne, after seeing 
the remains of Mr. 0*Bri«*n deposited, by 
his own desire, in the Cathedra) church of 
Chester, and would be in Oxfordshire the 
day following. Miss Fitz* York's intended 
departure was not publicly announced till 
after dinner; though a presentiment of 
what the letters might contain had previ* 
ottsly thrown a gloom over the countenance 
of l^slie. But the servants were no sooner 
withdrawn than her Grace spoke with re- 
gret of the loss they shoaUl sustain, and 
concluded « with a hope, ''that if Miss 
Fits-York had receive as' much pleasure 
as she hM communicated, she would not 
only honour them with another visit, but 
make so fair a report^ that lady Ann 
might be tempted to try the air of Ox« 
fordshire.^ 

'' My dancing days are over/' said the 
Duke. '' Since Miss Fita- York deserts m^ 

# 

I shall never seek anothier partner." 

'^ She only deserts you for a season," 
replied Fanny. '' Another year, . sinoe I 
am permj^ktod to hope for a renewal of the 
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happiness I have enjoj^ed, I trust njy dear 
mother will M'itness my triumph, in being 
preferred to so many others more desier- 
ving;" •'. ' ' 

"I shall beat a march at the same time/' 
said Mrs. Bloomfield, *' for my route . is 
ako'conie.' And though Sir Lawrence and 
Mr. Lillyman «iay grieve to lose their mo- 
nitor^ they may rest assured, I shall renew 
my admonitions whenever we meet, until 
I have perfected the herculean labour of a 
reform; I kndw the' promise will be to 
them consoling, antl, ou that -ground, 1 
care not what sacrifice I' makei of time or 
patience." = ^^ ^ : 

The two gentlemen looked foolish, •but 
said nothing. A variety of contrary feel- 
ings prohibited general conversation; and 
-at an early hour the dining-room was de- 
serted. Sir Herbert selected our heroine 
for the companion of his walk, arid horped 
she and her guardian would not think of a 
separjlte conveyance, since he meant to 
visft Devonshire atthe'time prtposed.-* . 

^^ I<>att'havc no other objectidtt," shere- 
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L plifid, '' to y#iir pint thfiQ the vnf li^ 
f i^jsk ip irhidi yea tiawl. Youv caniage is 
delightful fo^ aa. aii:iBg| but, far a loag 
jnurney, tbere is hotb domfort aad aaftty 
in a pMt^cliaifie, and thafc I am euM my 
guardian ^mild much prefer." 
""^li^r «ua Sir H^lnBft. *' My 
ti^veUiag chaise 9baU be at the door* 
ifllLQwy^ you pka^e t^ order it Aad 
2ii^w> this bjLiainejM being 3ettled so mufili 
to x»y aatisfactiiG^ I will hartea to .exf»r 
d|^. U> for I site another petitioner waitiiig 
• for m aiidisuo^ and I bppe Jte will )ie aa 
' s|icc0fl3ful na ypur gralefal Haatley." 

Leslie M^aa iodet d bovenog wilihw $igbtf 
and joinad Eaupy before abe lecoyeifd 
ffom the.cdniiusion Sir Ueriiert'a laat wecdl 
QQcasioned. '^ Do I iatecrupt yba y he 
ioquiiaed* 
-^^^ ;]B^ BO. means.'' 

^^ I ventured not to approach befc^c^ 

fearing to intrude upon thoae iponents 

devoted to mutual ^arafij^eooe an4 ^* 

crecy,** 

^ ^"^ 'Tia painful to me to have any aeerets 

VOL. III. c 



26 FANNY FITZ-TOaR. 

from my friends* But the business at which 
yau hint is of so delicate a nature, aq^d 
involves so many people ** 

*' More thian your own'famtly ?-^P.ardoa. 
nie; — I meant to be attentive, not curi- 
ous/ ^ , 

** My own family ar e - ■ ^ At this riid* 
ment a loud laugli* so near that it. startled 
them, betrayed the approach of company ; 
and, in the next instant, all the younger 
part of the family stood before them. X^s^ 
Ue attempted not to conceal his disappoint- 
ment, and Fadny^s endeavour was totally 
unsuccessful, fiut hearing Sir Lawrence, 
in an audible whisper to Phiiippa, mention 
the cruelty of interrupting the /ovm, at 
the same time making a move to continue* 
Aeir walk, she took hold of Sidney's arm 
and joined them. Phiiippa invited Leslie 
to do the same; but, without answering, 
he glided into anotliet* avenue. 

*^ Poor Leslie looks as miserable as 
thougli he was going to confession,'' said 
;^i^illyman. 

^« The confession, is over, if I hav<[ any 
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skill," observed Sir Lawrence. " We only 
interrupted the absolution." 

" Were they sins of omission or com- 
mission/ Miss Fitz-York?'' asked little 
Auburn; for, when under no controul, they 
could all be witty in their own way*. 
Fanny, to avoid answering such imperti^ 
nence, conversed with Lady Sidney, and 
pretended not to hear them, though not 
one syllable was lost 

*^ I think I can answer that question,'* 
said Philippa. •• They were acts, I will 
iiot call them by so gross sl name as sins, 
of commission; not against the peerless 
Fanny, though she would have absolved 
him if they had, but against one, whoie 
long-established claims set art and contri*^ 
vance at defiance." 

'^ The divine Philippa speaks in riddles,^ 
cried Lilly man. 

" But easily solved," replied she, ^* by 
those whom it may concern." 

•Fanny could have- cried with vexation; 
bvit, the triumph such an act^of weakness 
\foxild have afforded her adversary check- 

c2 
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ed l}er tears in their pas^g& 'Ti^ fcru^ sh^ 
might have retaliatf^d; but Iheie was 
9on)e,thipg $q ui^l^dy-MHe w a war of 
wofds, mc^ bitjr^r 9°^^ )t l«i9%t» a^ iReAiM 
b^v^ ppcurre^ p{i (h? pi^e^Rt o^oa^nm^ 
tjiat she tboifght it fno^t p^u^^nt to ^wab 

Iqw her re^e«tme^itjif^nd^ti^« ifee angry 
pi^sions just reac(y ^ bb?e for4h. TliU 
was ^he second (iin^ she hfid Ip^^en acoiiiQ^ 
of art ; the contrivance, Ssbe suppp^d ajihi? 
ded to L dy A,ni} ; but> ^s. no, art or cpntri- 
yance had been in tl^ cont^qnplation pf 
edtber, no disapppii^f meat could ifis^ frojn 
their failure ; a^d sh^ endeaypure4 to. tfeiftk 
l^lth compjosure of tl)e pnion oi'lipsjiq %u4 
PhiKppa, since it Wi^» iiji()ipp8^ij?le sb^ Would 
talk, in so public a manner, of ber Ipngr 
established claims, unless, they w<er^ind0ftd 
indisputable. ^ii>ieti|Q^3 sbfi fiinoied Les- 
lie wished it otherwise: ]mt» as it wtd 
doubtless a faniily ^ran^mtot, esoA had 
formerly his fuU ^netion, honour reqsuced 
its tulfilB)e9.t: " aqA heaven forbid," 
db$ exclaii«ed, " thAt I sbouid tempt 
him to a bcea^ qC t^ !'' Sb^. oa«i r^- 
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grdtted the heedlessness with which she 
liadiliighted Philippet'ft former warning. It 
w6Uld have beeh much easier then, she 
boficeived, to conquer her fatal preposses- 
sis&n,-^$ince Leslie's own behaviour fully 
authorized the distance and reserve of her^0^ 
-r-<* and had I acted/ thought *he, ** with 
a due r^ard to liijr own honour and hap'* 
|!>ine^> that distance and reserve would 
iiil¥e continued towards the affianced, hus^* 
bii|4 of angthet". Instead of which, I 
fboliftfaly depended upon my own strength 
atnd thi^ conisd6u^ rectitude of my intiik* 
tioiis; and^ the consequences are, ^hat 
lenity and self-dbneeit deserve,** 

Befdre they separated fbr the night, 
Les;lie asked our heroine if she should wttfk 
li^re breakfast? Tb which hhe replied^ 
nlkher formally) in the^gati^^e; and, the 
moment tlmt meal tras &visr, reiined to he^ 
dwti room, where she busily employed her* 
telf until Mr. Strictland $efit up his namel 
Quick as lightning she fle^^ to receive 
him ; and, hearing the Duke was alone^ 
h6>g^A letm M ihtr6dUbe )^er guardian^ 
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Nothing could be more polite or less for- 
mal than his reception : they were joined 
by her Grace the moment she heard of his 
arrival, and amid friendly inquiries and 
familiar communication/ time slipped im* 
perceptibly away. 

In the evening, Fanny tpok her guar- 
dian's arm, arid, under pretence of she Wr 
ing the beauties of Newland, never lefi 
him for a moment. 'Tis true^ Leslie was 
of their party, but this gave him no.opporr 
tunity of renewing the conversation so: d<ft 
spitefully interrupted at their last inttsr^t 
yi(qw.; and, when he requested Mr. Strict- 
land to remain at lea^t another day, she 
opposed it with an earnestness, that both 
l^rprised and mortified him. ^' I am sor- 
ry," he replied, *' that we havie so;entirely 
failed i^ Tendering Newland agreeable, 
that Miss Fitz-York cannot bear to remain 
a few short hours longer. Such impatience 
must give Mr. Strictland a very mean idea 
cftfier ' of our powers or our Wish to 
please.*' 

** Indeed, my dear ward,*' si|td the good 
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man, '^ I cannot speak favourably of your 
gratitude or politeness ; though, till this 
moment, I would have stood forth the 
champion of both." 

- V Forgive me, Mr. Talbot," she replied, 
deeply blushing, '^ I am indeed truly grate* 
ful for the unmerited attention I have re- 
ceived. But, I have the most powerful 
reasons for wishing to reach Tremorne as 
soon as possible,-*— reasons which I think 
^u would approve^ *if you were aware of 
their magnitude. '^ 

" I am silenced," said Leslie. ** I have 
had .too much reason to admire the pro- 
priety of Miss^ Pitz- York's conduct ' to 
doubt it in aiiy instance." 

Sir Herbert now joined them with Intel- 
}igeiK:e that his travelling carriage was ar- 
rived, and watted Miss Fitz- York's orders* 
Leslie endeavoured to smother a sigh, the 
meaning of which was fully understood by 
the sympathizing Baronet ; and, drawing 
Mr... Strictland aside, under pretence of 
consulting him about their journey, Leslie 
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said^ addresfiing orir htroine, '^ caa ymi 
pardon my petulance ? I certainly had tm 
rtgh}: to bt pifended at your hasty deten* 
inination; but, the ci*uei internsption tif 
yesterday — the — I could alviost tbkik — 
pointed manner iii which you baTe since 
avoided me^ and my extreme anxiety tb 
h^ar the conclusion of a isehtetice you were 
so sweetly confiding^ madi^ me forget th«t 
other friends are impatiently expecting 
you^ and that my request was selfish and 
ilUimed/' 

** The interruption ybii leein to UiAtnt 
was to me most opportune 4 since I Mmk 
kd inadvertently into a forbidden subjtc^ 
—a subject in which you couid have tib nl^ 
tertet -" 

*^ No interest ! Do yoU theti think wi 
entirely the creature of curiosity^ and that 
I <dould be led by so unworthy a motive tb 
cre^ into your confidence?" 

** I think your motives generally propel^ 
imd there is nothing t6 aa ifogenumrt miild 
tnfore painfol than psLtiM Y:€m[itnoMOa^«m* 



Miiie, yfslefday, could not Mve ttmbunted 
to Ihat, without injuring my own charac- 
ter and those immediiitely concerned.'* 

"This^ leads directly to the point M 
Mrhich we left ofF. My question \Vas, are 
more tfean your own family concerned? 
You were then, I flatter myself, giving mc 
direct information ; would it be painfiil o^ 
improper to answer me now P'' 

" CertafUly not. My own family—*'* 
'* Cailnx)t loVfe you more than wie dt),** 
'^arA Ae Duke, tapping her shoulder. 
♦* Her Grace and I feel ourselves neglect- 
fed, and I am sent to tell you 50. Leslfe, 
IWiiJippa has been inquiring for you in no 
very concilia tltig accents. If you havte ' 
been guilty of any breach of politeness to»- 
Wards the high-mettled maiden, the sooner 
yDu make it up the better, for she h^eU 
dom injured with impunity.*' 
' Leslie's look expressed no sorrow, but 
dlsturbatice ^nd vexation were plainly legi- 
bit; and these confirmed Fanny's conjpc*- 
Irire respecting his engagement. However 
UrBfingly Ifife hkd foKnerly worn Ph}lipt)a*a 

c 3 
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chains, she was convinced they now fret* 
ted and galled him ;: and, the impossibility 
of throwing them off seemed little less 
painful tcr himself than, judging from the 
.Duke's manner, it was to his . Grace. 
When they entered the room, Philippa 
4Miid, " Leslie, you arc never where yqu 
ought to be.'* 

" I conceive, Miss Heathcote," replied 
he, piqued by her words, " I ought to be, 
forthe present, at least, where inclination 
points. I know of no immediate tie that 
should prevent me.'* 

** I am sure," answered Philippa, in soft-^ 
ened accents, ^^ / don't wish to preytrent 
you; ,but, I wanted you for something sp 
particular, — something that would have 
given you such pleasure,— unlesi^ indeed, 
you are altered more than I wish to, sup- 



pose 

^^ Leslie can never alter in his sentiments 
towards you, my dear," said the Duchess, 
wishing to soften the asperity of hismaor 
uer. •^^ But, don't worry him to-night; he 
is reflecting, if I may judge by my own 



feelmgk/ . on the breach to-morrow ' will 
make in our society. I have been using, 
all my iniluebce to prevail for another day, 
but:. Mr. Strictland is inflexible." 

V IJiaVe tojd your Grace the reason,** 
an&weised Mr« Strictland j "and, I am- 
sure you are too affectionate a mother not 
to eater into all Lady Ann's feeHngd. .This 
id the first time my excellent friend wasf 
ever separated from her idol;, and, now the 
necessity, has ceased, every hour of priva? 
tion wiU appear an age." 

" i doubt it not," said Les^Fie; in a voice 
inaiddible to a Ji but Fanny. "Who, that 
had the choice, would wish ever to be se- 
parated from- her?" ' ' 

"Come," criied the Duke; " let us not 
giv«-way to despondeiiey, because we can- 
not be indulged in all our desires. Lady 
Ann'jS privatiour has been our/ happiness.;, 
and/ now we are called uponv to suffer in« 
turn, let it be with a cheerfiil hope of ano*^ 
ther joyful tnisetiilg. Leslie, lead Miss 
Yit^>^yprk.t!Oihe}m}mc^foom.: iThis being, 
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hbr \mi "e v gninfc We dnndt allow iierl^' 

Leslie ^v to obey ; and «aid^ i« a loNkr 
vpicc, aa thiey proceeded, " iftn I alw Jtysr to 
be the victim erf disippidinttiitirt? li the 
wgei^y-desired sentetioe ^ver to be imi^ 
ohided r 

^'I cannot ccmceive,'' i^pKed PiMiy^, 
'^ what satisfaction tbe knowledge o£ so 
mxitnportant a mattar couki twkv^ey. it 
leads to bo elucidatbn of tbe jwystery " 

*' Still you think me goTeraed whoHy by 
oiriosity,'' said Leblb. 

^ Is it an UDnatural 0eMaciii8ioli i"" cnfaed 
ow iieroiue^ with m ^Ho, 

^* It is not fair to weigh i^ord» witfaoat 
taking motives into the seaie^ for by them 
are the actiiocis of rational t^reafeures judged; 
and^ if mkie do aot »taiid tbe test, then 
T^oirt me to Lady Ahaw tbe tnd&t ciirioufi^ 
coxcomb, the most )>rytiig jpupfy^ tbat 
ever disgraced your aoquaiiitancb." 

Lady Ana had given strict lu^ders tibat 
theyisbould conifneiice tbdr jMrnvy taarly^ 



«fid /rest <tariii|f iht oppressive fci^al'of mid* 
d«y* Acoorclingly> th« travellers, — ex«pt 
Mrs. BioonifieM, whose rout€ \>e\w^ difSet* 
eat, lind who was withal not fotid (^ «at4y 
rititig, bad ordered her carmg«. aftet 
lM«akfa8it,-»^took ad a^ecHonate and fyolite 
kav^ of the family before they retired fat 
ihe night. Bot, Fanny, to whom Le$i!i» 
had declaYed his intention of seeing hat in 
the dRoming, Itad bo arranged mditters w)th 
h^r gHtfirdiafi and Sir Berber t^ that et^ry 
thing wlks ordered to be in readiness by 
five^ instead of six o'<dock. 

Taking leav^, to every maiid of sensiibi- 
litj^i is a ]>aa]ilil icererttcmy, amd usdesas m 
painful The f^resent^ all things consid^tw 
ed» vra^parhafis iiTore acute than any oitr 
kerdlne had before ^x^rienced^ not* could 
tte j^coUection of the adored pareM tshe 
Was flyitig to embrace soften its pungency. 
Iter attachment to Les^lie was founded ^ 
priiacrpies thfe most dntatfle, and not? teiss 
ardent or enthcfsiasiic, for being a first 
love* iPride and' jnstice had made sevefAl 
attempti to er»*ieat^ it, ««#, iii «he virtti- 
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OU8 bosom of Fanny, the latter was a poir- 
erful incentive. But Leslie, resisting all 
her efforts, kept firm polssession of her 
thoughts, and PhilippaV supposed claims 
were, in their moments of confidence^ foip- 
gotteii. Thus situated, she found there 
was DO safety but in flight, no chance of 
reicovered peace, but by absence and a to- 
tal change of scene. 

Our heroine passed the hours of night in 
forming resolutions and' laying plans for 
her future conduct. To sleep under these 
impressions was impossible. As soon as 
day appeared she arose, and having prepa- 
red every thing for her departure, walked 
into the garden, hoping to dissipate the 
effects of a wakeful night by the refresh- 
ing and salubrious breezes of an autumnal 
morning. This had, in some measure, ^the 
desired effect, and she had argued herself 
into the necessity of a separation, when the 
stable clock told five. This was her own 
appointed hour^ yet she could not help re- 
gretting the change. What would Leslie 
thmk^ when, instead of meeting her at an^ 



early breakfast, be. found his Dplitetiess re* 
paid by flight,, and his hospitable attentiolv^ 
thrown away upon an ingrate ? Still she~ 
lingered in the garden. Perhaps hei* guar*, 
dian and Sir Herbert were not yet risen, 
and it would be pity to disturb them. This 
last thought had scarcely occurred, when* 
tlie Baronet appeared from the. house with 
information that every thing was ready^ 
and Mr. Strictland waiting for her. There 
was no resisting this appeal. They pro- 
ceeded slowly, and; without spealging, tO: 
the chaise, for Sir Herbert had too ofiuch 
delicacy abd feeling to notice the heaviness 
of her eyeSf and the dejection, of her coun* 
tenance, and Joo much discernment not to 
know precisely, the cause. 

" Come, my love,** said Mr. Strictland, 
smiling, ^' you are more ready to make aa 
appointment than to keep it. Perhaps ycm 
ri^ret the alteration of the hour, if.so, g^ve 
your orders and the horses, shall be re^i 
inanded/' . v. . • ■ 

*' Do: you indeed, thinfe' me. so. fickle .^^ 
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Mked Fantt|. *' My mbtive ft* tie fre* 
qyest still remains in force.'* 

** May we be aliowed to knt)W ytnur 
motive?" inquired her gwardktt. '• Fo*> I 
declare I can see no rational one for ralllftg" 
1*4 ^> an bout- sooner tbatl wtis necessaty^ 
and hurrying U6 away withost breakfa^t.^ 

Fanny was at a loss for a reply. To sty 
th^ change arose from a wish to amold 
Leslie would have appeared botb caprlcl* 
COS and uhgrateftii; and, to invent a faktb- 
bood wss n^ugnant to ber nature* Silr 
Herbert.^ seeing her embarra^ment, gdodi> 
}»s«ioviredly. replied, ^ Mi«s Fite-Y^k 
iMOBed €kve o'clocic: at my reque^. Wheh 
you are in love» my dear Sir, ^ou wift 
make allowance for % lover's impatienM. 
Every bout afipears an ag& until I r^a6h 
Tf?eniome ; >and»as w« are prohibited frbm 
tsw^^mg under a vertical sun, I conceive^ 
tkis arrangement would) in son>e mecfeun^ 
make ap lost tinve." 

Fanny had on various occasion! fl^lt 

gratdfui for Sir Herbert^s interference^ atid 
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never more so than at the present crisis. 
She looked her thanks, — the '{)OstiUions 
cracked their whips, — and, in a few mi- 
nutes, Newland-Abbey was lost amidst the 
surrounding woods. 
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CHAP. II. 

BENEVOLENCE REWARDKD, — THE KINgV 
BENCH, — AN AERIVAL9 — AND A HU- 
MOURIST'S WILL. 

By the time our travellers have crossed 
Wiltshire, we may probably ov^ertake them; 
meantime it may not be amiss to inquire 
after Frederick Leigh and his little wife. 
If we have unfortunately failed in creating 
an interest for them, in the bosom of our 
readers, they will do well to pass over a 
few* pages, but we hope better things from 
our own ingenuity and their discernment. 

The morning subsequent to Mary's in- 
troduction into the house of our worthy 
banker, hearing she was perfectly recover- 
ed, and waiting to pay her respects, Mn 
Strictland accompanied Frederick into the 
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housekeeper's room/ and, after the most 
if iejQLcily inquiries^ was made acquainted 
with those particulars of which our reader 
is in possession^ '^ Your kind inquiry after 
my wife," continued Frederick, ?* when I 
was myself incapable of flying to her as* 
sistance, led the, crii^l woman, where we 
Jodged,, to load her with additional insult; 
but we have once more miraculously liiet, 
and nothijQg but dea^h shall again part 
ps." 

vi .I^r. Strictland briefly related to whom 
Frederick owed his origin, and likewise 
informed him that one thousand pounds, 
with sieveral years interest^ were due to him 
firom the will of his late: father. " This,*' 
he added, *' will establish you comfortably 
in the business for which you were de- 
signed ; and I am authorised by Lady Ami 
Fit2-York to say, that, if Jyou are car^u^ 
and industrious, further assistance, if ne^ 
cessary, shall inot be wanting." 

Frederick and, Mary poured forth theic 
agknowle.dgipents, buft the latter ex^pfressed 
a decided, opppsitf^nrtp settling in,l;6ndooJ 



'' We hate^xptrkttfefed flbtWng but h»tefe*y> 
bhe said, " since we ^eam^e h6W J let «iii tfe^ 
tii^ to Mwne country towij> fe5 ili^tl^r hfe1*r 
ili^tant, 90 Aft^ eis<^ap6 the wiekedoi^ find 
decet>ti6n which pi^evail in t¥i% j[)lac*;" Mr. 
Skrictlan^ having consulted tAdy Abfe 
^pol) th^ subject, it Vk^^'d fltially ligf«i^ tlrtt 
the ybuBg couple should pf^eed ifh^^^** 
atcly to the Tow^t of TFbmoftiei ft#tt 
Ifh^nce Ffedei^tck could Vkit \ht iie^g^ 
bouring towns, and fix upon the one beist 
otkulated t6 aiiswr his putp^it. , 'fhis. 
point settled^ b^r lJady»hippi*«eBt*idi:hfeife 
with fifty pounfdS) tt) repteiish thdi* wkrd- 
robt^ and FredeAjk, ^Ikted *?th the pfbt- 
ftct bf a virtuous ttnA ivputabte eSt^blteh*^ 
vieht, cmpducted bis \Hfb to the hotlrfee ^t 
htt woitp thati mother, the good, th« bfe* 
»rwtoteht Mi^. Carter. Tfefe good w6tti4**$ 
j&f^ at seeiAg her poof waftdferet He^tdtci 
to the arms of aft aflfe*tiottWe hiisbaitid, 
could scaicety bb«*feefeded hy M4iat Mary 
herself flelt on the bifessed bccasioh. The 
Adip door 'was closed, " ftff IhtW tfo *ab<^ 
b^tgtefiv*' said ^he, •« <]fn thh ^liStMolP jU&ilte ; 



so sit d«^w«, my 4^^r childrewi make your-*, 
3eJv0f as comfortable ae, I s^m h^ippv, attdl 
wa «*«d pot envy %hf tord Mayor in hia 
4t«te GO^h." Fred$ri9Jk, liowwer, left 
tk^m t9 an unreserved comnnuni cation ; and» 
})fi^4^ the itay olopfd, it was fii\a*Uy agreed 
thas^t Mrs, Car4w sbQuld folio ur them iuta 
DevfiMhiie, asi $opii lys they bad settled 
tJt^j r p^qe of abpdf, ai>d ^e to Mary, mo^r 

ther, friend, and servant. 

IVf^iirtrWians wcrq qiiicHly made, but, 

b^foie their c^pailuTe, Fre^eTick^ wife ext 

pv«l9ficl %^ eam^slb ^mj^ t« thank th^ b6< 

vamh^ti hiiokhyer^ bi^t for whose bounfty 

sbc might hafire pariahed, in the midst of a 

M^' ii^mod for ita oputence and charitafal!^ 

^mliitotionsa . Ti^ only possible modf of 

discovering him, Frederick coopcetvqd; 

)mmld he to ^ee^ themsblves, at' ap early 

hf^iii*, Qdi Wektminste^'hridgQi ii^here» if 

hisi empldyjiieiit day in the same Kfuarttf) 

ikarf^€DvM rbt Kttk doubt of seeing bt^i 

pas% .Acq^DdtngjIy^ at five o'otodfi, tht 

gratafiifr! idouple vnrere stationed on ■ the 

bitidge, ismii ahiooiisiy did Maqr^esafliibe 
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every countenance. Numbers of different 
mechanics passed to and fro^ but still no 
one appeared whose face she could identify; 
and they were leisurely retracing their 
steps, when the very man, hh implements 
of masonry thrown across fats shoulder, 
just as he appeared in the hour of her dis- 
tress, come Avhistling along, without ap- 
pearing to have one care or uneasiness upon 
his mind. .^ i 

* *^ HoW eirviable i$ the state of this man !'* 
thought Fredericks " He rises with the 
sun to his labour, — exercise bestows health 
and appetite,^— <and uii broken slumbers wait 
upon^his pillow. . What would the rich, and 
great give for one such day of unalloyed 
happiness,~6ne such night of refreshing 
repose?" . , , , 

Mary had by this time stopped the roan, 
aiid, l(K>king earnestly in his face, whilst 
the tear of remembrance rushed into: her 
eye, '' Yes!'' she cried, f* this is the be- 
aevo^eht creature whose pitying hand pro- 
vided( food and. shelter for one who other- 
wise imig^,iha*e pttished !- OTbis iff ^c 
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tnan, my Frederick, who perhaps fobbed' 
himself of a day's comfort to give bread 
to a forlorn stranger !** 

'*! Poor lady !" said the mecbanicy look-' 
ing at Frederick; "How she rambles!^ 
Shall I run for a coach, Sir? or, perhaps 
you*' bring her out, to* take the air thus 
early, to avoid observation. ** 

** r see your error, friend,** replied Fre- 
derick ; " but the lady is of sound mind^ - 
and speaks the words of sense and reason.^ 
" Indeed T said the man. " And how 
have I deserved so much praise? Yet, 
now I look again, it must be she ! The 
very lady who dropped a Bank note into 
the river one morning, last winter, and 
kindly accepted a shilling fi'om the hands 
of a poor' bHck layer*" 

"That shilling, my kind friend,** re-* 
pUed Mary, '^ saved me from misery in- 
calculable ; and my husband i$ come to 
return' the pecuniary part of the obligation 
twenty fold.** Frederick * now placed a 
pound note; in the hands of the labourer* 
''The debt is canceUed,** coiitiiitted ahc^/ 
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^< (Nils Biy grafeit^cte will ev«r rtmaiii a mo* 
mimeBt of yoiir liberality.^ 

^' Your name, friend ?" said Frederick. 
< '^ Jdcqb. GUberti your hoja^ur. And if 
X niigbt ^^0 so bold, I should like to t^U 
ipy ;pwr wife^-r*no,w in the straw^-s-iriio 
s^ h^r thifl iH^lf to buy tier oomfortsw'' 

^' That is for y^irr own separate uao,'' 
sa^4 fw^Wfck.; '^ Bm lake this,'* giving 
^jtR^r^ ".ftftd:saaf -tls a giiateful o^iiiig 
ftrqro liA^fy ^Igh to the mh cS Jacob 
Qilbei^,'^ 

JYcofa^ ^^0iiij^ bftve refused the latter note, 
*^' it JooKfd so iike begging/' he aaid. But, 
%49^g ^ sJp^Mkl give offenoe, he chuckled 
€ml^ his ^«ik% and drawing the back of 
His Iftf^d ^prpse hb eyes, as .be ejaculated 
a fervent '< God bless yoin both {" hastj^d 

t«>^?iswwki 
. " QlfiV' sJiid Mvy/ when he wasgone^ 

^^ vh^t djfi^eKt Sreliogs agitated my mind 

vfIm^ii IsifA I pftrled from that hpnest man 

^ tl^ .4Bot-) Thea» the commonest be|^ 

S^i» ^ «tJ*$Qt^au;iled my envy, for tbegr 

Kh^V tte 'WMII ti\^ oau befaM Aem, and 
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hoir to pFOvide agaioat it. Bull f knew 
no^ when the chdritable britdklay^r^ii ihil^ 
fitt^'Vas gofie, wh^re to proeu^e Mother, 
or hty^ t& find a pknse^of sfaelt^ fbr t»f 
aclilDg KpylMt. Yoit^ my Fredbribltr^ bttd 
iuii«coiYiiiikbI}r dis^ppeired, afid M lio 
otlier being in extstenoe bad llbe^nffafte^i 
clarnf. &ri; n6w t aw anabted, thrdUgffa 
the ^merey ' df pt^ideik^e; w fefAy tuy 
obligatMm- with iumtf^i,^! have^a^ com* 
£partable^ (Irospedt in futbrfe,— atad' tnort,— * 
inudrm^re thati all this, the badbawd Of 
my heart- ia restored/ to me^ ^ittaans as 
though be had' never ^l^dtd, and de^^eY, if 
possiblb, 4iiice I eitfierie^c^a the lAisery of 
» separattoa^*' • i ' 

£ve«y thitig Ibiag; iidjU^d /o^r ieaviiig 
towil' od the fbfiof^ibg iaujr, lAdy Atin V3» 
giving theta niu^h gtfdd tidVide kiid iiistruc* 
tipti regaiidtttgf t}»e^r fixVdrk ]Sr6ceieditog$i 
iviieb^ ]^E^^ Grask^iit Wis'' &ntf6titac^d, ^nd 
tii\adb' bis i^^efl^itfide #it& 'k ccxitttenaQce 
^ atndf agi>l!it^ Hit^' La<d^{^, dis- 
mi^iag! her ^^otbpakti^fitf? MqfbiV^ vf\th 
alami) into- tbe isaifed.' ' '^tittt^^^h^ i^'^jsied 

vox- III. D > 
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fier. thart* his 'son was a prisonier/inithe King^i 
B^Qch> and ibat Grace, his youngest daugh^ 
t^n- ihad doped ; with a. serj^ant.*: - *^ Ywii^ 
Ladyship,V: ;hd cODtimiiM> : ^* iWiasdouiyflese 
prepaf^d, by;*n(iy\la$t Jeiter, .ftd ;a separa^ 
tipn ff^mwy reWIIio^$iaQoil}H.! {That event 
took plaofj i3o0a .afterwards, j hji Jhe consent 
of .all.; parties ;:.anj[i. Mrs^Gasfccfll retiried, 
ifi^h |b^ ^irl^, i|p9n^ Ik Ub^f alalia wance, to 
Plyfi^ojath, not chpPf^ng a©iy. langBr,>i!«i9 
they-i^a^id, to be buriedi alive. iMyhdmd 
appeared a little hea>en». after the departure 
of spirits. so .rude arid ^ingenial ; i and the 
only uneasiness I, .^i^perienced/ was a dc* 
mand froin jMr-jQosjijp,) the apothecary, 
for a hundred pounds lent to -my wife. 
^ This might, I feared^ be the. forerunner of 
many other debts^ ; th5>ugh I conceived my 
allowance for bftuspholdt- expenses* would 
have :prevepjted ilh^'fiecessity ,: of borrowings 
My fea,r3, h<^we,ver^ on tb^t bead,f I believe 
were va,i%^an^ ^ib^ ag^ln icorppp^ed my 
mind to study lat^dretirementf when a lei* 
teri fro9i\^r!^. GastceJj^ filled with vulgar 
<;omplaint) a^d: ||itte.r^invjec4;ive> informed 

ii ^ .1;: .,1 rr ^ 



mex)f her 3^uiigeb.t daughter's .disgrace^ 
and another, by the same post, dated 
King s !Behch^ annoufaced Walter's iadar- 
ceration. , • » . 

: The girl has chosen her own fate, rand 
must abide the consequences^ > Whenevei 
her l^usband calls upon me/ 1 shall givelnm 
five hundred.! pounds^ all the fortune .she 
must expect/, tin til I see a change^ and. of 
that I ' avk not very sangmne, consiideling 
her education,' and tl^e example she ha^ 
had«^ Walter's situation has brougjbfe me to 
town; atid ify uponr examination, I find, 
the debt iawfuify and « honourably • dmt^ 
tracted^^ it^ishall be paid, biecause ^tradeat 
menhkveno irightto suffer irom btbeiTi 
impmdence^ . But it; must be with a/pro* 
visO) otheririse my. >whole fortune, avould 
scarcely. sufiice,' to supply the extravagaJOM 
and thoughtless expenditure of a weak,and 
dissipated boy.; n i , . 

-> If Mr»>Strictland be at leisure^ I ^quH 
Tvish himtoaocom^aBy m^, for theisaages 
of the King's :Baiteh are quite ni^t^ me» 



andigiibraaice iiia(3^.pe!^ha]iB lead to iocoti' 
veiliidiic^; 

La«ly Aim aincerely sympathisetl in her 
worthy neighbour's misfortunes, and re^ 
grett^ Mr. Strixrllatid's. absence. . *^But 
FrtifeficKr Leigih^r she. added, /' Wilb m>? 
caokpmy you;,, andr diqugli .ooJb.sa capa-bld 
ofi advising, he [iosseaisea a great deal of 
assiduity, and niay be useful/' 

Miv Ctaskejly aurcompanied by Frederick, 
proceeded) U» the place which enHrirdes 
snore reai miaei^ tihaai; any spot of the sime 
fliiiiedsiona in the- kio^^on). Afiet, the3i 
faa»tpaiEis^:tbediffe]reiit doors,, the* motky 
group wkidi) lib^d tbe-i^DUrt. rivetted. . Mr. 
Gaakeira a/Hhentionw Men,. &^onahIy. at- 
tiret|,' !«Kbose coonteiianjces exfaiintedi no 
trace of owe, were contrasted! with squalid 
wg^,,, and) fsLCW pinched, by fimiirie .and 
Aiaeaae;' Some. walked; wJtli fielded .artn^ 
and eyes bent upon the gj*otu)d;. whil^ 
hihe^ loudi td boiaiepousi . nrii^th,! were 
amu^g'ttients^ims. withivarietyvof gariies^ 
aftid fiienie ptrrfliuits.. JButl the miolstcoiiM 
spicuous objects w^ea female, dressed in 



the (C^ttitvagatice of fashion, leftniog on 
tkis afm of im officer/ ifirhose gestures, as 
far as tbey oould be idistinguisbecl in the 
distance, wejre rltvt^ly and anirnvted. 

Mr. Gaskel| made these dbservations as 
they walkiod ^tov^ards the Uashing pair; 
\vhcn a loud laugh, in abe welt-kuown 
toaesof Walltei:, "first comvinced him that 
X^ officer iiras indeed ibis ^&n ; and a 
mcarer .*8iiirrey ipceseated itlie belle of lashion 
i9:ttfoet(li6gaifrtmg Character of iiis m^ei^tn* 
Imt, tbeo-dnn^ Mvs. Stokles. 

' Smtemcksw saoaer vecognmri^ iijs riu^ 

tbtr, 7n tfae9lsgM9^-HP0uged, wrnHmSy-dTes* 

Md^^emale ifam a siokncss cante over his 

MQflea, and, iiut ^dt tbe sirpportit^g arm >cS 

'Mr..KjraskeU,^he.niast bave-ifinik upon the 

(carih. Mi3u!Stokes, for hy l^at name she 

still went, advanced, withasifiilich easy ud- 

coiicecD;.as though .she bad )been receiviug 

!COiDpany in t^be Major 'S c&a^Wing^room. 

^^ I jdjon't welcome you to ihis place, t^fb^ 

^r ' Craakiedl, ;' laid she, '^ .be<>Ab«e -'the 

fiODch 3s 'Bttt , a TCsidenbe .people wttlM' pre- 

Sar:;)iiKAi I assure ^u, we bive va*y^^^^ 
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socicty,~have not we, Walter? and by no 
means destitute of. amusement.^ » At- any 
rate, 'tis infinitely preferable to TremOrlie, 
How are my sister and the i^irls ? Have 
you brought them to town ?*' 

Levity and want of feeling were so 
conspicuous in her words' and mannerj that 
Mr. Gaskell turned away in disgust ; and, 
taking Walter aside, Frederick found him- 
self for the first time, since h^ knew good 
from evil, alone with the author of his be* 
ing. I say alone» for,' though-surrounded 
.by nijimbers, no one was ' near; enobgh to 
.observe or bear their 'Conviersaiiion. '*^^* Well^ 
young man,"" said Mra. Stokes; *^ I suppose 
you are come to liberate me. You- have 
;got a thousand pounds, I understand,, by 
your father's wili, and ydur first duty iis to 
release your mother. " 

** Where was that mother's dutyy when 
she abandoned her infant,— ^left it to perish 
amongst ., strangers ? That act severed the 
link which united us, and the . viirtuoug 
nG^an^bp syiccoured my helplessniess, be*- 
came to me father,^mother,-^and kindred. 
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He farther: bound me to him, by giving 
me his diaughter, and in her^ — since death 
has cruelly robbed us of her parent, — my 
&tsty my only 'duty centres/* 

'^/ Mighty well, Sir. Then you o^^e no- 
thing, to me ?** 

. ^* .Nothing, that bears in any degree 
upon love or duty. The compassion due 
to your sex and situation, you may com- 
mand, but#*——'' ' - 
^ ^' Compassion ! I scorn it I am not 
yet reduced to- seek compassion, and will 
Hot beriiiidebted for it to a bay. If you 
^re inclined tb pay five hundred pounde fo 
release me from the fangs of^alrateallyJewi 
'itt. well ; if not^ leave me as you found 
me, andi^retirbjifitb the consolation t^at 
you could have saved^^a parent, but would 

{. ^'I would :8aveaiiy womitn tq the extent 
of my ability, but what you- ask is much 
beyond it If the sacrificb df o«e>hundred 
pounds :W<Mildiiiave ^redeemed you, heaven: 
knows, I ufouM! oheeifii41y have bestowed it ; 
hut torob my wife, and^^ probably »isii; in-. 
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cr<;a^sing faiMly. of JA^lf their palriniiQiiy.ftt 
oi^ blowj esLmiot, Jb^ thought .Qf fi>r a.mo^ 
pfiHt. ^^\\h^r. vfQijAd .MriStridbtend asd 
Lady Fitz-Yofk bear of 'audi ^n a)ieoatio0« 
M:«^ .t^ Mc. Caskdl .iupply to^ Major 
Stokes ? A man of bis property will not 
s^uf&r ihi^ wife (to JAfiguiaeb in /a ipi^i&ofi, for 

*'^y^ ! YiCfU d^. KcU to shift the Igad 
from your own shoulders, -^eii cwiimt jbe 
&Pigm»'ajtit ^9 tifiX i§> klnotv!i(tlMUk(|ii8 iMtfut 
l#e <$rMlld :ii«Mdr be. A jpcisiMieIr fofv xidX;. 
fii^f I^ve.iB.€^ Here caniied. i0dei>iidwl ^iiM 
j^fOileAtms :i9A.iyULh^»Mdf. ^ Afidv JiMkee i 
^§4U^0 ^Ptivto. ifteoDioii my hajnclH^M 
tbftMtikrj:j|i^ piiQce.p^ u^ightoe^s^ Laily 
jA^ito FiXtr'^QxK bm riispemig idaug^ttr^ 
ti^iTiilJi^ fonm;il!pfi^e^Jlk^Q£iaveBdty3^oTbey 
are people I utterly abhor, and would rdtbw 
9U jtbe wpi^kL J^ficw 0£ »y.Gdi»gja€eUlJaa 
tbjrtfdeteste<4 fi^jMly/' > ./ ': v-: -* 

: JK fft$hioi»able taking «ay die- aged' m^' 
]ij»v..mMe bJsiappfftr^Qce, ttbose fl^Bi M«sv 
3tok)eiB faooili^Dly sfcifsfidv And ftf^jrikeB ,amuf. 
Frederick; n<) w . ^eftr aipfle^ numijixted tei 
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tlie soeiie wfaidi-hai} just |>aMed> and 
retttftwas, that lie would be ^gaided itii'- 
^icit4y by Mr. ^ictla«d. As be» MMd 
▼leWitog the atbleiic exercise* of fthe yaMi; 
awd lieatohy^ tie ^as much si»^dk with t(ie 
lapjiedraacQ <^ a '^male, cMiMfy and W9ty 
Di^nly Wbfted ;. but lier rags we»e ckaii^ 
and there wa^aiOdgetberab air biibeatnes», 
•^ badiahtiost said doaifofai— «iiibdufr ier^ 
that 11^8 respectable, alth<Mgii 'lAran t g^laped 
in her '^v and •care WinklcKl her iitlsage* 
She looked wistfully at Frederidkv tint 
ihade no ni^tit^ ito approach ; andl^ not 
ktaowidg hotii^ to f^roduce a oeowiisatbii, 
hejl^aised on. HehadnKrt pri»ceeded ntany 
pabes^ hoii^er, before his heart smote 
hm* ttle misery himself and his Maty 
Had toflfened^ ifbm >^ gnawiiigs of hun* 
ger, riished to* bis ibemory ; and) taking a 
gtiffiea from his pocket, ^ t^u^iied hiu^k, 
pressed it ihto^ &er hand, and, without 
shaking, predipii^te^ ^khdmxk. 

It in liot (Mr iilMtion to trace the 
u^retdiedifess o(^jd«s fNwr cfeature te its 
s<Hi#ce i nor itideed to soueb upon it at alk 

p3 
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•Thei'e ar6 m many iirnilat ofagect$ to.j^e 
meitiwithim the^e monuments of naHmi^ 
lihffracey that.jthe mind; .disposed tp ia- 
<)uiry may. havci' hi$ fe^Ul^gs, lacerated tQ 
the. extent of human bearing; abdtho^ 
who are callous to* the <)u.aritity of mUfry 
collected in the different jails of this king- 
dom would feel no sympathy towards an 
individual, however bitter her Jot*.; lAlI 
:wje. shall Remark/ therefoje, is,. tb»t:.she 
purchased a plentiful meal^ : and bedew^drit 
with the tear of thankfulness. : 

Fr^eriqk soon found Mr. Gaskell,'.and> 
during their walk to- tfeeMcity,; heileaynt 
that Walter was impifisoinett atitthe js^it of 
his tailor, ^^ though I have twice^" ^dec^ 
he, ^^ advanced money tO;;'pay this sam^ 
account. There are likeiiirise, Ilunderstand; 
detainers from a horse-dealer, and a ^tav^rn^ 
keeper; but these accqunts, as my son is 
mnd^ age, I mean .to litigate^ What i$ 
proper and reasonable shall^ be honourably 
paid ; but 1 know auch people^ freqiiefltly 
takeunfair advantages o£theinexj)erienced> 
and to expose them b a duty 1 o wo both 



to myself and tociety. ' As tp tlhat Vretbhed 
woman with, whom we >haire both thetnis* 
&i*^une to beoonnected^ she is imprisotied 
fhr- socne neHairioiiS' traDsacti^tn * witb a Je w-{ 
^pd^y aioee -her coiifii^ment/ ibi^s aiccepl^d 
i^lQtprbteatioii^^^-Tthe moderiv term^lbr^Stu 
jllloit iateF€aar3eft*--Qf a profligate matiiof 
cpialifyitiwho lives suitiptuously in [)risioi», 
^bithc' expense o£ j bis iei^ciitor& ^ and; to 
complete his infamy, can/ se^with ubctm^ 
cemi cScof es lof I i«:r^h^d ' oJbrjeetd ' Atdfi^ing 
abound i blit) V ' * wbvb^ be^ i^nA ^ the ' M ajdr^s 
<^iioiidam wife; ; sitfoMfifortaikly^idowoi^llO 

'twO'doitf^ anda^denertt'*'/ ' 'I .^ n.u : 

h^iFr04etiaU htoMagnhk diJeaBful acdou^t * 

i<4*'hi$ mcnhiei^V {id^<sdideti»^ubndy, thM^^bt 

tal);^iBterferetl!ce(iii^^ itibbopiesent^ at ilea&t, 

woukiibe vtn«| ibdtisfi t6Jw% iat tfaB!>timb 

appoinfted,! 'with .histibc|^oi*ed(Mairy,J • Lady 

'Atvn^tfavour^^ifhftti fwJt^bra letterKto.'the 

iB^^ren^^^MiudCaveiidish^' requesting^! bis 

gobd^» crfllet^ (innpiioperiyiifi&nig jaodi re- 

£<30^[vmeiftiditi^Bhiin /in ithe "wjaj/s : cAt ;his busi- 

jiess^j aii^d^tibitublrtely^tfaere^wfasiaa opening 

iftA^faktoilti^iidiig^otingldwD; ^ougbtl^ 



demiMof a Uq/nn-mm^oic; .whom stock 
in iradie wfts to be disposed: of at a fair i^a^^ 
lufttioa* Tbis ira^ madfinover tS him, djmmi 
^dv^tageouB terms^ aod| vidiin a fovt'- 
BiSi^>^ lie Mr&a 08taUiidiied with every !«p^ 
{N^araikce of Mcadesat Mrs Caftef formed 
'ft prkitf iple feature in theirlittle h(Misehold ; 
^«Ad> ptmg ewB^^ftaMy scbtlcd^ h^Kjuneft^ 
(Ofic^iiOpop^imigwd in the boeoipe of Fmt 
4Kkk wd M»ry. ■> i 

Mfe Oa«^ : fat^ .the. .4id of Mr. Stitcf^ 
hn^'A ^otieitor* g^ve fjMedon) to hia aon^ 
wider the ibpst Mknm prcmiset^of^jai^ 
staining from diftlrt:^W.fiitiire4 Bi«t# knmr* 
jug h^w ;l)ttkiib ^fkfdwMM \i^4gfWiied 
mgiQi^ h^itookifSAtu^ botih £3r hftt owiv ftt^ 
ibr ihe sake -of other fatbets, who: might 
4>e:tQrl]iente4 Uke hiijnself^ (o havieithe case 
Teedrded, m albthe fMnpera, itbereby inoui]^ 
himself froih further tmubk,. by tbej^r 
tiunjtjp that no Qoe wrould beal^edkfiHMti^ 
to trust the son Of a m^n M^^mUm^d^ • '^ 

A fortni^b^ pasfdd mcTt lafjfer^ JM» Wtaoi 
into OevoQshi iv^ ;wit^nt hoantifl^ Ifppimy 
part of h& family^ r^Aft kNg^UaoiBfiRdtMi 
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ktter rnm^A^ ^rom ^Ui now swrMrlRHT* 
dttad .PIjr»»MtH,^ Jiopins to be reofivijd 
tDljE>.f»your, ^f)» .itiroMgfo Mr. Om);«U!0 

dtar^pa woi44 qot ^c^ 410^ 4iis .«iKlfil%/ 

WjsWng to put ftp.fnd, i»owiifi4ft>r*v«n 

pen, he aBswered, that ftv^ JiiiQdred ppundf^ 

of fei^ t>sk?ilc^r,. ^t Eicetei* ; ;tb%t im^ fcfir 

Iskf ieoul4 not ^P Mlifr f^B «ppr9^at6 
{iftf^ of tti^ f^iQi |o th^t ftvrpfise; ^ Kot 
t^At J pvuil» ItJ'M *rtdcfl, '<* for, 8in«9 fm 

Tfeis i(3tjl;ff,jHioFtij$A4 tlw Ujew W n^ «M|r» 

f>lA >Hr ii^ Moufy fi«t«4 M » nMm* . U 
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liad d^ver before hekmixki po^nt^not^Un 
pounds • at 'any givien tinrtej and did Wiora 
towards ^e&oiiciiiiigMfamktl^' acifd Pns(^illei 
thkH yeAry'tyf |*eniteii)C^ ^duld huVe donej 
9%ejf ii^ViKay$i9ted tl^e cbnfstiltbtibfis^f iltfyi 
aWid Mrs. 'Taylor; and finally agrei^d that 
the family honour loudly demanded a com*^ 
mission. ** As to your father's obse'pva- 
tfetf,^ s^id^iMrs. ;(&aske«, "^'tis btyttt My 
and untrue^' A'li'^officfer is i gentII?i?a*/«U 
fhfe W(>rldiOvcr,»*arid ddtnef of bur fili8t»c*«m- 
inaYideh *hav^ arisen frofti 'a Iqnvci^* fantt 
than-- ]V|i^.- Tiay lor*s/' ■ i • ' • • ' : » »> . ^ ; / . r 
-' AccOi-dtngly, he prdciir** ail c*xch&»ge 
tprvBh ' m ^ t^r^^seirlo'uS' diihtnutibti'* bf *h*}f 
property-; ^atid ^'* Eh'stgh TlAylor^i MliyV^ 
i^wi^cJiferated from th*^'bo^-iobby,^ ViritH 
as ilfu^^h regard to etiquette as tHciugh be 
had been a Geperal. Priscilla's, — mor^ 
Jipoperty ^ Sf>ekkin^, Mr si Sm5th^s bosbni/ 
ntnlded>Witfcetivy,t^fttl.tbe coiisequeHce het 
siWtif* Had -acquired; ^^fot-, besides being ah 
offiGte^^s'sfad'y, than which nothing she 
cbnceMW ^could b^ more honourable^ ^er 
hUflbaAd'^aH' the 'hfatidsomesft itiaB in tbi6 



regifDent.* ; lUiteratefl aftd v' low.-^bfiedy ,cen- 
-taiBly, Jbut a little itimeihmog^bjlm Aspef- 
Wrs !wQuld rtctify ibe;tattierv) 9itkA noraixjr of 
<hi$. ,bre4^hren wie^rei^^ iimdUtiate5d;fa$tkiittsi^£ 
•^i^#> opj /tki9 c<^UtraryJ«'was;a;iiiife;witbQdt 
a /hi)sj[iand^ > TJie. man ^ ishd hadt ttarrlfidv 
OKvas tiot only as. low an birtb^^and mncli 
b^n^ath biai in; degree,. bub a' persbii M 
whose head a price was fixed, — an.^-ajdreri* 
tis^d jciiJf^t;-^$b mif^nrtelg^ dewr|beid^] ^at 
Xq appear m'{iubUc wiais certain ^icatmietiodx 
£!ould sjt^ have iestaped disgrace^ the trans^ 
portattonor, even rdeath of the man iAe 
Jba4^;y:owed to^love and. : honodM /ivfiuid 
h^}f,f <b^en Xidings cffl mol disagtecable im^ 
pp('4i:fif0r> neiijtberjaffegUafii aor esteem fott^ 
SHled^t>the wedding' j ;arid the allqreih«hti 
of ambition vanished, almost as aoon' as 
thea,ciene0iot0y \they- prodnced- was o&er. 
'Bui^.to be: the widow.o£ a transpoftycH-of of 
ft m9ik >whoi bad juiifi^ed f'bisi *ca7e6r(|aft)tht 
ga)lows,rT<^v^s courting; notf>Tibt^ail*fii^ wajf 
feWj pec^e' wpttld prefer. > Stttith-^fi^qlwmly 
favonred'iier With reiDembrarfcesi but tlwtr 
pjurpo^t bein^ mteanabfyiadBKifiidforiftd^ 



64 FAKirr Tirz^YOJuKU 

ney, wMcb, to keep htm at a ^itsUneei Vft6 
ficvar refutedv' «onles(( circunostanoes liMde 
a TOimttai^ce ilYipossibler^ rendered Che 
sqiwre^fciilded ilUdtrected let«el« a^ny tblnfg 
fail*, welcome ; ^ and ^^ > tlie ^ aM^dtiei iltrt*^ 
/ocdefffd to a fiptitious; address^ and'ttfrv^ 
idirected twice to (he same place, hfa Wtiy 
of life and puiBiiits were profouiidiy mys- 
tertMs. 

' Uavitig thus brovgbt tbe d)flfefieht inci- 
dents coooected wtdi out }\\vbofy 4^wn 
to the pme^ent time, apd settled fVedericlt 
aad his little establishment within a pUwr 
Bknt walk of Tremerne^ we shs)tl retcirh ¥o 
the ^^dniig and Kveljr heiress, wh^ js A^ 
thia moment steppidg out of the chkis^,^ at 
SaitsbiiTy, where her friends proptise pa^^^ 
the nif^t 

. A carriage at the door of an inn $& 
sitse to attract general attenti6n. Eitr^ 
atteeC ptsscfiger ds hs anxious to watch tte 
descant of the company, as though he ^f 
peotfrit to sde'She countepnlure of some pw^ 
tieifclar . friend } and tiiose who <ik!cupy tht 
cBfferetit afoiikiente of the ^e^ fh^^ t^ 



][3ie windwrs^ iaicctmi by. .siiml^ muaqsitgr. 
QNAroongst libe kttcff ^mis Cokmel Parke. 
He saw an elderly geirtles»aii.firrt>K)eMe»4, 
diKi ittftcrwaflrdft gureiiis hslnd to a.)fiBinale, 
jukiithfiiLasiHtbevand lovdjr as oneioCiite 
gnoesV .When i^^sJie i;seftcbed' the graaost, 
dbctlooked i£ull&a Jth^i faceiof her gijaadawi^ 
witbjQiie lOfdiose hewilohing smiksirsnhich 

coQtriiuced the Clolanel, if .iae betfctt.^^ 
an^ i identity ' >tjkat (tiiis ;:p»eittat\Dg.'ai]yciQt 

dbanc;i9f«4»thf/ vetf iMiss ^FftB^Xork .ludvai 
chanee had^inctmdticediiiiiB teiali BilrfoAjii 
' >:iie %as.toQ aji^ioiis t()i>«2atdh.ier:i^ to 
observe the third passenger ; l\»A$htff :Mf^ 
teaod iihfe bi9u^e^ .qre> he eoMldLdectda /whe- 
ther so slight an acquaintance would ^jy)Bi> 
raQfctthe tiee^om >of aen^liiig/itil) hft^lilai^e. > 
Hadiie h)B(held Faan^&Mtrh the iadMFerjMtoe 
of a j^soosm^n.aoifttaijiilaaeeyi jtheilfnaftfer 
>KQuId haw beeea .deckledi iiii9ta!Ktly^s«4-fbr, 
where. (there JsjinatbiogitOiiciA, there ati 
few obstacles to encounter, — but thet^maii 
vjio liad > i)M»d 'iifts ,o0unta^s « eiiei|iics»'. in 
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morphosed) by ; the blue eyes of- 0Qif faeToine^ 
intotfae) veriest cowardahait'ever sighed at 
iheieeit.^Qf aifaii'lady. . y/.. . 

. Whilst he still remained at the.Mmidbw^ 
buried ia cogitation. Sir Herbei!t';s. valet 
mtorned from, the carriage Avith Fanay's 
parasol, andi knowing Colonel iFark^,'^ds 
an acquaintance of i his- ma^ster'^ vnnid<ti'a 
respectful bo\v. ^.TheiColdnel fitirtedifrom 
faisireverie; at a sight so weiconje,— ^for the 
mam must be the fore-runner: of the Jna^to*, 
i^^^nA, :iiea^ing -out. of the/ witidoM^'){:bb 
asked Richard ivh^rb Sir Herbert .^a»^ > .. 
i *^ In i the 'house, ' your honour. We. hrc 
just arrived.-* . ■ 

- M Was your master a party inl thtt icar- 
riage?'V • • ;• ^'■ •"•■ ''^r •; 

. * ^* Yes,i Gdlond ; the carriage is my^mas-i 
tei^v We are on' the rodi tovIDcvoubhirei 
with Missi,Fitz^Yoric and her guaa-dian;'* ' 
/ '^-Say a gentlbniau wishes to see'' Sir 
Herbert. .You ) need not mention noy 

name/' :;;^i'- ,-. \i:r''^-\- >■'. r')'' '■• \fjt 

* Away flew the fmao, aod^ouiticbmettiie 
niasten< The stiifetitig^ waaomuibyally plbak 



I 
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3aivt; and, asithere could be.'Jta intnisibii, 
sanctioned .by onb of their awn i party,, ihe 
followed the lead of Sir Herbert, aad 'was 
graciously received. Eanny^pjanicd^^out 
the coffee, and did the honours of the t«a« 
table with that gracefxil unaffected ease, 
so .captivating to the lovers of sinipke nia* 
tare; whilst 'the Goloner referred to the 
evening on whkh he had been so happy. 
" To you, Herbert," he added, " I owe 
both, my first and second introduction to 
Miss :.Fitz*:York>: .could 1 /flatter nmyself 
that there would be a passport tic^'jief 
friends, to permit liry fqturd v^tsits^i/sloold 
be ready to ttim Catholic,* and >'Worabt{i 
yptt a«4By fcutelalry :sairiti" - :? , 

,.r JUdy ;Ann,/Fiu^York," said Fadnyi 
*^ 13 sov partijil itp $^r:^i*Mt Huntley^ithafk 

any friends of his will be received; attb^ 
Tower,' fduling: the /period i of .his own 

visit's '.'••. ; ; I , • : • . , *• r-.h MTi . 

" You understand from this, , Colaki^i? 
cHMcRved. MniStrictUndvifi' $bat.the lioiirer 
of ^jTremdrnei ii) sool^ttfvefrlwcfipprieilolitible; 
Whi*itWnkfy«^iof .jjafiitjmg oucfoiwe&iiowi 
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Tb^ present accessible^ buthowiong it 
may /coAinue* so, ientirdy dq^eods upon 
ebmoe^ and the discretion of the Lady 
Ciaveriiess, that ^lays may be danger* 

OttS.** 

^^ VfiA\ Auve he any chance of an eotiy 
withtsi AmrwaBdvtw.eoty hours after the 
gates aieidtfsed topon yon P" *Biq«MTed the 
Galonel) ^in ikt Mme eitraiii of fi^mmtOary^ 
9.'li£ ao; Lshh^^iot fail to salute libii; garri- 
son, Jfi»i4ttie reecond jday rfrom • this, fa 
iriuK^idinocTliKlti, land how :dfiMdt!Aioni -fiat* 



blf<^r4fiee1l writes Ia.^j^^; Wf" tef^iisA air. 
fftiliotland* *'On^^tA^ 'seeood d^y f rdM 
this the gates shsAlbe thfOi?m opeo, «tftd 
(Qokmel 'SWke vccdiv^d with ^ini)it3M^ ho- 
iMiUrs. flave IpkOgti lAyself too^ Ihr, 
Sabny?^' • i ...a .-^ . ■ ^ * : - 

'^ Myi moth^kn^ws your discretioif 'tod 
well, my dear Sir, not to rely upon if ihoist 

/T<he eiJdiiing gilded away inapep ccptih ^ , 
«ildi£(ohMic|lr;JRwhe«tilptoyed tiiebest |>airt 
of/(thetxght7 111 «titteipatittgUie resiuit' iif 
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hi& perinittedi .^iisit. . He had aU bis lift 
been a« deerded enemy* to. procnwlioatioB^ 
ati$I,<.iiK an affair so hear bis 4«eait, resolved 
no Udie; should be lost in ascertaitiiii]|^ its 
future; fate. Of the Baronet lie Mt no 
dread p there was too much ease in thek 
behaviouis^i~their friendisliip was^ «oo> fAvbi^ 
liar and obvious, to come under fhat4(0-k 
scripriott of sentimeiit called love. Hie 
youth of our heroine might, he conceived^ 
hB;y,e prevented a serious attach uient ; buti 
wouildi not that circumsunce niilittitis 
agaiQSt ti' man 4( ^ht^^nd^irty^? Tht 
thought mnde him' lineasyi He had nevet 
bQfore>Yiiiagtned hid age could Be aip^ 4»b^ 
sta^ldi; hcicause he bad «e^er befoveadmii* 
red so 'mere a( girl, r His residienee' aiteoiid 
ba<i made jtim' appear eld^r than W reaU^f 
was} whia^ chance then^ had h» with 4 
yoi)f)g laidy 'Of f^itiily^ {>f^bably if fortUM} 
aiuinot eSg^ueeH'?' - ' 

1l)t9ef4)houghfs)kept bimawatlt^'ttidihil 

[ almost determined to keefMOiit<i^ ibe^^ay 

aiuib daiigttiousi ai tempt»tidii;({jwh^ a 

dre8i»y^«^s/.deasimader,H!Miu4r(a(fi(l dhtta^ 
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ged theiicurrent of bis i^eas : not that 
%ke\ Colonel wa$ superstitious, or a believer 
ill; yii$icilis ; ;.but ^-such deligbtful scenes, oo 
cMrr«4iHiio;bfs slQefing fancy, tbat be de^ 
tfifmlvipdjjo] vtaWni thfcamjOf possible; opj 
g.t.Any.rate^. aiot to< shrink like a coward 
frpnl;d^cuJties<!^bich might/ after all^ be 

•jdThe ^i^enitig of this day Faufny was 
p(r$94Qd. itoi tl^ bb$oin of her doating mo^^ 
\he$^ ; and' ;IlQSCtte mingled tears of joy 
with iber embracer; joy. not less ardent 
&0rh her being accompatiied. so unexpect* 
^dlywby.thftilord of bei: affections. The 
Q)W[\ent Jier. arrival .waa announced^ . the 
v^^U4ge )bells ^ struck :up: a ' mex^y p6al ; Mr. 
QfifiimW and! the Vicar, . }so , ^Ye inust in fur 
i/^i»X^ hiwr caime tp pay their respects ; 
}itt\^: iPei dm00d \n^ his very best manner^ 
^ndrithd {ToAV^r never witnessed/ a:lhappier 
party. Fanny made eager ioq^fcines^^a^ejr 
^r]^\^}i^h9rM\o\y:$^Hoxvitxe Au«t Slisy 
and Jiitaaii forgotten. I r 
i\ Aidsep; cif inmop died.the cbeok of Roasi 
^btfo jlfae Jtiame c^sJulia. was/fiientioned; 
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but her brbtber thaidfi€sd<4^Ue kind inqiiirer; 
and continued, ;witb a^sigb, ^^in a'littld 
timCii ^my y^ung friead, -I Hope ail will bcJ 
wj^lliN I To you. I and Sir Hdi bert i H^uutley/ 
tbfebfj^mily qwe oUigatiodi^.tiBeviir to^ btf 
<;9inc4^1M» fiiti^e rtbey are noDconfinM^tci^ 
J{aHs^^ temporjtl meifj^f^i biiticxtehsive acr 
etprnity*,^ vThe, poor ;gif] appears de^ly 
sensible of ber past transgressions;.. and^^ 
whei^ she bas recovered her- owa esteern, 
l^at. o^}^Ti4mnd^ i AviU not . be nyithbeld.** 
MissiCfa^en^Uihjpiadf retired to the window; 
to/conicreal kha itiiitture of shame ianid etni^H 
ttofil which; sbe coiild^ not cbhtrouh Tb^' 
good^diyine^vadvanciag^! tobk her hand; 
and csbntiniiedr, ^U'yxmr blilslies^. my virtu- 
ous,, npvy itieatimable : sister, afi tbecorri^s* 
cations- of ra* mihd thatr feels* acutely for 
the disgrace of a family hitherto without 
stain. . -J' nvay and rniust Febl^for the cri- 
mibality of.ondiatster^ bp:it l^^bare no'hesi^ 
tation in saying; thatithe of bef ^fi^ 'nty' [^f ide 
and boast, and ..will never dish^iti^u^ the 
illustrious house which iseek» Hei^ 'a^lianbe.* 
Receive her, iSk ^Herbert Huntleyi ^^^ 



tbe< kttiida^ ef a btolMr, Wbo' c^Ib the most 
bigb God to witiiea6 <he^ purity «tid> didn^ 
teraitednessvof^hisaiiMivts; $mA soleimily 
\w(r% bifare 'thet saiftei ooiifiMietil Betog^ 
thbt if the anailarspctck' w fia« ddotd IM 
Ibuihi' ite Rdsette^^ ]|»^1' dbaraist^; 1^^ 
would dtciard M tcyh^rilk tended h^sfaoW^ 
wlA'tt iBiiebisinbKint^^ii heiidw prddttidis' 
bftr virtues?-* ' 5 :j 

There who srartelftiii^M gra»idlj^ io^p^SK 
sittf^m v/religbinl j;i isnUitiies ^hi ^e pf oif d 
n»9«ffi^!Cousiteiiaiice^i duHiyj^ * lM»^ aw£ll ap- 
peali^ Htfttteaii» 'Aropptfd froitf everf ey«; 
Hk si$ter*sobfaed aloiid^ and, m Sir ^ Hef ^ 
bbr^ groused! !kho hwdy so Sfdeoinly beaitow^ 
ed^ he replied^ ^ Mil. recetVi 3^Q«rfgift>ais a 
boon kottit fasavn^randtiwhtfaelf tfjeose to 
cbiprMh^-it inMrall'irobdiweu abaittdidii 



me***^ ' 



., He then^ldd' fiep mtd^ tibegaxrden,. and 
]V^r*C»vff)df)sb jaf))o]Agps«d^'fb thtdiifW|f 
stti?}>Ta^'j8k>«[m' dwr tbe^Hifeeting,. 

V { iWftSrilhe voauae^ff aaidr {"afin^j^, ^ '"^bjF 
WStrndfiii^ «|iBiitiotiin^ JulixJ Bulj iB<» 
4e6^ {^fl9^!;M Im^ittemltt ia; hefi'i&tc^ 
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l]^ig}itened, peiiiaps, by the accidental 
shsLve I had in her restoration." 

When the Baronet atid Mifts Cavendish 
returned, there ira$ a placid serenity in 
Kcr coiiBteiiaiice,--Ha ^hastened pleasure in 
her eye/ihat spoke happiness and recover- 
ed peace; and every body had so much to 
i^y, either of inquiry or information, that 
Lady Ann forgot the hour, no one thought 
proper to remind her of it, and it was late 
when Mr. Gaskell and the Vicar took 
leave. 

Before breakfast, oor heroine and her 
friend,' loaded with presents, walked to the 
Vicarage, and were hailed with shouts of 
joy by the childreh, \^^hose growth and 
improvement were so -conspicuous^ that 
Fanny blushed at producing toys beneath 
the attention of the well-grown boy and 
^rl now before her. But she tjuidkly 
found hi^r error. When young people siec 
things for the first time, the most puerile 
objects receive an importance; which 
repeated contemplaliion would destroy. 
George and Georgiana were strangers to 

VOL. III. £ 
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the use of toys, excopt tliQse Mm Fite* 
York had aforetime prepented ;. aodi, 43 
^hey were in every t^ffit^t different, though 
equ^Uy adapted to QhUdh^94# they; Ap* 
pear^d coasjequeptiAl aad deiiv^ « vajw 
equally delightful aqd xmpoftant, Miis 
Su^auM^ Simpkia bustled^ ;md bridled, aid 
aiqapered, ^.i^d frpwiie4», alt^rnfitely; m 
fhor^, there waa spmetbiog iu hef ni^iMiier 
thajt woul4 have expr«ffsf4 pl^^ure, if a 
ooiiiitrai^ sentimeiH had not ^nter^pred* 
Fanny was too well acquainted with ^ 
irrjegttUritle3 of her t^per ; ^o . i^np^^er 
1l^lQh ft its present ioconsusteuoy : bift^ 
wfortunatel^y, inquiring after Julia, Urn 
storm burst forth. *' Ob, Miss Fif^-Ypr^l" 
shjB excmmed, '' could you haye tiiW^^ 
;t possible that a clergy ma:n/^-- a ^i^^i^tpr 
of the C^hurch of England, -r* could: havif 
intrxMluce^ pollution into th^ hou^e whftf 
I pr^i^d.^ P I, who neir^ir su^£|]f^^ f^y Qba^ 
lips tQ be defiJed by the toucb 0^ pym^^r^ 
w^Q ey& If^hoid^ pfofesse4. w^ntjc^ foK 
tbe ^t tii^ -7- apd; ^}^fm P»re sail .*i« 

9trai^rsit9^ tJiie^ftowMi^. ctf }9S9iy¥>¥9i«iB^^ 



I r 



FANWY FITZ-'TORK. 7S 

A pretty example she will prove to Geor* 
giana Simpkiii> and finely we have heen 
ta&ed of throughout the comitry ! Do ask 
your mamma ta speak to his li^verence. 
He will mind her more than any body else, 
and I dare say she might persuade him to 
turn her out,'* . 

^^ Turn her out, madam !" said FanDy^ in 
amazemefat '^Turn out his own sister! 
The sister, of Rosette ! that I am sure my 
mother will never do," 

** Why, surely, Lady Ann cannot ap^ 
prove of his keeping her here, to the scan- 
dal of his cloth and the disgrace of his 
j)rofei^ion !'* 

^^The scandal and disgrace, madam, 
would be in turning her out. His profbs-* 
sion teaches repentance and forgiveness of 
^ins; but, by discarding her, he would 
shut out all prospect of the one, and, by 
the sanie rale, all possibility of the other; 
and be, in fact, answerable for her misery 
here and hereafter." 

Mr, Cavendish and Rose at that moment 
joined tiietii, "I see," said dse Vicart^ 
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with a benevolent smile, '^ that Miss Simp- 
kin has been upon the subject of grievan* 
cesy which surely was not treating Miss 
Fitz-York with her usual politeness, at the * 
£rst visit Do you find the children much 
altered, my dear young friend }*^ 

" Oh ! the sweet little creatures,"" repli- 
ed Fanny, '^ are^ improved beyond what I 
could have supposed possible. If you do 
not often indulge me with their company 
at the Tower, I shall be a very constant 
and a troublesome guest to Miss Simpkin.'* 

^^To her unremitting care,'' said, the 
Vidar, ** I owe. much, and my boy and girl 
still more, which induces me to bear a de- 
gree of irritating contradiction upon one 
subject, that I once thought my nature 
could never have borne. That we.difier 
irtmany points, I do not wonder, but^e 
may surely differ and not disagree. 1 
think the happiest moment of my life was 
tbatwhich restored Julia to my protecting . 
roof; it had quite a contrary effect upon - 1 
Miss Simpkin; but, if I overlook her 
more thau indifference, and she make al« 
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lowance for the natural aiFection of a bro- 
ther, I think we might come to a proper 
understanding, without the sacrifice of 
domestic peace/' 

Sir Herbert was seen coming down the 
walk, which prevented ah effusion just 
rising to the chaste lips of the maiden. 
Whether the reader has suffered much loss 
from the suppression cannot be exactly 
ascertained ; . but, knowing the full extent 
of her argumentative powers, we rather 
conceive it to be a matter of congratuk? 
tvaa than otherwise. The Baronet came 
with information that breakfast wailed for 
the runaways, — that Mr. and Mrs. Leigh 
w^ arrived,-F-and that Lady Ann wished 
to see Mr, Cavendish as soon as conveni* 
ent* 

Aflter the morning rq>ast, her ladyship 
retired with her two trusty and tried 
friends, Mr« Strictland and the Vicar, to 
her libracy, when the banker drew from 
his pocket the Ust will and * testament of 
Mr. 0!£rian,*-^copies of which he had for- 
warded to Lord Mountcastle, and to Ire- 
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laind. The preamble contained reflections 
on aon^e near relatives, but without naming 
tbem> who had insidiously succeeded in 
warping his mind, and instilling false no* 
tions of (^rtain persons, whom he too late 
repented having discarded. It went on to 
say, that though he could not reward one 
party, without violating his oath, he could 
and would punish the other, by leaving 
the bulk of his. property at the will of a 
stranger. He then proceeds in the negulw 
way ; ^^ I give . and bequeath to Maria 
Mountcastle, commonly called Lady Ma-i 
ria, the sum of fifteen thousand pounds^ 
because she is less beloved. by her parents 
than such a good girl ought to be. I give 
and bequeath to Rosette Cavendish, vfho, 
4uringit)y illness, has been unto me as a 
daughter, five thousand pounds, and my 
best diamond ring; each legacy to be paid 
within pne year of my decease. To all 
my servants, without distinction, I give one 
hundred pounds and decent mourning:* 
All the rest^ residue, and remainder of my 
property, whatsoever, or wheresoever Ijringi 
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I gsive and bequeath to John Strictland^ 
Esq. in trust for any desernng young wo* 
man be shall select, witbm twelve months 
after my d»th. In his choice I make no 
stipulations of poverty, imt I would wish 
het to be well educated; rich or poor, 
iKmdsmne or ugly, she 'will be equally entt- 
tted to my inhl^ritance ; though, if I might 
^vliiiture aliy pr^rence, it should be in 
fkir^mr of auburn hair and blue eyes* I 
jfbfther request John Strictland^ Esq. will 
lietept my goM repeating watch, my se- 
trond best diamond ring, and my silver 
stoimted pistoffi, on which are engraved 
itiy initials'and ctesti as a trilBing remune^ 
ration fof the trouble I am entailing upoA 
him. A duplicate of this my last will and 
tlg^tametit will be fbund in the possession 
df my sdiditor, r» Boyd, of Lincoln'^- 
Itin-Seidsv'* 

^^^EhiB testament^ it appears,** continued 
llifi Strieiiand^ "^^waf executed before ha 
Iciftldwn; but^ the <y lowing codicil, Writ- 
t^timithUh cmn hand, wasaddedf^ at Ghes^ 
Ufy ^ft^ hi* AcGidettt, and is as^ follows; 
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*^ The above is the will of a humondsl^ 
dictated in perfect healthy and under im- 
pressions of resentment. I am now lying 
on the bed of sickness, labouring under 
^cute bodily pain, from which tbere is no 
probability of redemption, but by death; 
and to forgive others, as we hope ourselves 
to be ibrgiven, appears at this awful tna* 
ment a precept: so important,, that I dai^ 
not disobey it; Alexander Lord Mount«- 
ciastle, the son of my sifter, iNorah^ iand 
^ Dennis, Patrick, and Murtocfa^ sons of my 
brother, Hligfa, haVe coveted; my inh^iit* 
ance ; and, to compass their merceufiiy 
ends, have spoken words of slander aiid 
untruth against the memory of a nephew 
I once loved as my ton, and against his 
surviving family. |lesentment fqr tbis 
undeserved slander dictated the will^ by 
which I cut them off from any share of 
my property. . But, for tlie reasonis above 
named, I do repent me of the deed, aftd 
by this codicil do give and bequeath to my 
nephew» Alexander, and to my three ather 
nephews, Dennis^ Pdtricl^> and Murtocbi 



five thousand poiinds each, as a proof of 
my reconciliatiQii and forgiveness. Every 
thing before expressed I would have obey- 
ed to the very letter.** 

** What think you,** said Lady Aim ta 
Mr. Cavendish, after Mr. Strictland had 
finished, '^ of this extraordinary will? It 
evidently means my daughter to inherit. 
But, when it is known that I followed Mr. 
O-firian to Chester, and remained with him 
in bis last moments, will it not appeat as 
though I had instigated the bequest?" 

** Af^earances, my dear madam," repli- 
ed the Vicar, "are no proof. ** 

./* True. But I would be, Kke Caesar^s 
wife, unjsuspected. Lord Mountcastle^ I 
understand, had great expectations from 
the old gentleman, and to be thus defeated 
will increase. her Ladyship's rancour be- 
yond alt. bounds.. I sincerely wish^ for 
my own sake, the will bad never been 
made; for, to be thought capable of ii:iflu^ 
encing Mr» O'Brian will cause me more 
pain than any, accesskm of fol^tune to my . 

daughter will ever convey pleasure." 

E 5 



f ^ My mter/" daid Mr. Cavendkb, /^. must 
Jiave been greatly astonished at the magni- 
tude of his bequeat/' . 

" She is yet ignorant of it," replied her 
J^yjlhipt ^' I intend it for a bonne bouche 
«o«i the day of her marriage.'' 
; '^ A thought has taken possessicm of my 
.mind, since ypu mentioned Lady Mount- 
taistle»" said Mr. Strictiand, '^ that I e^i- 
iiiot help calling an omen." 
, ** Of good, I hope,'' replied het Lady- 
ship. " Pray inform me, at any rate.** 

// Should you be surprised, since my 
ward will be* the prtssumed hmess^ to re- 
ceive overtures of reconciliation : from 
X«ady Mountciistle, involving proposals for 
Fanny?" 

'^ I sliould indeed be surprised ; but 
Lady Mottnt<Sastle win never so dssc^d^ 
you may rest assured. Mr. Cavendwn/ 
I know I have only to express my widb, 
that the contents of this paper n^ay for 
the present be concealed. > Fanny has been 
brought up with huoshle expectations^ an^ 
that impressioii I wish to remabi foirrea^ 
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sons it M mi lat pr«riKtit fieessnfy M men- 

Dnting this.caftfercntfe, Si* Herbert wW 
veiry pfrcssiiig with his beloved to name an 
eaiijr day. Rosette, w-itli that ainierity 
^Irtcli ixlafked her cliaractef, i^ared bitf, 
tfca« i^ looked fofwar<f ttf thdr union, as' 
to- a period of tlie tnoit perfect Miss tM» 
woritf ca» bestow 'i but itisfistetf «hat.La*y 
Hunttey ^knild pteviously Bfe rnforrtied of 
every circumstance relative to J«dia. '*It 
must ht for be? Ladyship to* determine 
atften^rai^s,** site contended, '^ «rhetber I 
aft* to he receiyerf as a daaghfet; or re* 
jtftted I «liinfk, if your amber's eharacter* 
be tttffy ^ep^-csented, . that riejeetion wiH 
no€ be my lot; but tbat,-*i-bitteHy as I , 
should feel it,~wouM be happiness, ---bli«; 
^♦•"^wcompare* to tb6 misery \^bich mtist ire^ 
si^ fr^iD a^€ircQiiati^n oF the fdmiiy dis-^ 
gm«, srfter I ha* put* it o«t of her po^er 

" Do not alarm yourself, my dear l^scr/ 
Uiwedeasarily.i ^Tiu very improbabte such 
a gliiiy sItouWf e verreicb La(fe^ Hiio^ 
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'^ The bare possibility of such a things, 
after our marriage, would render me 
wretched. To prevent that^ write to your 
mother,— -or see her, — that perhaps would 
be better,— tell her honestly and candidlj 
every thing you know,-*-relate the bad a^iid 
the good, — let us have nothing to reproach 
ourselves with, on the score of sincerity,^— 
and we shall not be utterly miserable^ 
though what we dread should happen/' 

'' Not miserable V ^ 

** No ! Conscious integrity h a shield 
that will preserve us against the shafts of 
undeserved calamity. I see you are fear- 
ful of committing the stoiy to Lady HvaA^ 
ley, and that makes me still moce anxious 
for the communication. Shall my brother 
write to her Ladyship ?'' 

" No ! He would merely tell the cir- 
cumstance, but I have too much at stake, 
not to urge arguments and reasons which 
cannot fail to counteract the ill you seem 
resolved on/ 

''We are both resolved, I hope, to act 
pr^p&'lys BXk^ihzt is the way to^^rve 
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succ<i83| thaogh we cannot command it* 
Will you go or write ?*' 

*^ Goy by ail noeatift. Colonel Parke wUl 
^ot think of staying more than one day, I 
sfaQiild fluppooe ; when he [departs I shall 
accompany Hun, and know my fete St 



once,'' 



. Fanny, with Fredeirick and Mary, now 
appeared at the extreqaity of the walk, 
and, as they approached, Rosette per- 
ceived an air of spiritless languor,— of pen- 
sive meditation on the countenance, and 
even in the step of our heroine, that never 
strock her so forpibiy before. She hsul 
oHen seen her pensive, sometimes Unguid; 
but to these was now added a loi'k of woe^, 
altogether inexplicable ; and|, when she per- 
ceived b^r friends attention anxiously fixed 
upon her, a tear started into her eye, and 
ahe turned into another walk. 

The truth is, our heroine had discovered 
the seeds mi a passion lurkiEig in her mind> 
she never before supposed herself capable 
of. The contemplation of Mr. and Mrs. 
IJeigh's cqnjugal happiftesa^— fthe air:of im- 
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restrained pleasure^ a^d d|>eii ^ cofa£deoce 
there appeared in the behaviour of Sir Her-^ 
bert and her ftierid,— created a feelffig of 
envy and regret that such - wbuid MVtir -be 
her lot. I^He's engag^meti^ to Mkit 
Heathoote was admitted by the famitf; 
and though circumstances made her beMeve 
they wisbe^d it otherwise,. boiH^iir and in- 
tegrity would set aside ail atteft^pts to edtl-' 
eel it. Besides, on M^hat rested the proba* 
biR^, that she, an obscure > individuate 
Without rank ar fortune, would have been 
esteemed worthy of an alliance with the 
heir of a family, who might, fr^i stftla- 
tioijf^ almost choose a wife froni any bmis^ 

beneath royally? — :t 

^ Swch were Fanny's thoughts, a^ arbe vrallt-' 
ed with Frederick and his Mary ; aad the 
sight of Sir Herbert and Miss Cavendwb 
raised a sensation m her bosom tilhi^st 
amounting to agony. Roaette foHo^ed 
her with her eye, and saw, withWreasrug: 
iiiteresi, her handkerchief applied to dfe^ 
perse the unusnat tear. What was tlbe 
cause > What eoBld create. grM in ^ 
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bosom of truth and innocence? A few 
months back, Rosette would have found it 
impossible to answer these questions ; but 
love had made lier dear-sighted. Love, 
had taught her, that to nothmg else could 
her friend's dejection be attributed. But 
was it possible Fanny's could be a ho|»eless 
passion ? Was not she an object to create 
reciprocal feeling in any bosom, however 
worthy, — however exalted ? 

Sir Herbert followed the direction of 
Fanny's eye, and was at no loss to conceive 
the subject of her meditations. The at- 
tachment of Leslie had been one of his 
first observations upon the Downs at Bur- 
ford, and his own cold reception, he attri- 
buted to the right cause — jealousy. Fur- 
ther investigation convinced him that the 
passion was mutual ; though why our he- 
roine had been so anxious to leave New« 
land, without ifinally seeing her lover^ hie 
waMt a loss to determine. 

When the party met at dinner, Fanny 
had 80 far recovered her usual composure^ 
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that Lady Ann was unmindful of aiy 
change in her daughter ; and IVf iss Ca- 
vendish determined not to be the first 
to invade the peace of her revered pa« 
troness. 
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CHAP. III. 

A I>ECLARATIO,N,— A CONFJSaSION,— AH 
UIfJ£XFB€tED MJBETIKO,^— A»D A LAI* 
FAREWELL. 

Frederick, by desire of L&dj^ Aftn^ 
left Mary for a few days • at the T6 wer ; 
and, in the evernDg, Colonel Par^, tme 
to hfs a{>pointinent» arrived, and was ' re- 
ceived with the polite familiarity of an old 
acquaintance. Tremorne appeared in his 
ey«s -an earthly paradise ;^— Lady Ami he 
pronounced the most charming^ and de* 
l%btfttl of women^-^Mrs. Leigh and Miss 
Cavendish worthy of all praise* — and Faany 
the presiding d^ity, who claimed exclu* 
sively the homage of mankind. 

** Aie you pre^oHuredy'' said Sir HerbeH, 
to whom lie made tl^s deolakatiion, ^'to 
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contend against a hoist of rivals? Miss 
Fitz-York is generally admired, ai\d I 
know no young woman who liiore justly 
claims it.'" 

'* Nor I, by heaven!" emphatically ex- 
claimed the Colonel ''But admiration 
does not express my feelings. I am in 
love, — deeply, — decidedly in love^^ — dud 
wiless th« charming girl returns my pas* 
sion "^ 

" What, already, Colonel ? She has 
Juown you but a &w short days*" 

"Very true ! But you see how * ft# 
uteys h^e rnetamorphpsed me/' . 

'' I do jtaeit," said the Baronet, smiling; 
^* buit.Miss Fitz-York Is so young and at> 
tractive^ and-'^r— ** i 

i'M.am ^m old and di^agr^able*. I ua«* 
ddrstand you, Herbert You think me a 
yaia superannuated fool^ that deserves oi^ 
to be laughed at." 

^^ Indeed I 4I0 not The afibetion of 
Colonel Parke confers honour on any>fe<* 
n»f^.i I only nouaant; »tOid[)SQrve^> 'tbaiv pi'o. 

bably a giii of eigliiteen has lAopeattrac- 
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tion for a man nearly forty than the man 
nearly forty has for the girl of eighteen; and 
tbat^ consequently, he must allov the lady 
a little more time to discover his merits 
than he confesses it required to discern 
her's. To be serious^ tny dear Cokmel^ 
and because it wonld be wrong to flatter 
you, I honestly oenftsS) that I fear your 
suit vili be unsuccessful ; not for lack of 
ritber merit of attiaction on your part, i>ttt 
from a suspicion that the lady's heart is 
pre-occupied. 1 would not have hazarded 
a hint of the kind, but to save my friend 
the mortification of a refusal, "^ 

The Coionel shewed evident sigtis of 
disappointoient, but at length said, ^ why 
were not you thus candid before ?^ 

^^ Before you had sieen the lady, do yob 
mean, Colonel ? This is the first private 
Qpnversation we have had since the bait; 
Ukd though your admiration was. pretty 
evident at Salisbury, it was not for me to 
p«t ^negative upon your present visit. '^ 

Thei^lonel aro^^, after an uneasy night; 
and requesting Lady Ann's attention fbr a 
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few moments^ declared the impression her 
lovely daughter had made on his huherto 
insensible heart, — that the fears which na* 
turally suggeste^l themselves of a prior at- 
tachmcnt, added to the very mean opiuioti 
be entertained of his own pretensions, pre- 
vented his speaking to the young lady, 
until he had previously consulted her Lady- 
ship; whose candour, he trusted,, would 
jastify the appeal, and prevent any useless 
application to Miss Fit?- York*'* " 

I^dy Ann, politely thanking him for the 
honour his «fivourable opinion conferred on 
her daughter, assured him, that no pre-» 
possession, she-was aware of, would militate 
against his pretensions, — that Fanny's 
choice, whenever she declared it, would 
meet with bei: full approbatioB, — but that 
prpbably he was not aware of the com* 
nionly-received opinion, namely, her very 
humble pretensions to fortune. ** I mention 
this. Colonel,'", she added, '^ not with the 
idea tliat wealth has or will iiiQttence yoi^- 
but in ohedien^ to her father's last will, 
who wished the circumstance to be gene* 



rally understood/ The Colonel) in reply, 
assured her Ladyship that she did him no 
more than justice, in supposing him uninflu-^ 
eQced by wealth. ^-The knowledge that 
Miss Fitz- York's pecuniary prospects were 
limited was a subject of rejoicing rather 
than the contrary, since it enabled him. to 
shew the disinterestedness of his attach- 
ment* He then requested her Ladysbip 
would be considerate enough to pave the 
way for an interview with her daughter. 

** Are you not precipitate. Colonel?'* 
interrupted Lady Ann. ** A further 2lo 
quaintance mig^t considerably aid your 
cause; since Fanny is too little susceptible 
to fall in love at first sigb^ or upon a very 
short acquaintance." 

*^ Never lose an advantage by procrasti- 
nation, is a soldier's motto, and I have too 
few to risk the smaHest Will your Lady^ 
ship oblige me ?** 

** Certainly." The Colonel now retired; 
and tacitly acknowledged bis presumption, 
in employing a female, younger than him- 
self, to negoeiate a marriage with her 
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cbiM* At the Mine time confessing, that 
the mother waa little liess charming tisan 
the daughter, and that it would have been 
moi^ prudent, bad the fate's so ordained 
it, to seek a connection where difiirence 
of age would have been no drawback, and 
where he might have expected a friend, a 
companion^ and an advisej?. 

^ Heyday ! my good woman, "^ methinia 
X hear some very youDg lady exclaim, 
^* what ar^ yQO: about ? Do you mean to 
make the gallant. Colonel: in love with both 
mother and daughter ?'' 

'* I noyran, xfxy dear Mis9, to represent 
him as he re^Uy is. But wbetbejr he be iu 
love with botb,-*^r either,— or which, — 
time alone must disclose*" 

L^dy Ann; took the first opportunity of 

d^aiwin^her daughter aside, and informed 
her, in few words, of Colonel Parke's ho- 
nourable declaration, and* h^r promise to 
l^his hecald qu the appi^achiiig occasion. 
"^mt^V heaved a deep sigh, asf she Confessed 
tl)e ipoDossibility^ of receiving the Colonel 
ap. S lovf r» iAb idM that she waa going to 



r^N»y FITZ'YOEK. 95 

eomj^Miicete the sama pan; to another^ 
wb¥?li hsKi so (ifi^9f u% lacerated her own 
l^m^lBif drew forlb a ii^^lifig of compassiflii 
thai: .9uffiii»Qd her eyea with teara, and^ 
caused a look of surprise from her Lady-* 
ship; wbfH tii^ki^g l^r daugbter'a hand, 
»id> -' what aUs my Faony ? If the Ck^lb- 
Del he. not to yowt tast^ my love, I shall 
mover wrgc the subject you may rest aasu-* 
red. ^Theii, why this agitatio^i?'] 
, Faunjr coojeealed her hliitbes with her 
handkerchief, whilst she exclaimed, almost 
ifl^rticuMtdy, '' \ am v^iy. weak, my dbar 
in^f I^r, ill giving H^^ 't» emotions so ciil- 
f^U; b0t, iqdefdft yqu i»haQ. never havts 
<(a9s« to r^proachiOie^^gfiioy" ^ 

" Rej^rpec^ Eao»y ' ^ jHft^ web a senti* 
ment escaf^d: 19^ r 

/ " pb, af> !r^I wander, -rnii know not 
wbatl,ft?y." 

, f^Xoi^ do BO^i iiid^, »y l^v^-r^ 
l«fWt,Jf W9«iA fWl tl^mki so^j^wheE yo* 
cfU your ^mot^rv^ qulp^le; but mliri 
andx compose yourself. When yQ» are 
9RP^. i?ft|Pi.iBhftJl wqwwjour confidence. 
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Ifi the mean tim^ remember, my child^ vir& 
have hitherto lived ^r friends^ and^ I trust 
every emotion of your heart will be poured 
into tbe symfmthizing bosom of yotir affec- 
ticmalie mother/- ' ^ 

Fanny, seizing her parentV hand, cov^r^ 
ed it with kisses, and, hurrying out of the 
room, left her Ladyship buried in deep 
meditation. That sometfaing of moment 
to her daughter'!} happiness was painfully 
conoealed there remained not a shadow of 
doubL 

It now occurred, for the first time, that 
since her return she had seetr bet morefrer 
quently buried in thonght than formerfy; 
her countenance^ t)30, had k^t its play fol 
gaiety, and' as^tbed i. look of care, quite 
foreign to its natural character. Lady 
Ann blamed herself for suffiei^ing these re- 
marks to occur so late, but, surrounded by 
eompany^ before whom fanny had forced 
herself to appear cheari^l, no woncier^thi^ 
<:hange had passed off with so little obser- 
vation* • • •- -1. > . 

, Jt ntturaUy>occiiyred to her Ladyship 
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that Sir Herbert Hmitley, from being at 
Newland, was the best nperson to throw 
light oil a subject so interesting. But, 
would it be feif,-*^wbuld it be generous,— 
to seek information from others, when she 
had expressly declared, that irorn Fanny's 
own niouth kAie expected sincerity and 
confideiice? No! she would wait her 
own time^ and triist to that candour 
which had characterized her from earliest 
in&acy. 

Meanwhite, Fanlay, secluded in the pri- 
vacy of hti o>^n apartnMnt^ . tock herself 
sewrely to task for her weakness. To save 
the siaternAl heart of Lady Ann from suf- 
fering one pBUg on \her acccmnt, ' she had 
detenniiied to conceal a pre|i6^$essibh, 
which absence and reason she hoped 
would entirely conqucir; but^ taken by 
surprise, etc titaie had been allowed to 
soften the puiigMcy of her fbelings, 'she 
had incautiourfy hetrayed that something 
was wrong, Budthat something must now 
be explained to her own mortification. 

Lady Ann, from her window, seeing the 

VOL. III. F • 
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Colonel alone, and pacing the garden^ as if 
in deep meditation, resolved to declare at 
once her daughter's resolution. The task 
shci had undertaken was pai-nful and un- 
plea^ant/; but it was an incumbent duty^ 
and the ^oaer a state, df suspense: is deci- 
ded t^e better for all parties. Her i ap- 
proach was jipt perceived, by the Colonel; 
but, .the sound of her voice made him 
start^ and l;e was beginning, an. apology, 
couched in very gallant terms, wj^^niJier 
Ladyship, softening tb^ intelligence as 
much; as, possibly, informed bim ^of her 
daughter's . dfcjs^on.. ^^ I. have <nev(^r: yet» 
Colopel," sheaddedi, ^'eufde^pitr^ to bias 
her inqlinatjo;!,,. be<;jE(u^, ip^.s^^: aif&irr.Qf 
such Importance f^^her fujt^rqhAppis^as, 
she^ and she only, ^niijSjt, decide. i.Th*t^we 
are both sensible.of .the honpMr your at- 
tach men t confers, I %pe y ou ,wi 1 1 .bfi^ieye ; 
and, I beg leav^.to^assure^^^ tjbattwhen 
that attachment §u^|5idps, ^.it will,( jpato 
calm esteem andfrjendship^ J shf^Ui^ot. be 
backward to cuUivaXe . your further ac- 
quaintance." 
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"So fall the hopes of Feign well !'' said 
the Colonel, in soliloquy, after Lady Ann 
had quitted him: "I wish I had taken 
Herbert's hint; but I am justly punished 
for supposing a lovdy young woman 
would listen to the^ overtures of a man old 
enough to be her father. Father ! and 
why not? Lady Ann is still in her prime, 
and I almost think would have been my 
preferable choice, had I seen her before I 
encountered her syren daughter. But I'll 
do nothing rashly in future ; my late de- 
feat shall serve as a lesson, for I am now 
convinced that there is. virtue — much vir- 
tue, in procrastination !" 

Lady Ann, as a means of making the 
Colonel's visit more agreeable, requested 
Mr. Gaskell and the Vicar to join them at 
dinner; and their presence served, in some 
measure, to do away the embarrassment of 
Fanny; Her ' rejected admirer, to the 
astonishment and joy of all who were in 
the secret, appeared as*Tittle disconcerted 
and almost ias happy »^ any of the party. 
•Fanny joyful and the Colonel happy !" 

F a 



n^ 



100 FAKNV WlTZ^rOtLK. 

exclaims the aforesaid young miss. ^^ When 
was there an instance of a young lady's 
joy, at finding the hnpression made by her 
charms so feeble, th^t t\ie dissC^rded^Waiu 
could, in the very* crisis of his disappoint- 
ment, appear happy ? And when was there 
a real lover happy under such circumstaa- 

CCS?" 

To the former accusation I reply, ** that 
my heroine was educated at; Tremorne, 
where the vanity^ of universal admiration 
was never heard of, — where .the misery of 
a fellow-cireature, though that fellow-crea* 
ture should happen to be a lover, was a 
subject of pain, — and, that triumph was a 
word never used in Lady Ann's school, 

■ 

except in reference to virtue and good- 
ness,'* 

'' Come^ you have made a tolerable de- 
fence for Fanny," exclaims my opppnent; 
" but the lover, — there we shall puzzle 
you." 

•* Are you sure the Colpi^el i^as a lover 5^' 
^^ We have his oyn authority for it." 
*^ Did you never I^now an instance, my 
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dear miss, of R^person Jitneying himself in 
love, and after his suit had been rejected, 
wisely adopting Mr. Pope's maxim, * wbat« 
ever is, is right?' *^ 

•* Never? Difficulty and opposition, in- 
stead of quenching, add fuel to the flame/* 

. ** Amongst very young people I grant 
yc^a. But middle aged gentlemen mix 
prudence with passion ; and what prudent 
man, on the verge of forty, would fret 
bimself into aodnsumpti^n for a girl of 
eigbt^ai'?- Particularly with an object be- 
fore his eyes infinitely ffiore eligible in 
point of year^, and with every grace and 
accomplishment of her daughter ripened to 
maturity ? If thescf arguments will not jus- 
tify my Colonel's flexibility, I must give 
bim up to the indignation of those readers 
who bow before the sovereignty of love, 
and think every appeal to reason and com- 
ttion sense little short <](f high treason. 

The following dayi Sir Herbert and his 
friend took leave ; when the Colonel con- 
fessed the justice of Miss Fitz--York's sen- 
tence, and obtained permission to revisit 
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the Tower as a friend. Once more confi- 
ned to a family party, for of Mrs. Leigh 
and Mr. Strictland Lady Ann made no 
strangers, Fanny followed her mother into 
her dressing-room, and, with blushes and 
confusion, related the history of her heart. 
Whilst dwelling on the almost parental af- 
fection of the Duke and Duchess, the 
character of Leslie unfolded itself in colours 
so glowing, that Lady Ann sighed to find, 
the object of her daughter's affections too 
amiably to be easily forgotten ; and blamed 
herself for throwing that daughter into the 
way of temptation at an age so susceptible, 
and without a monitor whose quick sight- 
edness might have announced the danger, 
ei-e it was too late to shun it. Young 
Talbot's engagement to her Grace's niece 
seemed sd probable, and withal so fully 
corroborated by her own confession, both 
before Fanny, and when she could have 
no suspicion of her being a witness, that 
she felt no hesitation in believing its truth, 
confirmed, as undoubtedly it was^ by the 
speech of her Grace on the last evening of 
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F^nny 'fi sojourii at Newland, although she 
fsdidfBd^ from the whole of her daughter's 
accoimt; tliat the engagettient was prema' 
tarely concluded, and that the Duke and 
hb-'heir wished it otherwise. 

Fanny felt greatly relieved by this com- 
mtintcation. Having nothing further to 
disclose, her eye sustained the gaze of 
Lady Ann without shrinking, and confi- 
dence, completely restored, paved the way 
for ' admonition and advice. Her Lady- 
ship was too well assured of the native 
energy>bf her daughter to have any fears 
ultimately respecting the present attach-' 
n^ent; for^ a sense of right and justice 
were too well grounded to form a wish of 
invading either; and absence and variety 
of occupation would restore, her mind to 
its former tone. Sifi reasoned Lady Ann, 
— sohoped her daughter. How far their 
expectations were answered time will de- 

monitrate* 

jAilia^ since her return, had remained in- 
visible to ati^^except her brother and sister, 
and the latter had only been admitteit 
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once. Shame is a po'vverful feeling tin 
susceptible mind, and only to foe CQiiC|iiier^ 
ed by a consciousness of jxf> longer jdeser-* 
ving it Julia sincerely tepented of: her 
youthful errors, and retired frona each cbix* 
ference with the Vicar with a mind im- 
proved and fast verging towards sel^ftcsteem. 
Her moments of recreation were spent iii 
the garden, or in lonely ramhies. at. those 
hours, when there appeared least . proba- 
bility of encountering the gaze she yet 
wanted courage to face. j 

One morning, having passed a sleepless 
night, Fanny arose with the sun ;t < and, 
knowing Mary Leigh took pleasure in an 
early ramble, roused her friom her slura- 
b|si*$, and the youthful pair set forirartl to 
brush the morning dew. from the, tender 
herbage. The village q|)ck, crowed as they 
passed his domain,— the watchful house* 
clog peeped frotti his kennel, as if to. ascer- 
tain their motives for rambling at an hour 
so unusual,-^the birds welcomed their ap- 
proach with carrols of cheerfuXn€ss,-^and 
the Iambs frisked round their dams in 
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\6kfsn of delight;-^ all nature appeared 
g^ly grateful ; and our heroine, sympa- 
thising, iojthe general Joy; bounded across 
the. field?* fnequehtly deviating from the 
beatea track by tbe tehiptation of k newiy 
raised mushroom, or gathering from the 
hedge-raws the svireet scented violet 

They were preparing 'to cross a stile, 
which led in another direction to th6 yiU 
Ugfr when a ^ femade; clad in '^ suits of 
woe/' approached from • the other side, and 
raiding her head, at the iunusual interrupt 
tion, screamed out, M Mary!" and fell td 
the ground. Mus^Leigfa^ and F&nny both 
flen? to hef assistance; when the fortner 
joyfully exclaimed, *^ Julia 1 Is It possible? 
Do I indeed once inore behold my deliver^' 
cr?^\ Tbe mutual recognition inistantly 
explained to Fainny where Mary and Julia 
had before inet ; and fhcfir separation in 
the area of the abandoned woman's bou^e; 
presented tbesister of Rosette in such ^fa- 
vourable colours, that Fanny pressed the 
hand she still held, and expressed her ap- 
probation in terms so flattering, that tbe 

F 3 
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face of Julia glowed with delight. A sen-* 
satton that had long been a stranger to her 
care-worn bosom • throbbed through her 
veins, and she exclaimed, ^* now, indeed, 
I may hope to be forgiven, since I have 
been the humble instrument of snatching 
a fellow-creature from destruction. There 
is now a certainty of your safety, which I 
durst before scarcely think probable; for, 
though, through my means,''you escaped 
the snares of Clayton and Mrs. Letsom, I 
knew not but you might fall into hands as 
bad ; and I hail this meeting as h token of 
reconciliation to God and to m.^clf/', 
. " And to your friends, I hope,^* said 
Fanfi]^; « ^* amongst whom those at the 
Tower are not to b)%reckoned amongst the 
least of your well-wishers* ^ary looks as 
if she had much to communicate; I shall 
therefore leave you, on^ condition that yoii 
join our breakfast tdble at eight o'clock; 
No hesitation, — for I will accept no denial; 
Our strangers are go^e, — every body will 
be prepared to receive you kiiidly, — and I 
shall endeavour to prevail upon your bro- 
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ther to joitt our^ party j so btfnjour a pre^ 
sen*."" ' ♦ 

Fanny found the Vicar just risen, but he 
looked grave when she mentioned ^ her ar- 
rangemeiift ."• Your benevolence, my dear -■ 
young- friend/' «aid he/ "carries you too 
far*. Julia may in time be worthy of your 
favour,— I trust she is making rapid strides 
towards it^ — but you are too young to 
brave pubKC'<)pTnio»; that will strongly ' 
ebndenm your purpose, and' I have too 
much regard for the honour of Miss Fitz- 
York to sacrifice its smallest point, even 
to sd^stkm' a sister's broken reputation/' * 
. f^auTiy looked disappointed. Her aiFec- 
tiooate >and ardent. bosom throbbed with 
good wishes towards all mahkiod, and for 
the isister. I of • Rosette she ftlv an interest 
almost. equal ta what herself would have 
exeitedi. . i* (s JuHa Bever again," ^e in- 
quired/ "i to bentfaken into favour." 

; " Partially,'* be replied* ** Her relative 
connexions would be culpable not to hold 
forth, every, en eouragemeait to returning 
virtue, c-jTliosr-disertet imatrons who stand 



108 FANKT fitz-yoek:. 

high above the world's censure, would 
likewise honour themselves and human iia- 
ture, by lifting up a* fallen sister; but 
youth should be particularly, gimrded 
against improper acquaintance. The breath 
of calumny is a two-edged sword^and cuts 
deeply into the faitr fatne of unsuspecting 
innocence* A wound once received is 
with difficulty healed, and scarcely ever 
' without leaving a scar to denote the moral 
mischief. Julia has suffered, and will 
continue to suffer for her imprudence,both 
in her own person, and in that of her near*' 
est connexions; 'tis mor^ than profaabfe a 
sister's peace may be the sacrifice, for wiiat 
mother would wilHngly yoke her son to a 
tainted stock ?** 

Fanny listened attentively to the worthy 
divine's monition, but could not give up 
her plan without appearing 'eaprictbos; 
nor, indeed, were his^argoments in her op^ 
nion conclusive. He allowed that Lady 
Ann would do herself honour by noticing 
Julia in her reformed state ; would it not 
then be dishonourabic to neglect \itx} And 



\miid hf« daughter be e sufficient plea? 
Ati fength, by way of conipromise, our 
hermneagveedto^ 'be governed by her md'- 
ther's* opinion^ and left the vicarage, eager 
to cotiautt her« ^ '■ ' * 

J«ady Anti appkudied herinotives, at the 
same time ooufe^sing the justice of her 
worthy friend's counsel ** But,- in this 
casa/^ she coiitiilued, ^^ he does JuKa /w 
than justice; apd yew mcre^ for no reason 
tha^ I cafi unider^t&nd, except her being 
his neten* 'Any other young woman, un- 
der exactly sivnitar ctrcumstatkres, he would, 
I ani persiuaded, fecommefld tb my patron*- 
age^i- k^i for fear oF ap^ritig tdtereMed, 
w incurring fy^re blame, he is cautious 
even to a hxAt, We hni^t not, hoirever, 
let his generosity ^t the better of ours ; I 
shall receive i Julia An the company o£her 
brotber iatHi •sistei^ and those who woiild 
do oth^r^^e^' possess a fastidioushess I 
shall not enVy;" 

Fanny, highly gratified, walked about 
the court watching the approach of ber 
visitors, withoaf ao^uainting Rosette of her 
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exp^ted guest. At kngth they apfdahedy 
accompanied by IVIr. Cavendish, atid.'Fam'^ 
ny». giving him a look ^of . tii»&){^» itoM. 
Jutia : her ippther was tmpatieqt; to<;a^ 
hen Now the moment appro^afaed her 
tremUing limbs almost refused their sup- 
port, till her brother, taking her hand, hd< 
hei: into the breakfast;*room, and,, with an 
appropriate speech; presented her to Lady 
Aim* Rosette looked surprised); font Jt- 
was surprise mixed with pleasure ;{ ^^d 
Fanny, to take off the embarrassmeot of 
tht meeting, i:elated how and where they 
had n^et ; and cpficluded, by saying, *^tbat> 
^8/Mf:s» JUigh and (Julia were oW acqu^iiitr. 
anoe, she shOMld have Jboto .waiitii^ m 
hospitality inot to^^bave' inyiteiil the latter> 
fojspend: the. day at least. •; r 

'i >.Shice Lady Ann's ireturn Jnto.:DiBwn- 
slltie, Major Stokes had lefthis|€ardl;wia^» 
but the imtpre^sion made in t4)^ p^jghbouif 

hood had been so unfavourabjt*, owing to 

« 

tliecoiiductof his quondam wife, that her 
Ladyship l>ad no. ^ish. tb ^eiieourage the 
acquaii3tanee, until iujformcd by Mr. Ca- 
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vdndish that he was a character perfectly 
harmless, and in many respects estimabie.^ 
This i];itelligence altered her intention; 
andj accompanied by her own family and 
the Vicati she made a call at the iodge; 
The Major appeared truly ^sensible of the 
favour, and expressed his obligation ^ 
the honour so many £oe women » had con- 
ferred on a poor isolated, n^glectedi old 
baehehr^ — ^the last word very emphatic, — 
in terms so gallant, so truly consistent with 
the. old school, and so unlike the vapid 
politeness of modern times, that the party 
were infinitely amused and gratified. Many 
Eastern delicacies w^re produced, and 
Hassan, his faithfiil bliE^k, skipped about 
as though the sight of i so many beautiful 
and respectable ladies cheei^ed his b^art as 
well as his inastisr's. In short, before ^the 
end. of the visit, * ^ til^ty .^of lalliatice and 
friendship was agreed f upon, and the pre* 
liminary article was a promise to dine. at 
Pine-Lodge the day but poe following; ; 

As they were preparing to depart, Mr. 
Gossip dropped in, and> bowing profoundly 
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to the ladies^ asked M n Cavendish if he 
ex|96Cted company at the vicarage? ' ^. If 
not^. my dear Sir,'* he continued, •* ybu 
will be taken by surprise, for a chaise stop* 
ped at your door as I ascended the hilL 
Major, Jiow ate you to-day ? You look 
mbre cheerful than usual, and no wonder, 
the sight of beauty is better than medicine; 
tK Becky?" : 

This reference to his wife was aow be^ 
corner so inveterate a habit, that, present 
or absent, he seldom finished a sentence 
without appealing to her. On the present 
occa»oD, the ladies looked at each other, 
fort xge&aoqtiain^ed with his foible, and the 
name, of hi? #afe, they Wondered of coarse 
what was meant. The Vicar was too much 
absorbed in thought to oiier an explana- 
tion, or indeed know that any was neces- 
sary; but Major Stokes, conceiving at 
once the nature and extent of their ex- 
changed glances, said, smiling, '^ Becky 
is his wife, ladies;^ whose judgment be ap- 
pears to: hold in great veneration, if we 
may judg^ by 'his continually applying to 
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her. iBy all who know his strange habit, 
this appeal to Becky is placed in a paren-^ 
thesis; hutiifiday of my fair friend^s chris- 
tiaiii fiaihes had been Rebecca, your re- 
ference. Gossip, would, with great justice, 
hafve:bTOn deemed ir»!}^ertinetit. Did such 
a-cii&cumstauce never happen in the course 
of your visktsi"i ! ' ^ 
-J** Yee^ /once; and a most unfortunate 
affair it was.: I iippened to be sent for by 
a psregnJmt lady, ivbosfe maiden sister, -as 
ntyiulbstarH^, would h^ve it, was christened 
Rebec^j and aMrf ore starched plecie of 
ujptrigbtness • fadver issued ifii^m ^he hands of 
her^maker. 'After much coir^siiltation and 
advice,; the married* ladfy bespoke my at- 
tendance a/t .a<|8pecif!ed time, Whether I 
was wanted or not, and laid gi^eaf dtress 
upon my)puhbtuality« To M^Kkh I. replied, 
** certainly, my dear madam. People ii^ 
your ,'«iluatioa 1. ought toot * to sufTe/ the 
sma&st unea^neisr' froiinr disappointment; 
we? aietjttsed tto. these things, and fully un- 
derslaad>jirlieqi;7.'Ddiftive; Becky?"^ - 
^* A very md^apropos qudstlOii indeed, 
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Gossip/' said the Major. '* How did yo¥L 
get over it ?" 

" I never did get over it,. Majon Thoj 
unlucky words lost me a hundred a-year. 
If you had seen the formal maiden's phhZ| 
when I inadvertently, but innocdndy, 
made use of them, you would have remem-. 
bered it, as I shall to the last hour of my 
existence. All the evil passions were con- 
veyed in one glance of her ferocious eye- 
She bridled, and tosaed, and asked me 
how I dared to address her upon such a- 
subject ? But, so far from knowing what 
she, meant, I was ignorant of having used; 
thg offensive words, until her sister ex- 
plained the matter; at the same time teU 
ling me that she would dispense, with my 

fUit^^^ visits."!. , : ; .; .. 

, " Very tioifOr^iiifiate iiideeAif. observed j 
Lady Ann. .• .,;;-. •. / .. .v- • 

.^^ Yet it ha^ nftt cure^ bim you see, my 
lady," said the Major.: ** Indeed, I believe 
these ha jbits, ar^ vei:y diffictilt to eradicate. 
A friend pf inine, at Calcutta^ interiarded' 
the whole of hia ^ conversaticm with those 
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iinmeaniDg expletives, Jisa-fuzza! and 
fne became at length so notorious, that 
•many people recognized him by that ap- 
pellatioiiy who, in fact, w^re ignorant of 
his real name." 

The party now took leave, and were 
passing through the^pleasant fields leading 
to Treniorne, when a figure, uncommonly 
tall, and out of all proportion thin, ap^ 
peared walking slowly towards them, lean- 
ing on the arm of an old man, and appa- 
rently very weak and emaciated.. Conjec- 
ture .was busy in guessing who this visitor 
of the Major's couJd.be,— 'for the road led, 
tq no other habitation, — when he sunk into 
the arms of his aged attendant, who called 
loudly for help, Mr, (pavendish flew to his 
assistance; J>ut words are inadequate to 
express his surprise, . when he found him- 
self clasping the almost transparent hands 
of. Henry Tudor! Hf had not fainted,; 
but naerely sunk down oveyppwered by his 
feelings. « My . Henry !" , j '/My. revered 
preceptor !" were all that e.§c^ped th? lips 
<^f either, before the ladiea and JVfy, Strict-; 
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land joined them. An exclamation from 
Lady Ann was followed by a shriek from 
Fanny ; when Tudor, staggering towards 
theni, partly through weakness, but more 
from veneration, dropped upon his knees. 
** Oh fny adored friends !" he faintly arti- 
culated, *' I return i^ever more to leave 
you whilst life' citculates in this feeble 
frame ; and, when the vital spark is extinct, 
my spirit, if such be the will of' God, 
shall hover round the spot consecrated to 
love aiid friendship/*' .1; 

* These wdrds werfe uttered witli sudh 
pfous' solemnity, that teafs flowed hhm 

• • • 

every ' eye except the speakerV; bis were 
raised to heaven in pious meditation. Mr. 
CaVendisli, lifting him from the ground, 
Warned him for venturing oiit, after the 
fatigue of his journey ; when, with a faidt 
smile, he replied, " could • I resist the 
Wtnptation, when I' was informed a short 
walk would bring mie into the pi^esence or 
ffidhds^sb' dear? • FHencIs, -whom I have 
travelled afo 'marty leagues both by sea and 
land, with a frame nearly exhausted, to 



FANNY FITZ-YORK. 117 

behold once more? No ! my dear tutor J 
the moments of this life are too fleeting,— - 
the pleasures too evanescent, — to lose one, 
or risk the other by delay.*' 

Lfkdy Ann would not hear of a separation, 
and Henry, supported by Mr. Cavendish 
and his old servant; once more retired to 
the hospitable mansion, where the happiest 
hours oi his life had been passed, but.$o 
exhausted, that refreshment and repose 
were indispensably necessary. Whilst he 
is vainly endeavouring to court the latter, 
we shall briefly state, that consumption, a 
slow but sure destroyer, and one that had 
proved fatal to several of his family, was 
undermining a constitution never strong, 
and which, uneasiness at being separated 
from his English friends, joined to a growth 
uncommionly rapid, had helped to weaken. 
He never enjoyed aif hours health after his 
arrival at home ; and the unexpected sight 
of: a step-mother, with a family pf her own, 
to whom his father appeared tp have trans- 
ferred all his affecttons, even to t|)f preju- 
dice of an , only son, tended to aggiavate 
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the irriubility caused by sickness, and the 
loss of those who knew full well how to 
appreciate the virtues and amiabilities of a 
youth so deserving, 

' He had been re-called to the Taniily 
mansion, by the mandates of his father's 
wife, Who dreaded the expense of a foreign 
education; and convinced her husband 
thdt more money had been already ^peut 
than Was consistent with the young man's 
future prospects. Very few weeks elapsed 
ere his illness bore an alarming aspect : the 
disorder, which proved fatal to his mother 
and several of her children, threatened the 
life of the last survivor, and he expressed 
ah' ariiibiis wish to return to Britain. This 
'request was for a long time refused ; but, 
finding him resolved to depart at all hazards, 
an old servant, who had grown grey in 
the family, arid doatecl upori Harry as the 
last remnant of his departed mistress, 'was 
appoihted to attend him intd Devonshire, 
arid' reni^m until his fate was decided, 
Cithei- ^dr life or death. ' 

THiri?loMr leave seeme^ to ritiovatc his 
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sickly frame; but,^ alas ! the voyagCj from 
-which much had been expected, proved so 
Jong . auti boisterous, that, ere he arrived 
in Loudon, all hopes of recovery were lost, 
^ud: it I was scarcely expected he would fire 
to. reach his destination. A few days rest, 
however, revived the lingering spark, and 
Jie arrived at Tremorne no worse th^n when 
lie. quilted :Ueligoland, and much better 
-than an bis 6rst arrival in England. 
. fanny's afiection for her young play*fbl- 
JoMT,; and youthful preceptor in many juve- 
nile exercises, was of that nature which a 
.aister. feels for a beloved brother; and her 
sorrow for the untimely fate which ine- 
vitably awaited him, was proportionably 
severe. She placed^ him next to hersdf at 
dinner, and, by those delicate attentions 
which sit so gracefully upon young and 
lovely women, suooeeded in coaxing bis 
appetite, and raising bis .spirits, almost 
bey^ond' what his strength ciould sitppdrt 
" I am very weafey'S'^he once said»^inUi^^ 
but you know^' xk>t ' what •' wonders -aen 
English spring can perforho. It waS'teaving 
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this blessed spot which first introducejd 
disease into my frame; but naw I am re- 
stored to friends who love nie^ and whem 
I lave beyond my. exis^tence,. I fed a some- 
thing whK^h telb me that hope is not ex- 
tinqt^ and that I shaii live to realize many 
promised scheiwes of felicity.^* . 

It is the nature of. this disease to hold 
out flattering hopes of futilriiy,-^l|opes 
which seldom leav^ the patiett ! Whilst Jift 
renfiains Be tore; the end of the : week he4le- 
clared himself renovated by the salubnous 
breezes of Devon^ and laid plans for the 
ensuing summer, in all of which Fatmy was 
the heroine. During several weeks^ life 
and death seemed to be contending which 
should gain the victory; but, in the be^ 
ginning pf DecexDber, Lady Ann and her 
daughter wei^e summoned "^ to the Vicarage 
to rec^ve hisj }ast farewell. ** I feel my- 
self gping^in^y dean friends," he feebly 
uUeredf. . ^* ai)d as. you aind my valuable 
tiUnrj^ie^perhaps the only people who will 
r^ret n)y/early fate,.^I would never again 
:WJl)Jngly k)s^ sight ;of you*'? 



• - . 

I^a&ny sobbed aloud* ^' Death, my be- 
hoved, companion,'' he continued^ addres- 
sing her, /* lias no terrors for roe; on the 
contrary >^ I hail his approach : for life would 
have had no charms^ divested of your 
^society, and I am now too well convinced 
that the hopes I once formed were a 

flattering delusion,-^ a dream that would 

» 

never — never have been realized. May you 
be happy, — much happier than your poor 
Harry could have made you ; who, with 
all the will that ever man possessed, must 
still have wanted pother. You my revered 
friend, " turning hk glazed eyes upon Lady 
Ann, " might not bewail my loss, sinc&I 
am quitting a feverish existence, — a life 
at li^st of Imperfect happiness, to partake 
of hliBs unutterable, and joys everlasting. 
To you, my kind protector," pressing his 
tutor's hand> •* I owe more than a life, ex- 
tended beyond the allotted time of mortals 
could ever ye- pay. . You have taught me 
how to livi^ had it pleased the giver of all 
good to lengthen out my span of life, and 
you have taught me, ^—blessed knowledge, 
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^haw to rffe; thmlftof^fe hereafter, as of 
Unit who^lias oiily' pi^ccdfed ycto on a. jodr* 
ney we arb kll compelled to* take. Sohfe 
aet'Out 'iiei cariy tn6rmfilg,---^her$ in thte 
ihiddle of the dily,^and a third daiss (nbst- 
pant tlieir' dt^^i^ute -until evenin^,-Mbtft 
we shifll eadh^ventualiy anfte kt the same 
^pdt, — ^thfe termlnatiott df- our ; voyage 
fbrmigh this ten, of tronhto/ ni^H latiid tts 
all 'at the aame p^ thaft it inay.be a joy- 
fol haven toevi^iy otie of ns, 6bd of bis 
infinite niercy gtant— ^^-^ 

Hia bfeathing was so laboj^itttlSj' lihafe ^fais 



pathetic 'address was deli veiled with Amify 
breaks and iiansas, and he seeihiefd to have 
aomethittg further to add, wfaeii a <d6ri1^1<^ 
siv'e fiob closed the mortal career of the 
good, the grateful, the fteling Httify; 
whose youth gave promise of as nnich per* 
fectton as finite beings are capable of^ and 
v^hose death made an impression on Im 
sorrowing iiiends» never whoHy eradicated. 
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^rincifal personages ia the precedingiju^ 
- tttmn; and many occurrences, it is necessary 
jlfaMKwtenabffuli^b« ipqMWAted with, hap» 
peiied in the interim* Mwij^w.;* 

uSiri s&fiiiwst Uii»Hegr> ha4 -iiMn (fine a 
Mmk^tlnmxttk the dloae jsfiiwbi^IiANttt^ 
exhiiMted «yidlmt;r4ig^>j<tf .<Att«a«iiMjE» 
■Emy/time tfa&|iaitaian knocked, •iiftti't^ 
£fdi day, • ker a^tdatei^Kwedalaalf Jqiift 



Ii4 yxWrfT- trtz^roRK:. 

tremor and a (^uffusion of countenance $ 
bnt no letter appeared in bis well«knowa 
character, from which she augured conse* 
quences fatal to her peace. He would have 
written, she was well ^ assured, had her 
Ladyship been- i6kher- nivdurable or unde* 
cided, but his total silence was a death 
Wd# iftf'he*^ U^fteHJ^ *Thfe •- iflcf b day 
j^mB ^m?^«^i sev^otti^ ii^dAi «rithout 
i€«f«em1Mfifi($<M7Ut Xac^ Ana itceived 
two letters, by thte' day's post, -of some 
importance to our nistory. One was ira- 
^fl^aiMlb^ an T£a^l'fr leoronet)) Hto ^cither 
Mitti^atfi«4iii{^ 'AtAfh.W, Ji^U: ; ~tke ihn^ 
"t/^ii^ idf e^@tif'Wiis mnknij^iif}^: .by aCGi. 

«ihtf%&iilabJi<tl|(^fhe^t^cedeate,^Dd ran 

laftiftfub-jo^rq ifh 111 •■ -f. .i,: .' '^y, rua 

XiS^e/fryO^itKU ,wr>fr^r-j3uo ir i)i\\ hi y : una. • 

..jBiI Mv fwJRdw^M<Hii^t; ;S6pt;^y :>I8I«* 

" Madam, .{uir'.:-: 'jil*: i-l i/-.. •: 

t 9{rfi|y»M^ A«Mi tfOtiMiuUcAite^/aitirddm- 
^lOOS^iM^tikdi Mi^h Mi ibtead^r%ifi^ 
4i^iilJh£||ilftt, %>co«fip^fve;^n!'4;he .'busast'of 
V^tvyj'teQitwi'witfi aneaiinessJt Atithesamfe 
<itpi, IBiifeis iGavebdisfa' basfdiscoviBred such 
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true greatness of jnind,, andi icJics,^8o :ia- 
plicitly on my justice and candour^ tliat 
if your . Ladyship corroborates Herbert's 
statement, I cannot withdraw my consent 
to a marriage once earnestly desired. 

'* On any other subject, 1 . should be 
afihamed to doubt the yonng man's vera- 
city, — for his integrity has been a modieifs 
boast,^— but. love we all know .is painted 
blinc^ thcTreforts we cannot wonder that his 
dedsioas should be frequeatlgr incorreeCi 
I know your :|^y ship will feel pleasure ih 
communicating . whatever you know ; of 
good, and I am well eoQvinced tbatol 
shall not be deceived, m the smallest pmi^ 
fespecting the eligibility or impropli^ 
0f receiving Mm Cavendish Jnta-^o^ 
family. . • \.. , ;iu 
, ^M have the honour to , remaMy J^tli 
perfect esteem towards .yOiH»elfabd Miss 
jPitz-York,. .. ... ?;'■ ;> : 

^VYour Ladyship's friend aad smy^tali^t; 

JOSEPHA Huji:Ti.BT,'* 

^ .i. . ill/ ^ * ; ; ; ' » / I'> V * 

. Jjady iVRttjI ?milipg,, presented the kttcr 



to Roie, and bfoke the\seal of fart i 
OMJconcspondeftt 
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M . " Castle-Priory, Keiit> 

Sept 9* 1812. : 

>^^ TUe t Goimtess, yoar i sister; eommiH 
•iont me to opttt tbe.door of recoaciliatioii^ 
frem a:perfeet ootiviction ^at I'WartilRMrffii 
the Mend) of Lady A&n Fite^yorkV^atid 
tlieadiMCat^^her )ot«tyldaugh^r; '^J^ 
ftnrily mtiutoderstandmg; ^ich^tinhapfrilf 
kibsiMs^ I am .noftr and evet^^waaiat a Idaa 
io:ttocount for; '^t 1? hsiVtni be^itatioti in 
Miming it; originated with IbaHy Moiititi** 
^ide Her lofty spirit; whm she belicivts 
lierseW in i^ smaVleit degree negleiAed, '^is 
apt to shew itself in a way few peopte^Mt 
^f«pared tiy apfiro^, <utid ititt^^wir to 
ttlUiWj but^ aft I «aid to hep Ladyabii^'lJIiis 
morning, let me hold out the olivlst btancSH 
anAi am suw yimr sitl«pi8.io<»Iplaoabte to 
rqectit 

^ Very little encouragement will bring 
lis i^ to Devonskive, than whitb, notfatng 
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could be more desirable to Mosel^ and 
Maria, who beg to unite in fwry g9od 

■,. .. . •> "( J>ear |k|ad«ni, 

o ;w XCMft' Ladyf hip's ti;uly-d€rote4 friend 

. • « r *' •; * • j ' 

. I^ .^, wi^ a)|i««^u#nMlf>i.p;«r 
iKFl^ this lftg;r;,jp l^r» Stri^Oand; hulT 
it was not the smile of OQ9i|>l«cci|icy,r-iO' 
^(faii\e.of: plduufSt-rit jpanpok.nioTe of 
9ctm ai>4,contc|npt thai| gny,, pt|)cr pM? 
ajflp i, {iii4 WW- well i s(i«9gcr «« thelm- 
t^Ffs 0( her l4dy»Wl">. Ui*t vFanqy kni« 
the letter of quality conveyed no fAfpwfig 
is^t^ggv^fien Sl^ wondered if it bor^ (he 
Qxfyt4 ppst-in9rk,~and, if so^ whetl^r.it 
vm>m^^ iq 9^>m»k or ^Binle ch^uractf |» 
Winat «wflpld .^y ibody at Newlfnd wptfi 
D)at ppuMi 4Mt»sb,|}ie re^sf; o^ hcB wop 
llMr? JShe wv proeeiJ^ing 49^ 4i«r (Wqn^Wp 
^S^ i|]i4/Coi;^tures, whfip Mr. StjffctiliKB^ 
le^up^ ,tlw,|^aper, wit|) s* sanle ^fj^adif? 
fermt ch9i»«t$r- His. <!ffuiKeii9m;ey lifts 
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arch and knowing, as much as to say; 
** Was not I right?" But though it con- 
veyed no intelligence to our heroine, it 
dissipated her uneasiness, for,' would her 
guardian look pleased at any circumstance 
that ought to make his friend unhappy ? 

**Read it, Fanny," said her Ladyship^ 
pointing to the letter, ' ^' and whilst you 
digest the contents, - perhaps Miss Caren^ 
dish will favout me with- her company ia 
my dressing-iK>om." ♦ ' * 

*ThA two ladies i^etired j and Fannj^ could 
think of nothing bat' the pleasures *df a 
fiimily union, and the delight of an uo* 
fe^rved intercourse with Moseley and 
Maria. ' 

Lady Ann lost not a moment in answer- 
ing the mother of Sir Herbert. Her letter 
was polite and friendly, and highly fai^otf r- 
able to Rose and her brothers. The Vicar 
was mentioned in an especial manner ; ^^iti 
short, my d^ar madam," concluded her 
'Dtdyship, -^^ I kiiow jno young woman I 
should^ prefer to Miss Cavendish, were I 
placed -exactly in your situation, '' 
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' ' R'osQsbed tears of pleasure' as sbeipcfiised 
this gratifymg^ tribute o£ regard, aad faa«- 
t«ned to the vicarage to cominune with her 
brother and sister; for JiuKa wa» bot be- 
come accessible, and held a regular inter- 
course with the family.! Evea aunt Sitiy 
could approach herwifehbut fear of con- 
tamination,' since she bad been received at 
the Tower; such virtue do t^. ignorant 
attach to riigmfied 'patronage; 
Major Stokes ^-was a daily visitor -bothat 
. the Vicarageand :the Tower,* and <had ac- 
quired su«h an: 'ascendancy, by the paritj 
of his principie^ and the gentleness and 
suavity of -his manners,, that nonparty 
within ten miles of Treinonie.was.th6dght 
comiplctc uhless, the Major made oae. In 
losing bin wife beihM r-likewise lost iiiany of 
his fancied JdiseaiEiBb;:and thd money,-^QO 
inconsiderable sum, — formerly expended in 
quackeryjJwasiiowdeKoted^ to. the. laudable 
purpose of relievii^ the raged and infii' 
poor. In ;tbi& charitable employment I 
was. ably assisted -by_ Hasean, - who.ej 
o3 
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cteimed one day when he met Lidy Aft&*s 
hoiise-keeiier in the village, *' My madsit 
no cation iniyi de syrup^ir-^d )dc ^tinctore, 
-^HUftd ^e baha naww Ifo diaotder aU go 
*«Ta(y rid missy^ and good day Uvaaifor 
poor bkckey ven dey scamper e&. i¥e 
4itf^y. as<4e .dayi Aow! No^ 4Gdi4^~''^M 
iK>be,<«^iio quatrel amoi^ de wrrM^. No 
drive maasa to his own room to ttnk 'vat 
ail him, and vat he dlndlget ta cure^de 
iiver, and de kidney, and dte nervi^ and 
de vorme. His liver and Icidney he viiU 
«iow;-^b nerve <|iiate strongv^^— and he have 
ao iBorm at all ; but raoraeting de aiatter 
vid him for all dat, he be in lofe^'' / 

** In love, Haaaan T 

'5 Yea, ver deep in kife,» vjd .aomebody 
at de Tower ; : but ! vfeder it be my Lady, 
or yonng Miaay, or Ifiaay Ciivendia, ve 
calrnot tcH/* 

> ** I wiah it may be me^Haasan; lahouH 
tike to be mistreaa of Pine- Lodge." 

'* You better aa ibouse-keeper at ide 
i Oar old plague < be once good 
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^rvant iike J0U, bat she makedibbk of 
a missy." * 

« 

The approach of his master put an 
end to Hassan';? loquacity ; and whilst 
oi^e pro9eed|!d on the errand <^ benevo* 
lence, the other made a i^Qi^ing call at 
the Towejr. 

Lady ^jjj^ <5pjit th? insuljs ofe^ to her 
i}j|dei?^p,di^^ t^ Lady Mountca^tle's 
kttfr; %, ^Ijbouglb it jipp^fr^j^ ip ber 
X^rd's parne, the fabr^cajtipfi,, she \fji4 np 
4o|i]bt, was ft9i» the fertile l^j^ain of b|?f 
aijjter, ff|r, oa,e v,ery p<>w,erf«V |jp»^n,~the 
f;afi had neillpc^ opfqiqpai 091^ |fili of bjb 
own. Hgd jthe,Cx>unjt^i|?,^^lyj^ m??in.fipi 
^piiMOfi 9f ,h^ J» to ^»»ppo|i«! sJbe^quV^ tpfrfi 
*M wiiM i|?ier ^t,plp>?u;!55>.>.^af s^.^ip 

t\^ corqiBi^i^jd j?f.,apfl^i?r? ^he sppm?d 
4kc idf»,l ,^4,rt>at Ijer .^rogant , sister 
JWghf^.n^ft^ijpil^ ^y jtime yrfs giye^tp- 
deUberatioi^ slie answered his ^Lqi;d4l^p 
yrffifput. fi^f , Pu| t^ ^n^oaf; coitegft mc- 
t^d of ;expjj^ini|jg h?i?. a^p^ntjj ^^ 
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% 

Opinions wiH be to give the letter ver" 
batim» 

'* Tower of Tremorne, 
Sept. II, 1812. 
*' My Lord, 
** Perhaps a letter is never so Veil an- 
swered as at the moment of receiving it, 
except in undecided cases, oT where de- 
liberation is necessary. Neither of these 
appear requisite in the present instance. Iti- 
decision would betray a feebleness of cha- 
raQter niy acquainta:nc& do jnot charge zne 
with;aiid deliberation on the subject of 
fVniily disagreement has long ceased. 
Cttuld I charge myself with any relative 
fault, or even neglecti I would readily ac- 
knowledge it ; but professing my inno- 
cence both of real and implied crime^ I am 
not one of the few who can approve or 
submit to the lofty spirit of Lady Mount- 
castle. 

** When Miss Fitz- York requires an ad* 
vocate, I shall have no hesitation in em- 
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ploying your Lordship; ttll that period 
arrives, I must beg leave to decline aH 
interference. 

" I have the honour to remain. 
Your Lordship's, &c. 

Ann Fitz-York.'' 

Before it was thought possible^ Sir Her- 
bert flew, on the mngs of love and im- 
patience, to claim his bride ; and brought 
a letter from his nriother, containing a pres- 
sing invitation for Lady Ann and Fanny 
to accompany the new married *cbugle to 
Rose-Mount, where they would be expected 
immediately after the ceremdiiy. Thrij 
polite request her La^lyship diec^ined, partly 
on account of Mf, Strictland, but chiefly 
beca^use she was in daily expectation of 
Mrs. Bloomlield. She consented, hovi/^evcr, 
tolose her daughter for a stipulated fort- - 
night, because a refusal would have ap- 
peared disrespectful tb her young friend, 
than which ndthing could be further from 
her inclmation. ; ' * 

The day wMch united Sir Herbert and 
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Rosette was one of jubilee to the poor c^ 
the -village ; to feed and clothe Yhom the 
young Baronet left money with theiri |Nt&tQV. 
Lady Ann*s congratulations: nere accom- 
panied with a sealed packet, which she re- 
quested lady Ujuutley would open in the 
presence of her husband's family ; and, 
enjoining her daughter to be mindful of 
her health and. careful of her happiness^ 
bade them a temporary farewell* 
. The morning after Fanny's dep^rtm^ .a 
courier arrived- with dc^spatphes from, the 
Duke of Newlandi cpntaiping ftMrnfi^l^o- 
ppsals on behalf of his nephew ; who, li» 
.Grfice said, would bavQ Ip^^n ht# own b$r 
raid,, had not he persuaded hUn to awftit 

th^. i>esMlt of a letter* n 

Her Ladyship i^a^. it pver.ai^d o^r 
again, before shfs could decide upqn aa 
answer. This ovejpture confir^ned Fanny'^ 
conjecture tbai^ niei^b^i^. t^e Duke nor ]^r^ 
Talbot were noiuir i||. figivour c^ the family 
.ai^raogement, whiatever th^j «iigh|; .b»VfB 
been; but, that did not le^aeii ^ djs)^^ 
ctour xA rdin^ttisbiiig a p3a9» th»t; 
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rily involved the happiness of both the 
young lady and her Grace ; for, could she 
look ivith indifference on the desert io» of 
her niece iu favour of an alliance so dispro- 
portianate ia point of fortune, as the world 
^neraUy supposed ? And could Faiu^y be 
bappy, even ^kUsed to. the man of her 
choice, uAdei; the c^msciQiisaess tba^ she 
Jbad|. iMwevet imocently,; ruined the peace 
of ^ a coB^dingj and; idoiAbUess amiable, 
young woman, who* ^niight sink under the 
blow ainned indirectly by her hand? >te- 
yer) Fanny ; mu^t be h9ppy> independent 
of another's misery, or it would be no 
bupp^eaf fqrrhen if? . ; 

Jiudging what wovdd be her daughter's 
'flentiment^ ftpm what she hf rse]f felt. Lady 
Abu dest^ajtched* the** following answer to 

the Duke. 

« , . , ■ 

** T»Ver of Tremorne, 
Septal, 1818. 

*< My Xioitl,/ ' 
" I am "favoured with your Grace's kt- 
Uf, ; Iw* i^wtbeg. Ijavd vnequivocally, 
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to decline the honour yoii intend niy fa*- 
mily. " ' ' • 

•* Miss Frtz-York's foi-time is too Humble, 
in the worid's estinmtion, to aspire to the 
heir of your noble house, and she too* ho- 
nourable in sentiment kno>i^ingfy to- ill- 
fringe the ri'ghls of another. '■ Beside3, »he 
is under too many obligation's to- the Du- 
chess of Newland's favotrrable opimoj) te 
do any thing inimical to the happiness or 
domestic comfort of her Gi'act, - who, 
doubtless, is anxious to Have every tftmg 
arranged agreeable to the orfgitiaiiMnteii^ 
tions of the family. ^ "^ )H?.*ui; \ ^ 

" Fanny is at present frorh h6me, or-she 
would have* taken ad^vattti|{c bfytmr mes- 
senger* to pay hir respects where they are 
so justly due. I beg mine may be hcdept--- 
ed, and remain, 

My Lordy 

Your Grace's obliged 
- ' ^ and faithful servant, 

ANNFlTZiYoEK.'* 

'^'Thi' return of the courier iiivolved .tbe 
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noble house of Newland in iroiider and 
perplexity. Lady Ann's letter was under- 
stood by none of the family, except Phi- 
Itppa, and she chose to appear as ignorant 
as the <rest. . Her Ladyship was the onTy 
mother they were acquainted with, who 
would point but her daughter's want of 
fortune as an objection to an honourahle 
establishment; and tt^Ao^e rikhts she would 
infringe by Accepting the Duke's proposal; 
they were at a loss to giiess. . Her Grace's 
happiness, too, seemed involved in Lady 
Ann's refusal, and the arrangeitaerit' i4f 
some f6rmer plan. " What schemeas. Du- 
chess, have you been forming,** said his 
Grace, '* inscrutable to us, and kno\^b 
only at Tremorne ?" 

"I declare,** replied the Duchess, ** His 
the most perfectly mysterious circumstance 
I ever met with. Lady Ann must have 
been imposed upon ; and yet, who could 
haveany interest in the fabrication?'* 

After the family consultation broke 'up, 
Pbilippa bought Gorbett, and itdvis^d Mm^ 
if he had not given up. fell wish- as well aa. 
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liope^ to Speed into Devonshire, anil make 
a last eflEbrt. to gain a young and loveljr 
wifc^ with^ fortune quite equ^l to hi& fi^:: 
pectationst '* Fannys'' sheadde^ ''iS/9Vt 
present from hoine, aiy) ttvtt perhapajbi 19 
jipur £Mrc^p; fgr, jirou w^il bavw tiiai^ j|fi 

vji^edle tl>?.oW.,vwnfiw ; ^nd, if y^nfffm 
gaifi her app?ob^^op, theyiouiygoiie^fpf^ 
9p.mucb dufy ;an4 seotioiept, tha^ fi^ilW^ 
dl9Hbtless/bUQwn^pu«^s,tea4'' ' ^rc >n, 
/ Corbett^fppraved the plan, ifeh^d <W(|f 
^Hicied bipoMf ^ f^FQurit^ w4th Lady Ana] 
99d,.as jLeslif v,as refused* no nwt^er uppji^ 
Vfhat principle, noir was the tiaif;.ti9isfl^$ 
a- bold stroke, . Aecordwgly, he |>retefidiM 
ta receive letters which required, his pi^ 
aence, and left Newland. the foUovigg 4^J^ 
for towp^ wl^frh foute be, wa^ obliged* to 
take, for reasons, which rpany . ge^^^o^ 
of the^^rmy are^^iged tp snj^nfit toj^ 
namely^ ws»%oi cjasL / r , . ,.i 

Leslie tried .. various ine^ns . tQ ipbtaig 
lltaire of absence ; : for, be was too anidous 
to proeure a aplutipm of the written mm^ 
tvj: to rem»a supioe; or inactive; .aad^ 



bis Grace. decliMci tnniblibg her ladyAip 

again on the suhfect, since her declaratmi^. 

lie thought y uras - t&thei^ unceremoniotisly 

imperative. ^^ We shall probably medt.ta 

t^wn» <nex4 mnter/' headded^ ^^aiid cf^t 

tlttSQ^^cbme to Jv proper iindersladidiB|^^ 

ItQtlftb^-iiiaklng ttodme eoocessions, or m^ 

^wmiijg'taoTec^fm^iBL^ for the^Hanoe thfis 

l^i ^TfHy heir ought tb ^be.*^ ^^ Can we b6 

t(f& a»Xf6us, ' my dear Sirj» mthnfti9cli:t8nl 

object' in view?i»«'Recal her pers6n^ htt 

M^d, her manners, to your recotlrcitieai^ 

Stid then say, if such a /prize is not worth 

sMtie sacrifieer^"' • '-^^ •• '• v- -.'Of:- 

- ;Ciff I confess Fanny , Fitz^ York surpasfies 

all^ the young women of my acquaintance; 

but, we must hat altogether lose: sight 4of 

OUT iHgniiy. Her lady mother appears ^ta 

entervintd the fliU i mcani^ig of : the ;«rord» 

and Xlik.e to foU9w a'good{example/^ ' *- 

^ Leslie* ^tmitttd for the present tO)ionril» 

his impatiehori>fpcrbaps('the (more readily 

on acoounti fi^ bur heroioe's! absence; had 

iHe been inv^Devdnikhii^' 'wert aire iwt fuse 
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that love w.odld have yielded! to the DukeV 

Mrs. Bloomfield joined her fTiends at the 
appointed time, but suffeired a severe dis<- 
appointment at the absence of her favou- 
nte; the occasion, indeed, reconciled . the 
necessity, for the Baroaet and Rose, stood 
high in her esteem ; '^ and^ as her stay will 
be sliort," she continued, *^ we thriee old 
folks can, idawdl^ away the tiiqjs one way 
or another. You are , all; too ^ood,^ — too 
regular,*— too wise, at Tremorne, to offer 
any scope to . my . fauU-fitiding taledts; 
therefore, by way of spinning' out exiat« 
ence till Fanny^s arrival, suppose you make 
me useful in your laboratory, for I have 
tro doubt you are the Lady Bountiful of 
the village. ''i ' 

. ** No, indeedy*? replied her Ladyship* 
" We have a rie&tdent apibthecary,; . and I 
should' be sorry to usurp his province. .Wc 
now and then administer kitchen physic ; 
but, in the comjH>8ition of that, my cook 
is so excelieat,/ t<hat 'I fear we sballlfintl 
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you po «mfdt)yri>fiit in tiie ^i^ay of . useful- 
tiess ,-' andii'i^a* yaa justly observe,: we arc 
tob little 'liEtsfaliaiia^le,<>^^0ot little ecceotric^ 
^-^i4v}thi|i>fem0leipiac6y' to amuse you with 

NdtwiiihstatidJng the widow's pretended 

dread of ennui, time passed pleasantly at 

the. ToWer, and Usefully at the VicaWge. 

Juiliar^'undek' bei^^Wptti^r and Lady Aan^ 

direction^ commenced a system of edd^a^ 

tion, 6f which her nephew and iiiece were 

the objects;' 'and she^^d - sueh - an earnest 

d^ire to' feet properly,^ arid to wipe out the 

^aidof former^ imprudence^ that she met 

wi^- the' applause and approbation of her 

Ladyship, and, from, her example, of the 

wHole^ village, t Mary .Leigh's grateful and 

afFifectionftte^ heatt was ndver so happy as 

when Julid added to h«r family circW; 

Frederick loved her for the never- to^biBh 

forgotten service she had' rendered him tti 

the person of his • <v^ife i and c good M^. 

Carter, for the same reason^ hailed her a|f- 

proacb;-'. .' ■ ' / Ji-- .' -'<'-' *^.»o* 

Thus respected by others, she ileamb tp 
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respect ibetaelf; tDd.€iae|^fi;n{fiwttdg^aai« 
sible of her <^c«ro . Mrpra^ > determitted: i»tb 
die most sedulous Alteulum to- devote licr 
days to< the young GeorgisB^ audi act As-a 
Pharos to guard her against the vanity and 
jfeUy which had. beeft so diB$tiittetivatD^t>ei'« 

mre have jneii;d^iifldi4P thfi;b«|giw0yig «f 
Ihis history, itAiat'(ti^y< Ann aPi^Y^rfc iWM 
Jeft».a. widowi /when her aAtractioat ht^ 
watcely neached inaUvi|;j;;^ and ^that those 
^tractions . .were 4^ jW ccuniUiQu mdn ; 
^uiSl* it then roadily he . heUeff ^d Ahat rac^ ta 
wMtmn foTM^ev^tt years!had:hi9e»overiMk'^ 
*ed^ -rrr ^at < noi 1 miQ walninQniat ^oveiilWK 
ImkI dbeen made to.a yiQiii|g,ia hean^Hi^n 
^ikogpmt, an ^ecmnpiiptaodi widoi?? J^ut 
;mi^(j{^. the fact;!, and 9n}y ;t» b^aqcMWMiyd 
Jar froni her xetiied Jift|>^nd secluded 
ailttation« Not a disengaged 4naa bad 
dieeu admitted to the honour of <)her ac* 
.^puuntancei iexeept Mr. jltrietland and ^kfi 
^sCte; and^i to 4iben)biAhft:>appMred)iia a 
Bght too sacred^ *^too sublime, to he ap* 
prtfaohtd rwith -^Ibt couHwa hoiQagts of 



moAafityj^n their eyes siieirsis a drrinity, 
aiM %^6tshipped accordingly. After seven 
years ef comparatii^ youtfb, witlumt one 
advance, what must have been her surprisfe 
io receive two deelaratibns X)ii the' same 
jftafy ;- at a period of her life, too, when all 
her titatrimonial thoughts vere confined to 
her blooming daughter f 
' The first letter she opened w» from Co- 
lonel Parke, who expressed himself in the 
foHowing manners ^ ^^ 

** licftidtn, Bept'9i6, ms. 
•• Madam, 
"" I feel myself placed in rather an awk- 
ward predicament^ and throw mysdf on 
your mercy,' as thd only tribunal that can 
acquit me. 

" After bein); the- aivowed admirer of 
1^88 ^U-Y6rk, how shall I declare my 
respd^'tn/hdiiiage, my^love, for your La- 
dyship, without ^subjecting myself to the 
'diarge cf fickteness^ irtd fcaprite? *Td my 
own asseveration little credit will attach, 
because Tbave ' too itaneh atstakte \A ptea^ 
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tlifiiitereste^ness^ apd tpo little to hope 
ftQUi my pwn merit, not to feel, and that 
strf>Qgly, the temerily of my present pro- 
ceedipg.. 

/* When I first became acquainted with 
Miss Fitz-York, I had never seen your La- 
dyship ; but, on the word of ^ soldier, I 
honestly avow my first introduction, at 
Tr^morne, convinced me» that your daugh- 
ter's youthful charms were but an outlme 
of the finished picture I there beheld, and 
that in admiring her I laid the founda- 
tion for a more proper and lasting attach- 
mept to yourself. 

. , "^Deigo, .Madap), to think favourably 
of this ^vpwi^l, and rest assured that it 
hrf atljes thq genuine sentiments of^ 

Your Ladyship's , 

- . sincerely, devoted 

admirer and servant^ ' 

^ J FOBTUNATUS PaKKE.'* 

r " ' •• f 

f ••■ "•'r.«.. • 

. . J^dy Ann had too ipuch sensefto be vain, 

and tjc?a {little humility: to^ thin|c hei:self past 

. the, age .fpr a , sinqe^e . Attaobipent* The 
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GoionelV ^^ finished picture^' therefore, 
only raised a smile of iBcredulitji as she 
viewed the youthful blooming countenance 
of r«nny; whilst his acknowledgemtint 
that the mother would make a more "/>ro- 
per '* wife, for a person of his years, than 
the daughter, met with her full concur- 
rence. She was a decided enemy to ine- 
qualirres of age in the married state; but 
tibat was scarcely superior to her own de- 
termination never to make a second choice. 

The other letter was from Major Stokes, 
and: couched in the. usual form. It began 
by praising the !a<{y, — continued with offer- 
ing himself a candidate for her favour, — 
and concluded wiUi profuse offers of settle- 
ment and dowery. Answers were immedi* 
ately returned to each, acknowledging the 
hofiOMr, &c. but decidedly declining their 
oflPers; for the reasons above stated, namely, 
an unchangeable objection to second mar- 
riages*- 

F^nny returned, after fourteen days of 
brklal . festivity, and gracefully tbarnked 
the: Widow for. 30 kindly supplying her 

VOL. III. H 
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place. *^ I left^my^ frieDdV'i«be coDtinued, 
'^'happy in her busbaod^ .and cherished as 
a beloved daughter and. sister by Lady and 
M4ss t tiunttey, of whom > report has not 
exaggerated. They are charming women^ 
and promise to accompany theyoun^ Lady 
Huntley intherfirstvisitto I'remorne." 

** How was the legacy received^ joy 
love/' ^sked Lady Ann. 

*^ Oh ! my dear mother ! you cannot 
conceive any ^ng iike Rosette's surprise* 
We^arrived atRosd-Mountto dinner; and, 
amid congratula4;ions, and rejoicings, > and 
joy, the packet lay negleeted in myfrieqd's 
ridicule. ^ Dear Tremorne and my beloved 
mother are >never long ahsent £rom myme- 
mory, and an association of 4dea8 brought 
the forgotten • paper to ' my reoollectidn, 
*^ Rose," said I, " did not Lady Ann in- 
trust something to your care, which the 
present seems a favourable nioment to pro^ 
duce?" She blushed her thanks for aiy 
remembrance, and drawing forth the pac- 
ket, presented it With due> respect and re- 
yereuMtcrher Lord. When he, smiUng, 



observed, ^^ I hope I shall never be tempt* 
^ to open a Ijett^r addressed to Lady 
Huntley ; but, on the very day which gives 
me that privilege, it>.oiild shew a want of 
gallantry unheard of in. the antials of mar- 
ried life-^ 

This bride then broke the seal, and 
spread upon the table five Bank-bills .for a 
thousand pounds eaqh, inclosed with tbt»sie 
words, , ' a tribute of respect Ond gratitude 
from the late Mr. (y Brian! To describe 
Rosette's astonishment is beyond my alHli* 
ty, therefore I shall leave it to your own 
^imagination. The next thing which pre- 
sented itself was a diamond ring,, curious^ 
nestled in cotton ; and, la3tly, a case, qdn- 
taining the miniature resemblances of your 
Ladyship and myself. I will not say that 
these produced greater pleasure than the 
n).ore costly renvembrances, but I think 
they conyeyed an equal proportioi^ if I 
ihay judge by the effect produced. The 
tjBar of delight, trembled in her eye,«--^he 
gratefully kissed each picture, and, tdrning 
to th^ Dt^,W)agpr IfMy Huntley, v said, 

H 2 . 
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^ teach me, dear madam, to bear as be^ 
comes your daughter the tide of joy which' 
rushes to my bosotii at thl-s gratifying 
token from my revereil patroness. The 
images of her Ladyship and my beloved 
Frances are too deeply engraven on my 
heart to require the aid of these remeni- 
brancers ; nevertheless, they sball be che- 
rished, in the absence of the orrginals, 
with enthusiastic zeat; and, whenever I 
find myself sliding into error, a glimpse of 
Lady Ann Fitas- York's benign counte- 
nance will act as a silent monitor, and 
turn me, as heretofore, into the path of 
propriety.' 

' Eveyy one seemed tacitly to enjoy my 
friend's satisfaction. At length, the gene- 
ral pause was interrupted by Sir Herbert ; 
who, presenting the notes to his bride, said^ 
this paper^ my dear Rose, cannot increase 
your value'in my eyes; nevertheless^ I re- 
joice iti your good fortune, since it iii4ll 
enable you to gratify the beijevoleiice of 
your heart to an extent you might not 
otherwise have thought prudent, \i¥\\\ 



< 
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likewise, convince my friends, if they were 
sceptical enough to.cloubt, that your ;9iir^e- 
like talents alone are a fortune, <since Mr. 
O'Brian estimated them so highly.' An 
texplanation now took place, and the bride 
was congratulated />d Jiier jinexpectied le^ 
gacy." . 

The family wei*e <90ciably seated round 
.the tea-table, when Captain Corbett sent 
in his name. Ilec ^Ladyiship ordered him 
to be admitted, when, looking at Fanny» 

» 

she. beheld ber countenance flushed with 
vexation. ^* I know nojt;, my love," she 
continued. '' bow we could in common 
politeness refuse to receive him ;. but, if his 
visit be unpleasant, this shall be a final 
ojjie," There was time for no more; the 
.Captain entered with well-bred ease, and 
^delivered as many compliments and good 
rwishes from Newland, as though Jie had 
jeally been intrusted with the .commission. 
Fanny looked stately and distant; bu^ 
Mr. Strictland, who was ignorant of her 
cause for displeasure, and M.rs.^ Bloom- 
.fijHd^ who thought love a venial tresspass, 
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and attributed his visit to that cause, spokis 
with ease and complacency. " Pray," ^aid 
the Widow, '' do Lounge and Lilly man 
still constitute a part of the Duke's house- 
hold ? They are as precious a pair as ever 
disgraced manhood ; you, Corbett, appeat- 
ed quite i^-Solombn amongst them." Cor- 
bett bowed. '* And how is little Auburn!'^ 
she Gonitnued, ** That girl i^ kilted With 
prettiness and affectation: Is Philippa still 
laying traps for tlie Duke's heir?" 

^' Her traps havcf not been baited in 
vain^" answered Corbett.^ "If report 
speaks truth, the marriage will soon take 
place, atid I think the gentleman and lady 
worthy of each other." 

" YoU/thihk so ?" said the Wi^ow^ con- 
tftroptuousry. " By my faith, if Leslie's 
worth holds no higher estimation than thkt 
little spiteful gipsey, I wish they may 
come together with all my soul. But, you 
. «^re either a bad judge of human nature, or 
have some secret motives for depreciating 
, the young fellow, whom I pronounce to 
be as fair^ ai$ open, as generous a character, 



at Miss Heathfote IS' artfn), sly, andMwl§- 

cbievdu*" 

♦ 

lliere is 1^0 knowidg vhere^ the Widow 
xroutd hsLve stopped, had itdtthe Vicar 
aiid biif sister jU^ tlien entered. • Corbekt 
^as'seated «^th his back to tlie dobr^ but, 
Tiiiiilg tb pay hi^ respeets^ Jutk^ with la 
pitHterag' sbrii^lr, drbp)>ed' tteuMtetti o» tbe 
dlijMitC Evety tyiff, e3^ee|H^ the Viear'4, 
vASo thdt^ dtily of bi» sisteri i^as tomed 

of htt^ tmtbr th«yi coidd not doulM ) and 
£iii^a««^iirfpt| dttririg tte gienend^eoMtena- 
tioo, to steal oat' of the mdiri, fully ooMh 
firined^ it; But thiis Mrer. BlMm>#rid pre- 
v^Bted. "Wh4«! noVte CapmiuP she 
e^daitaed; ''Ift^tft your eotQur^r Rim 
aii^^y ito the mbmettt Of danger V It shitfl 
never be said I aided sueb' a co\vai*dly aC- 
t<ii«ptr I, therefore, stop^ yoiii!, inthfe king's 
Hdiaiey until this injured girl' is sufficteMly 
rebovered to condemn or acquit you.** ' 

Julia still reiliained itfsenstble ; aiid every 
oft*, except the Widow, was enipbyed to 
promote her recovery. She kept strict 
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guard, and fulfilled her self-appointed task 
to the great discomfiture and mortificatipa 
of her prisoner; who never so heartily 
wished her at the d — ; — 1 as at this ^npment. 
At length, signs of returning life were vi- 
sible; and, as the suspected ciilprit \vas.in 
aisituacioa pot to. annoy the young lady, 
on ber first recovery, he;- senses were soon 
perfecytly. restored i; although . a .wandering 
iglaqce isbewed. hen fear of ^enqounterhig 
something repdsite. '^ ** Who are yqui: cye^ 
in search ^of, Julia ?" . 6aid her .brother. 

No answer* \ '*. Is it Qaptaiii Corbett ?!* 
^ded the Widow. ' ^ , ■ ■ , t 

o V ThatisiDOtliis^ame," said Julia, faintly^ 
> .>" I tdid yon so," rejoined Gorbett, ia^aia 
under voice to the Widow. " It cannot 
b^ I who alarm the lady, unless she mis* 

takes me for another." 



• Julia caught the latter part of the si?n- 
tence, and turning her head, gave another 
• faint .shriek, then covering her face with 
her hands, exclaimed, '* Oh, send him 
*away ! Let my eyes never again be blasted 
hy the sight of an object so hateful*" 
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^VThat is Captain Carbett, Julia/' said 
-Lady Ann. . . 

** Oh ! no, no, no t" ycpliecl she, . ** Not 
Cbrbett. The vile seducer's name is No^ 
Me ; if lie calls himself by any othec^ he- 
iij6ve hira not." 

'.Mr. Cavemiish now thought it necessary 
t'O interfere, ''Whatever name/' said he^ 
addressing Corbett, " you^now are known 
l>yj you basely betrayed this young wo- 
man, my sister, under the name of Noble> 
and fixed a s^tigma on a virtuous family 
«0 time, no repentance, can wholly oblite^ 
rate. I know such actions are accounted 
menial amongst gentlemen of your profe^ 
sion. Gentlemen di<l I say? The seduo* 
Jtion of female innocence is the action of a 
jcowardly assassin, and^ what no man wh^ 
deserves the name of gentleman would be 
capable of. I am a preacher of the blessed 
gospel, — a minister of peace,— ^and to that 
alone you are indebted for your personal 
safety ; for, though I hold duelling in ab^ 
horrence, under such aggravation >I .know 
Jiojt that any other reason would be pow> 

m9 
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erful enough lo secure you from manual 
chastisement. Lady Ann, I beg your par- 
don for using such language in your pre- 
sence, and perhaps to a friend- " " No 

friend, be assured," interrupted her Lady- 
ship. " The circumstances under which 
yott haye spoken fully acquit you of impro- 
prfety ; and, before this respectable com- 
pany> I desire Captain Corbett to quit the 
house immediately, and never again pre- 
suine to intrude where I am mistress, or 
where my influence extends ;^ for, I shall 
hold it a bounden duty to publish his cha- 
racter, as a warning to thpse young women, 
who are to be caugl^t by a smooth tongue 
and a specious address." 
. *? Are you prepared to make your bow, 
noble Captain?" said Mrs, Bloomficld, 
** Or shall we order the servants to expe- 
dite your departure?" 

Corbett looked as if he wished himself 
gone, but was at a loss how ; when the 
Widow continue'd, " I am going to write 
to her Grace of Newland, and shall make 
honourable mention of your adventures at 
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the TowW of iPfemcrrne; 'twill pavef tht 
way famously for your nixt summer caflhfi-' 
paign at the Abbey .** 

Corbett tiow mdvfed towards the door; 
btit, as if ashamed of such a retreat; he 
bowed to Lady Antj, aud without rai^hlg 
his eyes,"— '-which had befed rivetted on the 
carpet since the beginning of the Vicar^s 
address, — began; in a confused manner, to 
confess that appearances^ were against him, 
but some other opportunity he h<Jped t6 
convince her Ladyshi(> that— that — 

'"That you are a villain!'* interrupted 
Mr. Cavendish, thrown off his guard*. 
" Ladies ! Gau yon pardon mf intemperate 
warmth ? But, when that man, — that mon- 
ster I would say, -^presumes to defend 
such conduct, I must be as mfamous as he 
is before I can patiently listen to him* 
You have received her Ladyship's orders 
to depart, and I would advise you to obey,, 
without giving me the |roubte to enforce: 
theni* 

''The trouble will be of your own seek- 
ing, piotis Sir,'' replied Corbetti wiA a. 
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sneer, "and attenjded with difl^culty and 
danger. To your 4>rofes8ion . and these 
ladies you owe my longibrbearaiice; hut^ 
to tempt me.furtl>er would be to rpme the 
sleeping' lion. For your 8a;ke, and frona 
respect to Lady Ann and Miss Fitz- York, 

' I now retire; but, bear in mind, Sir, that 
if this insolence be repeated, when you 
Jiave no more poM^erful protection thaa 

^ your cloth, that sliall not secure you from 
tny resentment." 

He then withdo'cw, and Mr. •Cavendish 
:paced .the room in deep meditation. Julia 
and Fanny were also in a profound reverie; 
hut, Mrs. Bloomfi.eld, anxious to dissipate 
tlie gieneral uneasiness, advanced \o the 
ibrmer, and taking her hand, said, *' Look 
up, my dear, you have nothing to fear 
For your brothers safety. Corbett, you 
inay rest assured is a mere Bobadil, all 
noise and vapour ; and, since this meeting 
vwould probably have taken place at some 
period or other, thank heaven it happened 
•on this spot ! For, if our good .Vficar Jiad 
mol bf en checked by the company of ladie^ 



> 



ij. 



■«i ^■■y jf'y ^ ■ m» II ^ ^-^ >«^- w« *,<««r <».* *. .<>^»v^ia> 



FA'NNY TITZ-YOBK. J 57 

1 fear divinity woold have been a fecbfc 
Jbaiyier to his «-esentment- Lady Ann, for 
«tJie fijTSt time in wy life, I proposq to finish 
'the .evening with a rubber. Mr. Caven- 
dish is too polite to refuse a lady's chal- 
Jenge; and, if !>€ sits, opposite to me, ;I 
thinks without vanity^ I can afFof d him a 
-better mbjectfm- coateinplatiou than bully 
Corbett." 

. The proposal was agireed tor; and, whilst 
'the -scftiors were engaged at cards> Fanny 
prevaiilecl on Julia to accompaoy her 'te 
Pine* Lodge, anxious. to pay her respects, 
after a fortnight's abseiKJe, to its worthy 
'Owner. . The , Major 3taI^ted on their en- 
trance^ for he was that moment engaged 
in seriou6 nK?ditation on Lady Ann's letter, 
•which lay open before him. . 

." My dear Major!" said Fanny, advan- 
cing, and taking his hand, " I have- been 
five whole .hours, at Tremorne, ami was in 
hopes you wouW have anticipated ttiis 
visit, by coming to the Tower. But, no 1 
your thoughts are. engaged on some absent 
iairv if I may judge by the beauty of tJiat 
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manuscript, and poor Fanny must yield to 
the force of superior attraction. Bat, 
come I I forgive you, on condition that 
you'retupn with us, and toke your supper 
with Lady Ann and Mrs^ Bloomfield. 
There will be a heawnfy lantern to light 
you home, and my guardian and the good 
Vicar will be glad of such a reinforce- 
ment," 

The Major djd not feel quite comforta- 
ble at the idea of meetitig her Ladyship so 
immediately after his rejection : but Fanny 
would hear of no refusal ; so, placing the 
letter with a sigh of regret in his Writing-- 
desk, he summoned Hassan, and, with a 
&ir lady hanging on. each arm, set proudly 
forward to the Tower. Mu Gaskell was 
standing at his gate, as they passed, and> 
cheerfully agreeing to accompany them; 
they reached the saloon as the whist-pliiy- 
ers were settling their winning^. 

" I have picked up two melancholy iso- 
lated beings," said Fanny, as she preceded 
them into the room ; ^' and have ptoiftTi^d 
thfem a welcome in the names of Mrs. 
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Bloomfield and your Ladyship. The Ma-* 
jor I found musing over the characters of 
some unknown female correspondent^ and 
had great difficulty in breaking the spell 
with which he seemed bound; but our 
good Mr. Gaskell obeyed my first sum- 
mons, and here they both are, craving Hke 
mj'self for their suppers." 

Had Fanny been in the Major's canfi" 
dencCy nothing could have hten better con- 
trived than this visit. It broke the ice at 
once : whereas, being a timid man, he 
would have stood trembling and quaking 
at the hazardous attempt, until probably 
it would have been relinquished altogether. 
But, seeing nothing repulsive or forbid- 
ding in Lady Ann's behaviour; on the 
contrary, the most unaffected ease and tho- ' 
rough bred politeness, he resumed his na- 
tural good humour, and the evening ended 
much more pleasantly than could have 
been expected, all fhings considered." 

It will be remembered, that our heroine 
knew not of the Duke's letter, when Cor- 
bett Inentioned the Immediate Ufi&on of 
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Leslie aaul PliiUppa, so that the surprise it 
occasioned Ava« entirely confined to Lady 
Ann. She, indeed, both wondered and 
4Joubted ; but ^Fanny cUd neither. It was 
a measure expected, and perhaps the sooner 
it was concluded tl)e better. To linger in 
«uspense of an imagined evil js 4nfinitely 
worse than the most positive <rertainty; 
f5Df, during the former, hopes mix with 
our fears, — doubts will creep into the soul, 
and keep it in a feverish uncertainty^— 
Jbut, when once calamity is decided,-r-place 
jt only beyond remedy, — and the mind 
will brace itself up to endure what wx 
imagined it incapable of sustaining: the 
Avell- regulated mind will resist every en- 
croachment that tends to weaken its powerj 
jof acting right 

It had never occurred to Lady Ann that 
it would be prudent or proper to withhold 
4;he Duke's. letter, until she witnessed the 
comparative slight emotion Corbett's in^ ' 
4:elligence produced. Since she heard of 
.the marriage with so little irritajtion, would 
^hereuoi: h?;?^degW9f cruelty in prodo^ 
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tring a documeBt so opposite in its nature, 
but which doubtless bad been for\«^rded 
w^known to the Duchess? and was not 
FaiMiys peace too valuable to be trifled 
wiUip. These fconsiderations decided her 
resolution, and >tba Duke'<$ epistle was coo* 
-«ig»©ii,to. :h:e8 cabinet ;r * " 

. X^ next post brought the following 
Jetterfrom Lord Milford.^ 
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..: i >** Milford-Hail, Oct 1, 1813. 

^ **' I understandji Lady Ann, over«utfes 
^ peace have been nvade by Lady Moutit- 
ca&tSe, wliich you, 'with yoiirusual haughty 
fkrecipitan^e, have deojined^. You acted 
without proper deliberation, as you gene- 
fally <;la;; for inuch hhnmir to youi* *daugh- 
ter might have resulted from a contrary 
prooQ^ding.' 

^* The Countess, touched by the condition 
-of Lord Mps^ley, had nearly brought her 
mind to sanction his espousals with Fran- 
Cie^, when the dash of your proud pen dc* 
^trpyed hi^ hope^ aad her expectations. 
As a .daiigliter of our house, I wish her 



l62 FANNT riTZ-TOHK. 

]>rDperly ^married, and have ao ofejection 
IQ use i my, influence with Lady Mt)ttttt- 
castle to forget your arrogant fettcF, whicb 
would doubtless have befe^n more concilia- 
tory, had 'you been prepared for this <*oti- 
ccssion in Mosefey's favotir. 

" I desire you will take time fottcmkAif- 
ailon, beforie you. reftiise w great a good a^ 
this alliance promiselK. I ani not^ii<J*^tb 
be told of your grovelling notions ; and 
jt:is;on)y^ for.thtiFlMitor of ybur daughter, 
that . I cpndtfsceikd ' to> • interfdte i^ the 
bu^inless ; but it bJt^tarnly! mcftt dbAtulSky 
our every account,' tor marry Uerto. aLotd 
than to a counti^ Attorney or a' viifatgls^N 

Poctoc. 

" I. remain your Lady^bipfs: friend ati 
brother, if you act properly , 

Lady Ann knew the £acl too weH, to k)^ 
^tolnished at htsstile^ though she wondei*- 
ed at his condescension m writing at idt, 
since her answers had in general been st 
little satisfactory. She could not Ijelp in- 



vardly smiling at Lady Mountcastlefs conr 
titiued duplicity ; and could not repress a 
small degree of surprise, that the late Mr. 
O'firian's fortune should be so much ah 
object to people of their reputed wealth, 
as even to change her sister's nature, and 
prompt her to make repeated concessions tb 
one she had before treated with the greatest 
arrogance abd disdain. But such condu^l^ 
iMtead of softeiiittg, served still further to 
irritate beri and she returned the following 
answer. 
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** Tower of Tremome^ 
Oct 4, 1812. 
" My Lord, 
** You and I seem to have no two ideas, 
in commoD. T(ie honour to be conferred , 
on Miss i'itz-York, by an alliance witK 
Lord Moseley, I understand not^ when 
applied to your Lordship's niece and my 
daughter; nor are Fanny's expectations, 
disappointed, since she never formed any 
to which Lady Moiintcastle^s sanction was. 
necessary. 
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V It shall be my caj^e >to* di^^saof a 
ilaughter of the house of Mijford prqperly; 
Qor will I accept your Lordship's infiueQce 
jn palliating whai; you think so offensive 
in my letter to Lord Mountcastle. 

" Pride ^and arrogance are not the oflf- 
spring of my own nature, but originate i^ 
the pride and . arrogance of others ; and 
poor indeed muist be that j^pirit whie^ 
would J30t. rise, and boldly resist opprasr 
sipn, whether mpral or pjolitical. 

** You desire me to reflect, ere Lthrojr 
away the great good that must result to 
Fanny, from/her alliance with a Lorii 
But I.a^p SQ ignorant, — I wonder I should 
with two such illustrious example-s to the 
icpntrary, jo m.y own family^ — I am so 
stupidly ignorant, I say, as to attach no 
exclusive goodness or virtue to nobility, 
and think it very possible for a country 
Attorney or a village Doctor to equa,!,--^ 
perhaps surpass, — them in those qualities 
which are alone estimable. This you will na- 
jtij^lly attribujte to my grovelling noiiomy 
^s you politely call them. Be it sp. Th^l 



are-such as my intercourse with the M^orlrf 
have tadght me ; and, as I suppose your 
Lordship's opinions are derived from the 
sahie source, you cannot with justice 
blame y<3UT friend ami sister if you tkink 
properly. 

Ann Fit 2- York.*' 

Looking over the papers, whJch were 
alwitys served op at breatkfast, Faniiy's 
countenance underwent a change ; biit, 
quickly recovering herself, and perceiving - 
Lady Ann's ^yes- fished anxiously upon her, 
she pointed, with a vain attempt to smile, 
at the heart* rendiHg. paragraph; and, hav- 
ing finished her breakfast, left the room. 
The appalling words announced, in the 
usual style, the expected marriage of the 
Honourable • Leslie Talbot, presumptive 
heir to the. Duke of Ne\vland, with the 
beautiful' and accomplished Miss Heath- 
cote, niece to the Duchess, with a fortiine 
of fifty thousand, pounds I Her Ladyship 
had scarciely ■ finished the paragraph, when 
Robert entered, .with intelligence that a 
person had ' been ^ discovered m a stone 
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quarry, much bruised and Uceratedi aad 
requested to see Mr, Strictland without 
delay. 

" Where is he ?* inquired Lady Ann. 

^' At a public-house, my jLady, about 
two miles off. Some men found . him. as 
they went to work, dead, as they thought; 
but, on moving hin\, they perceived signs 
of life; and, being^put to bcd^ the first, use 
he made of his recoy^r^d sspe^ch was to 
send a messenger hither ^ 

" Who call knpw me in this country V 
said the worthy iperchant. ^\ Bat no mat- 
ter. Order a.cpuple of .horses, Robert, 
and request Mr*, Gossip's presence immedi- 
ately." . . ^ 

Lady Ann's mind was ever on the stretch 
of usefulness^ and actively alive to promote 
tlie p^ge and happiness of: those around 
her. Fanny and . Jiilia she knew both re^ 
quired employment, to preserve them from 
too plose supplication to subjects of an un- 
profitable nature; she. therefore discovered 
^v^ral little codi missions, which ilo one 
C.o)ild execute, to her satisfaction buttheni'* 
sfitees, in. the .town where Mr. abd Mrsi. 



Leigh resided. '^ It will be a pleasant 
walk," she observed ; ** Mary will be dc» 
lighted to see you, and perhaps return with 
you. in the evening.'* 
> JFanny .never murmured at her mother's 
aKraogements. They were always, she 
knew, '^ wisest, discreetest, best ;" though, 
bad ;she c^msulted her own inclinationi that 
would, not have prompted an excursion at 
the present moment The ^ay was fine» 
for the * season, the walk reviving'; Fre- 
derick, and his Wife rejoiced to See them, 
and Mrs. Carter bustled to make them 
wdcome. Having executed Lady Ann's 
commissions, they were half way on their 
return, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. 
Leigh, when a crowd at the door of a 
solitary pubUc«house, by the road side, 
attracted their attention. Julia, for they 
were walking in a jow, happeoied to be the 
outside^ pedestrian,, and, as' they pasised, 
looking accidentally over the shoulders of 
the populace, she exclaimed; " My God ! 
Is behead >^> AnH (ushed intii the midst of 
ihiem* • 
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.. Corbett, for he wai the wounded strata 
ger, lay appareolly lifeless, extended oiif a 
bier, whrch.was instantly raised, by the 
command of Mr. Strictlanrf, • and borne 
away: Theigood merchant then requeslied 
Fanny to wait a few minutes, and he woiiW 
attend her. Mr. and Mrs^ Leijfh took 
leave, and our heroine, accompanied by 
Julia, pale and trembling, . entered .^ihc 
house, to wait the leisure .of her guardian^ 
wh6 detained , them fneaicly to prevent a 
possibility of overtaking the procession. 
Julia, had, not t opened her lips since the 
above exelaniatioii ; but, when tliey were 
seated <in.. the nictly sand eld parlbur, sk 
inqpired^. in.Itrewuloiu^: accents^ ".what 
had ocoasionefd the unhappy mah-s death r 
Mrv Strictlandj who thought there were 
few hopes , of i|is recovery^ did riot contra: 
diet the idea; but merely related his ic'^S 
found in a Sftoja^-quajry, by sdroe labour- 
ers, .who conveye^l him to the 'house they 
were thexi in, "and; from hence?" headded^ 
"as the ;;i^ai?eftt; village,. I have ordered 
him to be carried to Tremorne." The sub* 
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ject then dropped, and' they proceeded cm 
their walk. 

* Corbett, when he left the I'ower, ha- 
ving neither horse not carriage, and not 
ienduring to remain in the village/ where 
he supposed his adventure would soon be« 
come a theme of universal discussion, de^ 
termined to walk to the next market town, 
which was not more than four miles dis- 
tant, and to which he was told there- wa^s 
a ' pleasant road across the fields. The 
evening was drawing in, ere he left the 
Tower, and before be had proceeded tyo 
miles it was nearly dark. To completie 
his embarrassment, he made a wrong turn 
at the last stile, and found himself en- 
tangled in a kind of underwood, through 
which there was no direct path. He had 
just decided to await the rising of the 
moon, when he was precipitated into the 
yawning gulph before described, and re- 
mained, without power to move, until the 
dawning light brought workmen to their 
accustomed labour. A public-house lay 
Across the next field; but a difiicult/ arose 

VOL, III* I 
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bow to carry bim even so far^ with his leg 
and arm shattered; and, besides, so sore 
with bruises, that he shrieked with anguish 
ft the first attempt to move him. At 
length, with care and difficulty, the busi- 
ness was accomplished, for he happily 
fainted when they laid him on the prepared 
litter, and thus became insensible to the 
f9Ui this slight exercise must necessarily 
b^ve produced. 

The first use he made of his returning 
reason was to send for Mr. Strictland, 
whose rej^ntment he knew would give way 
to compassion, when he saw the wretched 
state of the culprit The good man, we 
,bave before said, lost no time in obeying 
tiie summons, and, attended bv Gossip, 
reached the place at the moment he was 
recovering from another fainting fit. 

Gossip |iossessed a considerable degree 
of practical skill, and found ' no difficulty 
in setting the arm ; but, until the swelling 
fiubsided, an operation upon the . leg wajs 
in)practicable. To insure greater care and 
att«<itiop» he recommended a renK>val to 



lias 9Hrn babitatioo, and returned home, t9 
send the necessary raeatis, and prepare f^r 
his reception^ Corbe(t again lost his sensei^ 
on beii)g reipoved to the bier; aiid» on bit 
recovery^ which was not until he had been 
£ome time in his new habitatioOi expressed 
such an anxious visb. to see Mr. Cavendisbb 
that . iS^ssip thought it best to bumpuf 
bim^ The Vicar found hini deeply senMr 
ble of bis sitaation, . and ^eatly alam^ 
at tbe 4hougb|s ^f leavkig this worlds witb^ 
dut noakiiie <a9l tb^ jfepftmtion 49 bis power 
to the yomng preature be bad so greatly 
:i^iired ; for^ sOi te»def was conseiefiiee, a$ 
death seemed to np^oach^ that he took 
the blame of Julia's ruin entirely pa hiiQ* 
self, when, (be fact is, vanity a^id though^ 
leas levity of conduct prepared ber, in a 
great degree, for the miscbwf which fol- 
lowed. 

It viY^^uld be a. disgusting task to foUow 
her through her short caneer of vice, for 
Cwbett deserted her after a few weeks gnil* 
ty hutenyourat* We havie belbre said that 
diaease^ oontrifcted by e^istfiss of dissipa* 

I 2 
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tion, brought' on disgust, and a wiish t^ 
lieturn to her paternal dwelling; but the 
closing scene of her father's earthly pil* 
'grimage drove her forth once more ^ 
wanderer 5 and, having no virtuous re-- 
source to fly to,^— because people in her 
situation aVe rarely privately encouraged to 
quit the pathk of vice^ and of any pul^ic in- 
stitution she was ignorant, -^thd conges 
quences are obvious. No reputable door 
opened to receive her, — no friendly hand 
'was «tretfched forth to raise-a faUen sister; — 
the only hoiises in which sfhe could seA shel- 
ter were those devoted* to* iftfamy,— apd 
iheie slie could not entet, Without contHbu- 
ting, otte^^ay or other,' to tliepuWic stock. 
- The sbeties previous 'tcii her a;ppearance 
at Burf<ird,^^we shall not recur' tci, and of 

* • • • • . 

what happe^gd aftei;wards, our readel-s^re 
in full possession. 

Cbrbett wks comfortably accbniniodated 

at Oossip^s; andj *oft tl>e second day, the 

operatioTb was successfully performed^ with 

vcvery prospect of doin^well. ^Meai^tinie, 

-Mr. Cavendish^ by- the '{>ati6nt's deair^ 
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made frequent visifs; but to Im reiterated 
wish: for an interview with Julia, gave a 
d^ci<led negative. '^ I veatureto promise yoa 
her entire forgiveness," said the Vicar; **1)ut 
Julia's peace is very dear to me. She has; 
in a great measure regained it, and there 
would be unnecessary cruelty in impeding 
her on the road to happiness. You appear 
willing to forget her conduct since you 
parted, and to make her reparation by 
marriage, but are you sure returning health* 
wpuld not produce new ideas ? The bed 
of s^knesS; and the joyous hours of health 
present obj(5cts so different, that a deter- 
minatipn made on the former is too often 
forgot, or remembered with apathy and 
disgust. From a possibility of this, I 
would preserve Julia. Her expectations,^ 
alt. present all centre jn peace and useful- 
ness; and, until a sufficient time has 
elapsed, after your final recovery, to leave 
no doubt of the sincerity of your deter- 
miiution, I should wish to decline raising 
her hQpes^ or appearing to^take undue ad- 
vantage of your present weakness," 
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The third day after Urn operation, Go»- 
sip had reason to apprehend that the frac* 
tared leg was not doing so well as he could 
wish, and the following morning his sus- 
picions were awfully verifiied. A mortifi* 
cation had taken place, alid nothing could 
save the patient ^t amputatiop« This in* 
telligence, a few days sooner, would hav^ 
appeared in a form the mDst dreadful, fbt 
Gorbett was vain to excess of his person^ 
skttd frequently boasted that his lower tx^ 
t/ertiities exhibited the perfect line of 
beAuty. The symmetiy of hk limbs was/ 
however, at the present eventforf period 
overlooked; death was all be dreaded, 
ajad could the loss of his boasted leg* save 
bim from that, he conceived there w'Oidid 
he little to regret. 

Again he attacked the Vicar^s feelings^ *-^ 
again he begged to call Julia wife,-^b6ftH^ 
the operation, which might put it finally 
out of his power to do her and her family 
justice ;-^the divine's resolution was iin« 
shaken. He did not appear to appf ebend 
much vital danger from amputation, ** and 
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if Julia," he concluded, " be doomed to 
be a widow, a^ soon as she becomes a wife, 
'twere better, — much better for her to re- 
tain the name of Cavendish than to ha- 
rass her feelings by hopes and expectations 
never to be realized. Submit manfully to 
the operation, and if, after a sufficient 
trial of your disposition, you are still anxi- 
otts for the nnitm, 1 shali^ espouse your 
cause with afl the influence I possess.'' 

The Kmb was taken off, bdow die knee; 
—his Tccotwy was rapid, — and, asr his^ 
thoughts never swerved, -^JuKa was In- 
fbnned, as tenderfy as possible;, of Co- 
bett*s existence, and the interest her bro- 
ther had promised to exert in his behalf. 

•• I hope, my best Henry,'* she replied^ 
** that you will believe me sincere, when I 
solemnly declare that were I a solitary be- 
ing,-*^ link cut off from society, — 1 would 
refuse Corbett. But there is much due to 
my sister, — to yourself," — and to 'George 
and Francis. The family I have injured,— 
deeply injured by my mtscondact,- claim 
all the reparation I can make, were evenr 
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my life req^ired to wipe out the stain. I 
have thrown upon them. That I have re- 
covered my peace of mind is jour gracious 
work, and if you thiuk I ought to marry, 
after what has passed, I readily subraity; 
Uiough I anticipate no happiness from the^ 
union.'* * 

. " Captain Corbett Aa^Z-r-perhaps has—; 
many great faults/' replied the Vicar^. 
^' but he appears so tr.uly pepitent^ and so . 
anxious to restore you to society — — '* 

^ If you mean a London society, I mu&t. 
np:9^ : and ever decline it.; A life of Tetire-: 
oi^nt ^s. my decide^,-Troy irrevocable de- 
termination : and, if I cannot be a wife on 
those terms, I must remain plain Julia 
Cavendish, though the name were more 
infamously notorious. than it is.'' 

"I thought Julia," returned the Vicar^ * 
f* you could sacrifice your life to establish: 
the fatnily honour." 

" So I would willingly, — cheerfully,-r 
,but not my peace of mind; and what 
peace could I expect, when every acquaint* . 
ance of my husband's would address me 
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with a sneer of (Contempt; and many,— 
very many individuals unknown to him, 
point at me with the finget)bf scorn; or,' — 
which would be ten times more dreadful^ — 
speak to mein.the language of wantonness,, 
from thinking it impossible a frail sister 
could make a good wife. Bear to the Cap- 
tain my unalterable resolve ; say I am de<- 
voted to sechision ; but not, — if he have, 
any preference, — the seclusion of Tremorne; 
for, though I could never be so happy any 
wh^ere else, much I know is due to a hus- 
band's choice." 

The Vicar lost no time in imparting 
Julia's determination, and :it was finally 
agreed,— on condition that Mr. Cavendish 
received a suitable remuneration,— that his 
sister, as Mrs; Corbett^ should remain at 
the Vicarage, at least for the present ; and 
that the Captain should Hkewise be accom 
modated, when he could escape from the 
duties of his profession, : without consider- 
ing, at the moment, that those duties 
were for ever at an end^ since, by the loss 

I 3 
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of fan Umby be was rendered incapable of 
serving his country* 

Nothing could be more agreeable to the 
l^rother and sister than this arrangemeaft, 
and the marriage was sc^mniaed at the 
parish church, with as Htde eclat as possii- 
ble, tio one attending the bride except hctr 
friend Mary Leigh, between whom and 
Julia a reciprocity of esteem was establish^ 
ed, on the solid foundation of services con- 
ferred, and received at a moment the most 
critical Aunt Susy exerted her culinary 
skill on the wedding-day, to convince the 
Captain, — her own words, — ** that his 
wife's family knew how to do the thing 
handsomely.'^ A marriage feast she tliought 
as essential as a marriage ceremony, and 
certainly took pains to shew her sati^action 
at Julia's change of name. 

Lady Ann and her daughter signified 
their intention of congratulating the new 
married couple; and^ barring some con<^ 
fusion on the Captain's part,— ^f6r memory 
is very arbitrary,--^ the visit terminated 



mora j^leaaantlf thra cauld tetve been ex^ 
peeted. 

Ctptaip Corbett l^ft Tiembrne a^ ftw 
days after the wedding, to shew hki mvti« 
lated person at the War- office, whilst 
JuUa's change of situation made no altera- 
tion in her way of life. Her brother and 
his children were the first objects of her 
regard^ and to their good her whole at- 
tention was devoted; for, thougl) she had 
married Corbett, in compliance with the 
imperious calls of duty, the ardent affec- 
tion she once' felt for him lay buried in 
the tomb of his inconstancy, and other 
ties — other obligations — usurped its place. 
Love once quenched seldom revives, per- 
haps. never> if extinguished under the im- 
pression of worthlessness and depravity. 
A conviction of this had too long filled 
Julia's bosom with contempt, to be easily 
eradicated; and, though she resolved 
strictly to perform the character of a 
wife, the absence of her husband caused 
sensations more nearly allied to pleasure 
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than pain, because his presence 'Ivas a 
restraint — a hindrance of those duties 
she determined to persevere in towards 
Georgians. 
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CHAP. V. 

JTHE FEMALES OF GASIC£LI»'S* HOUSE, — 
A BURGLARY,^— A FORGERY, — AND AN 
EXECUTION. 

Ensign Taylor macle good the vulgar 
adage, ^^ set a beggar on horseback>" &c. 
The five hundred pounds, given, as a mar- 
riage portion, by the industry of himself 
aild his thoughtless wife, diminished daily; 
for the report of his haying married a. wo- 
man of fortune was general throughout the 
regiment, and money will at all times com- 
mand society. To give currency to the 
report, invitations were given tb - the offi- 
cers, and treats to tlie officer's wives* 
Every latitude was allowed to Grace's love 
of finery, and to be the leader- of fashion, 
—to eclipse the feinales of the corps, — was' 



I 
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what her aspiring ambition aimed at. At 
every place of public amusement. Ensign 
Taylor and his lady were sure to be fore- 
most ; and, as Mrs. Gaskell called her 
daughter's extravagance an elegant propen- 
sity^ which it would be a pity to curb, espe- 
cially as she acted her part with so good a 
grace, netthei* herself nor her husband gave 
themselves time to think on the daily di- 
minution of their fortune^ 

To his other modes of expenditure Tay- 
lor now added a daily attendfinfee at lh^ 
billiard table> and, though he wever played 
himself, — for tl>e best possible reason,-rllf 
adopted the gentlemanly practiee of bet- 
tings in imitation of his super tora, a^d.fof 
the, pleasvue of exposing, wh^t f^w oi^^ 
oontemporaries could boast, a wdlr$ti>ie<l 
purse ; but, having no judgownt of t)^ 
gamev he generally left the room a te»cr. 
In short, before- he had been a.:hi»*ba!^' 
and ail officer six months, bis wik's fo^* 
tune- Was completely disaipatied* H^hsA 
Jbcaifdes^ contracted debts of honour to tfac 
annfoun^ of two hundsed pottud% aodobti* 



1 
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gations of this nature must be discharged,' 
unless the loser can submit to the most 
opprobrious epithets, or consent to be 
kicked out of civilized society. 

What a strange perversion of the moral 

system has taken place within a few years I 

A gentlenmn of4fpirit may ruin his tailor, 

his shoemaker, his hosier, with impunity,- 

aud not, thereby, lessen his credit with 

his associates; but let him contract a 

gambling debt, and be cviber unwilling or 

unable to pay it, he is posted for-a pohroon, 

and rendered incapable of mixing whh 

hartourable men. There is something vi« 

tally wrong in thi^ and I tru^t such 

conduct is condemned by men of principki 

for, in this case prindpie and htmour havis 

nothing to do in common* 

Priscilla had been longer than usual 
without bearing from hor bope&l spouse, 
and began to reflect on the charms of 
widowhood, and the more "than probabi- 
lity there appeared pf stepping before her 
sister, since a Captain and a LieucejQant 
had bodi dcdared ber a dmlish fins gh^i^ 
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and votied her husband an insensible puppy 
for deserting her. To the questions, often 
put, of who and what he was ? she gave 
various answers. Sometimes he had estates 
in the West Indies, and was gone to look 
after them ; at others, he held a place un« 
der government, but her health would npt 
admit of a London residence; in a word, 
to lead suspicion from the truth, she told 
twenty falsehoods, when one, had she per- 
severed in it, would have answered every 
purpose. But so it is : people who make 
no scruple of telling one bare-faced un- 
truth too often forget consistency. The 
mind once familiarized to lying shrinks at 
no additional falsehood; but^. as if one 
garment was not sufficien^t to cover the de- 
ception, adds another and another, till the 
original idea is enveloped in such a multi- 
plicity of folds, that the fabricator himself 
is unable to find the clue. 

At length the square-folded eletter, wilh 
Tom Smith's signature, appeared^ for which 
the postman demanded double pay ! This 
ikras an : unusual circumstance. She had 
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frequently sent an in^Iosurei but never yet 
received one; what then was her surprise 
when a fifty pound Bank note presented. 
itself? Could it be real ? Was it indeed 
fifty? . She looked again, — she spelt the 
word, — and still the sound returned was- 
jifty. All wish for widowhood flew before 
the fkscinating expectation that Tom would 
yet be able to support her in stile, since 
he could already remit so handsomely. ^ 

The. letter, omitting much false oTthO'^^ 
graphy and bad spelling, ran thus;— « 

. • ' • : I 

" My dear Wife, 
'^ Inclosed you have a £bQ Bank of 
£ngland note, which you must imnpedi-' 
ately get changed^ and return me thirty « 
by the next post. If you do this here 
business properly, I shall soon remit you^ 
again ; and, in a short time, be* able to' 
keep you Mithout troubling that old skin* 
flint, your father. Do not lose an hour in 
getting it discounted ; arid I slioujd advise 
you to apply to some tradesman, m pre- 
ference' to the Bank, for reasons 'tis need« 



less to mention, se^ng as how vomes 
know nothing of business. This is all 
from youT loving husband to command^ 

Thos. Smith. 
'^ P.S. Direct to Mr. Richard Joaes, 
Post-officCi Birmingham.'* 

Mrs. Graskell was little lets pleaacti l^an 
her daughter, at the unhoped-for ihclosure; 
though the idea, of returning the greater 
part, was a galliBg ci^eiunstaiice^ for money 
was an articte much wanted in their esta* 
blishment. Mr. Gaskell's allowance was 
liberal, and punctually paid; but, the fe- 
ilialea of his famiiy had too little pnidisnce 
and proper pride to preserve them from 
debt, and the quarterly stipend was always 
sftcrificed ere it came to lund. Since they 
had posaeasion, Mrs. Gaskell was for keepr 
ing the whole; to which PrisciUa would 
have had no abjection, had not the hopes 
held out in Smith's letter convinced her of 
the bad policy of disappointing him ; for, 
if she punctually performed hid bidding 
this time^ perhaps a post or two would 



bring double the sum. How the money 
was acquired neither she nor her mother 
seemed to cons^ider a matter of any im^ 
portance, rince their vanity and extrava* 
gance were gratified ; and, having an uix« 
settled account at the silk-mercer's, they 
posted thither, in hopes, by prompt pay« 
ment and the sight of a fifty pound biR» 
to guin further atid unlimited credit. 

The note was discounted, — the biH dr»» 
eharged,<-^aiKl the smilinig,^ smirking, utt« 
sospicious deakt received their orders fbf 
pelisses of the most fasbMmable iaind expen- 
sive texture, mth many thanks for (be 
fxefetence given to his shop. 

Still Mrs. Gaskel) thought thirty pound* 
too much to return. •* Suppose,"* said shc^ 
" we send twenty — or ten ; I dare say, if 
the truth were known,, he expects nothing; 
indeed, why should he? You have, at 
time and tin^s, sent him more than the 
amount of the whole ; — a bird in the hand 
is wortii two in the bush, afad^ tlierefore, X 
•ay, let him whistle for the money/' 
Prisciita was not one jot more consci- 
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entious than her mother; but sb^ consi* 
dered, that, by appropriating so inconsider- 
able a, sum, she might lose the chance of 
one time or other outshining4er sister; 
and, as that was the desire next her heart, 
she determined not to render the accom- 
plishment of it. impossible by disobeying 
orders. Accordingly, an answer was de* 
spatched, expressing a hope that few posts 
would elapse before she was favoured with 
another token of his remembrance. " This 
I have endeavoured to deserve,'* she added, 
* ' by my n|nct uali ty -" 

Before 'she could '."posi^ly expect i^ 
another bill to the like amount arrived, 
Jor her sole and separate use; Smith again 
recommending her to get it discounted at 
a shop. '' Rut, perhaps," he added, " you 
had better qot apply to the same person, 
but distribute your favours/* The letter 
Concluded with a promise of seeing her 
shortly. 

In the mean time, Taylor, without con* 
suiting either Mrs. Gaskell or her daugh- 
ter^ penned a strong petition to his father* 



In-law, ' without committing himself ^ as 
a gamble!*. The cause assigned for pecu'- 
Hilary airi^^Hind that so soon after his last 
boiititiful present, was the error he had 
been fed into by a brother officer, with 
M'liom he had become bound for two hun- 
dred pounds more than his purse coitid 
immediately supply ; but, if* be, Mr, Gas- 
kell, would kindly advance that suih'tb 
irelieve his present difficulties, be pledged 
himself to be guilty df no mote impruden- 
cies of that nature. 

^ The return of <post tt-ought his own let- 
ter under a blink cover, aiid the Ensign 
was without bth^r resoiirce than selling his 
commission. By various' shifts he contri- 
ved to pbst|)onef the payment of his debt, 
from time to tiriie; but, at length, being 
obliged to nam^'*a d'ajy,^ he fixed* on the 
following MbiidiajVthbugb where the mo- 
ney Avas to comei frotA tie cottid form not 
the Qli^htest id(^a. 

Walking, on the Ldndon road, in deep 
m^drtatibii, a vbice bawled out, ** Capttiii, 
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are you deaf or in love? If I had not stop- 
ped the horses in time, we ^ould have run 
over yoiL^*. Turning up his head at this 
sal^tatioD, he perceived a coach heaviljr 
laden, the fore horses nearly upon his heels« 
At the same moment, he was drecogniased 
by a person from the top, who hallooed 
out, " what, Jerry, my hoy, is that you? 
By my faith lad, you had a narrow escape; 
and, as you don't seem to be perfectly 
master of yourself^ Til descend ^nd guard 
you into town.^ 

The speaker accordingly jumped down, 
and thei brotber-in-law, for the new comer 
was the identical Tom Smithy entered into 
various comnmnications not material to 
this history. He and Taylor had been ac* 
quainted from infancy, and both enlisted 
on the same day ; but Smith, disliking tlie 
iservice, made off witli the bounty moaey, 
and, hiring himself to a gentleman on the 
eve of leaving £ngland, escaped the pu- 
nisbmeut due to his offence. His first . 
master dying abrQadi be entered the scr- 



yicc of Lord Portman, as before related, 
and bad but just left him when he eocout^^ 
tei«d Brierly. 

Taylor, on the contrary, steadily pui^ 
sued a soldier's life, and in due time was 
promoted; but, though as a serjeaat be 
contrived to live respectably and without 
d^bt, when ranked amongst the pfficer^, 
hip increase of pay could not keep pace 
with l^is increasing^ ex penses, and his wife^iS 
fortune scarcely outlived the honey-moon. 
The brothers, without discovering their 
affinity, for Taylor could never have re- 
cognised his old acquaintance in the Mr. 
Smith so largely talked ^j by PriscUla, ad- 
journed to a remote tavern, where much 
confidential comnf unication followed. 

Amongst other things the Ensign's em- 
barrassments were mentioned, and the ne- 
cessity there appeared of selling his com- 
mission. ** 'Tis a heart-breaking cxpedi- 
ent,*" continued he, '* but I have no other 
resource, and my close-fisted father-in-law 
would not advance another guinea to saV^ 
me from han^^ng." 
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Smith begged one night for considera- 
tion^ and, in the morning he would propose 
something that might probably obviate 
the. necessity of so disgraceful a measure. 
Meantime, he requested his arrival might 
be kept a profound secret; ** a caution/' 
he added, ** you will see the propriety of 
when yoii are acquainted with my reasons." 
" Taylor was too much elated with the 
prospect of retaining his rank, not* to 
^agree implicitly with the measure required. 
Three days yet remained before the dread- 
ed Monday : Smith he knew was fertile in 
expedients; and, if he had aught to pro- 
pose that could be accomplished in that 
time, he should look upon him is his guar- 
dian angel. On the ensiiinfg morning, im- 
patience carried him to his friend's bed- 
*side as soon as day-break, when the latter 
'entered into a mbre full account of himself 
■^than had been deemed necessary at the 

preceding interview, and finished his nar- 
rative, by suggesting a plan which might 
^^^ Only empower him to discharge bis 
debt of honour, but put him in cash, and 
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by that means enable him to retrieve his 
former losses. 

This argument would have reconciled 
Taylor, who was a man of weak intellecti 
to almost any safe means of procuring the 
money ; and, as Smith assured him the risk 
vf a^ trifling, and that, if they failed,, he 
had still another resource, the Ensign ac**. 
quiesced in the schema to forward which 
it was necessary to procure leave of absence 
for two days. This was easily accompUsh- 
ed, when his commaadiilg ofi^r undef^ 
stood be was gmmg to yb^lm htha-n^ 
law, by his own partk:ular request, and 
that the invitation was probaUy a prehide 
to luture advantages. 

Every thing was kept profoundly secret 
from Mrs* Gaskell and her daughters; and 
be took leave of bis wife, under the plea of 
a shooting exscneiiofi, which would detain 
him a day or two^ He was scarcely gone, 
when the mother : and sister called at bee 
lodgings, They were likewise leaving 
town fi»r a fbwdays, oa a, visit to Tre-^ 
morney for the. avowed purpose of coaxing 
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Mr. Craskell out of a few elegant^ and to 
him^ as a man, useless articles . of furnitore, 
to render their house more fit for the 
entertainment of visitors ; for, since the 
arrival of the last bank^-bill, they bad been 
engaged in castle building to an extent 
thfy never before dreamt of;- and, as their 
journey had not mConey for its object^lhey 
doubted not of. procuring any thing else 
with ease. 

/Grace proposed making a third in the 
chaise; for, under her mother^s auspiceSi 
she £eLt no dread of meetiog a justly-incen- 
ted father : and, as she should make the 
best poasible report of her husband's gene- 
ral conduct and particular affection towards 
herself, there wM np knowing what good 
might result from the journey. 

'Very liitle time was given to preparation, 
the chaise having be^n ordered before the 
two ladies left/ liome;' and, the unexpected^ 
unwished fori trio, arrived at Gaskell- 
house to the no small amazement of its 
worthy owner. Mrs. Gaskell ^ttd Priscilla 

were received, if not welcomed, with "cor- 



diaiify; and^ after Grace had Elated on 
the good qualities of her hosband/ and 
acknowledged her fault in marrying with- 
out his consent, the olive branch was like- 
wise extended to her. 

Mr. and .Mrs. Gossip called, as^soon as 
they. heard df the ladies arrivaf; and^ to 
the little prating apothecary they were in- 
debted for all the news and scandal of the 
village. Amongst which, Rosette^s mar- 
riage with a young, a handsome, and a 
wealthy baronet, was the least welcome. 

^^ What could any man of fashion see in 
that forrnal old maidish creature,' I won- 
der r'* said Mrs. Smith. ** Biit Lady Ann, 
I supji|6se, was the match-malcer." 

" Has she picked* up nobody yet for her 
own baby-faced chit ?^' inquired Mrs. Tay- 
lor. ' • 

" Offers in abundance, I am told," said' 
Gossip ; but miss, it seemS, is in no hurry ; " 
eh Becky? By the bye, you have heard of 
Julia's adventure and marriige/' 
-" Married !" exclaimed the three ladies^- 

k2 
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in %hretAu. ^^kv hm been fool eaoegli 
to take up with the leavings of half the. 
town?" demanded Mrs. GaskelL 

*^ The identical roan who first led ber 
astray y** repKed Gossip. ^ Tis a romantic 
hiatoryi and involves a good deal of the 
marvellous. Captain Corbetti as report 
says, for we have nothing else to go by, 
eh, Becky ! caine to the Tower deeply in. 
love either with Lady Ann or her daugh- 
ter, for it has never been properly ascer- 
tained which, when Julia and her brother 
burst into the room, and the Vicar up- 
braided him with the ruin of his sister. 
Hjigh words followed, and they do say 
blows,— but that's neither here nor there; 
in short, the poor Captain left the house 
in disgraee, apd in the dark fell into a pit 
and broke a leg and an arm. But we soon 
rectified that business, eh, Becky ! by set- 
ting the one and amputating the other; 
so that the gallant Captain stumped upon 
a wooden sttpporter to the parbh cburcbi 
and there made an honest woman of Mis^ 
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Jalia. By the same toke^, my dear ma« 
dam, where is your worthy sister, Mrs. 
Stokes?" 

" Oh ! name not that injured woman f' 
replied Mrs. Gaskell, pretending to brush 
away a tear. " I hope she m\\ yet live to 
be revenged of all her enemies. * How does 
the Major bear their separation?'' 

" Faitb, madam^ " answered Gossip, 

^' much better than could be expected. 

He is all in all at the Tower, and I believe 

means to venture upon another wife shortly. 

Eh, Beckyr 

'^ Another wife I whilst my sister is 
altve ! Impossible T 

'^So I said. Impossible said L Did 
nof I, Becky ? But they laughed at tne, 
and said, as the man had taken his mare 
again, the Major was to all intents and 
jkiurposes a bachelor. In what part of the 
woiid is our gallant friend the Captaio, 
madam? I fancy there are few finer fel- 
lows of his inches in the army ; and I 
hope I^hall live to see him a general."/ 

** Doubt it not, Doctor. Walter is wor- 
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tby of promotion^ and I hope will meet 
with his deserts." 

Mr. Gaskell was absent during* this CO0- 
versatioD, otherwise Gossip would not have 
trenched upon any of the subjects intro- 
duced ; for he was more knave than foo^ 
and knew *when to speak and when to be 
silent, where to praise and where to coti- 
demn, as well as any man of his profes- 
sion. But the worthy magistrate now en- 
tered, and the discourse,, baiting a little 
tartness now and then, was less abiotre 
than might have been expected. 

After tjie apothecary and his wife reii« 
led, the mother and Prisctlla, with welK 
.planned art, opened their battery of attack. 
There were many articles in the house 
highly. necessary to their comfort, of whidi 
Mr. Gaskell scarcely knew the naiines, 
much less the uses, and, if he would cooh 
pliment her and her daughter with them, 
they should be able to see their friends 
more to his credit and their own. 

The mercenary motive which prompted 
their visit|, once^ knawn, met with little 
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opposition. Rather than be again tor^ 
mented with their continued presence^ he 
would have given up his house altogether ; 
to part with a few useless articles of furni- 
ture was therefore no sacrifice; and he 
readily promised to send them by the first 
conveyance to Plymouth, " Pray, Pris- 
eilW he asked, ** have you heard lately 
frbm the reprobate you forced upon me as 
a son*in*law ?'* 

" He is no reprobate/* replied Mrs. Oas- 
kell, ^* but a man who will be able to sup- 
port bis wife as becomes yonr daughter. 
'He hds lately remitted her two fifty pound 
bills^ aii4 I doubt not will do very hand*> 
sotndy by her.'* 

!' And pray bow does he procure the 
money?** 

** That we know nothing about ; but I 
dsire say honestly.** 

^ ** That's more than I dare say. Where 
lives he? What business does he follow? 

" Law, papa,** said Priscilla^ ** you as& 
i^Mre questions, than either I or mamma can 
ttTnswet. Where he lives, he does not say J 
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and, if he was to talk ab^ut business^ he 
knows we should not understand him^ be* 
<rause none of our family ever demiianed 
tliemselves by trade of any kind." 

** An honest trade, Priscilla» can never 
demean any man. 'Tis professor^ that dis- 
,grace business, not business ptofessors; 
and^: if Smith was a pains-taking, honesty 
industrious cobbler, I shbuld Uke him 
much better, though he never sent bis wife 
a shilling, than to load bfr with presents 
got, nobody knows bow, and living, nor 
body knows where. There is always sooie- 
^hingwroqgin mystery; the upright miod 
Jtas no occasion for it, and the honest man 
is above it. How do you know but the 
money thus lavished is procured by un- 
worthy means, — by actions that shun the 
light?" 

" Who is censorious now, Mr. Gaskell?!' 
a^fl his wife. ** In good time, I dare 
say, he will explain every thifig to your 

satisfaction." 

■» * . . . ' 

'^ Never ! Any thing a |>rpscribed mui 
cait say, iinder the circumstance of his 
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bdng my daughter^ hosband, will never 
give me satisfaction. Tis misery enaugh 
to know your son-in-law has a price 'set 
upon his bead, withmtt expecting, me to 
Teap satisfaction* frbm any dv^wal he can 
no^tnkke, Ali I ever expect from the al- 
liance, is disgrace ' and dtshoiumr ; and, 
perhaps, the sooner I am put ont of sas* 
pense, aince come it wtll, the better. Yonr 
btisband, Grace, the soldier, it seenia wants 
more money ; Bnt, yoa may tell him from 
ine, he must deserve* it before he has it" 

" More money, papa f Impossible ! The 

aum you kindly gave us i^not half gone yet."^ 

" What friend has be been bound fer?" 

" None. At least I never Heard of any." 

" Well, no matter. I turned a deaf ear 

to his request; for, between my w» son, 

and those my daughters have forced upon 

me, I might be brought to beggary if I 

were weak enough to yield to every appU«* 

cation they thiqk fit to make." 

" Where is Walter now?^ asked his too^ 
ther. 

'' The last time I saw him, he was in tbe 

k3 
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King^s Bench prison^ w cofnpflny with Kis 
auot, the woniaii called Mrs. Stokfs*'' 

'^ Mj son and sister to prison T aereaoi^ 
Mrs. GaskelL' ^^ Surely you could not be 
cniel enough to leave them there T 

'' There was no cruelty in the ease. Tbej 
seemed quite happy. The lady in particu- 
^ lar saidj the situation was much prefetablf^ 
to any thing Tremome could boast Wal- 
ter, I understand, has again joined his re- 
giment ; but I never receive: » letter frofl% 
him without a presentiment of misery and 
disgrace." 

The family now retired to refit j Mrs. 
Gaskell, by her^wn desire^ sleeping in her 
accustomed bed^ which hef husband rea- 
dily relinquished. 

The night was dark a«d stormy,— the 
wind whistled through the long lobbies of 
"this antique mansion, — ravens and bats^ 
disturbed by the unexpected tempest, ftit^ 
ted past the narrow casemente, which rat- 
^ tied in their frames,— whilst the growling 
of Tyger, the faithful house-dog, shewed 
him ill at ease^ 



^Moeturntil dqpredations' were so seldom 
^esitd of atrTfemon^ tfta(t the unsuspeet^ 
ing itibadbiUiits soartely ii^^de a. point bf 
Attemog thtui doors, and the m^stSITs'ikiK 
oasiness wqsiattri bated to the genend'ooi^ 
kimiim of tb« eJbmeOrt^ ^ , ^ 1 1 . 

Mp^ CraskelKs thoughts weve too d^i^ 
jKited to admit of sUep. They wandered 
miidst the incoogmoas mattep detailed bj^ 
Gossip^ ' andf the viestatioM inteltigeoc^ 
oobveyeil %< her husband. Waives, and 
her sister iivfifis^Mt' HowdisgrtK^ful! Th^ 
yo^ib her s^n]^ine< imagiMtioii had p^iot^ 
ed aa f^osseMng atltjvei courage aid df$cW 
ltooiof<alWeliingtoo, :was doomed to no^ 
thing" btibihuattUa4iioti ! His pretty person 
bad onceexb%Uted atBonir^street, and w^s 
now, or very lately had been, in tnortifying 
botidage. Beset by vile retainers of the 
hw; and, a(i the suit of seme unifeeling 
low bred mechanic, the heir of Si^uire 
Oaskell was dragged to a loathsoin^pvison^ 
' These unpleasant reflections, were iiiter-^ 
iDpted . by a buzzing iioise in the gallery,, 
as o£^ people wMspering. The boaxd& toci 
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cr«aked beneath the pfeiMit of footftteps, 
irbi^h seemed to be gmdually approaching 
until they, stopped at her chamber dpoiv 
The whispleriiig was then renewed i andt 
cffejibfc had tine to thiok what part.of, die 
family could be so wakdu]^ the l6ck slov4y 
tttnied»<<**the . door was cautiously pushed 
ppeut-^sind two black faces, on which the 
reflection of a small lantern fully sbdne» 
appeared at the thjresbold. A loud aeream 
scaped her, as she covered hesseif wkh 
the bed*clotbeti*-rthe riiffiai^ advaoced^— ^ 
and judging fix>m appearances that the bed 
only contained one person, and convUiccd 
by the scream thj^t person was a feiiiale^-*t^ 
pne said to tlie other, in an under voice, 
i' we have mistaken the apartment." 

** No, no!" replied a different voice in 
the same key, ** the apartment is right 
enough, but the owner has kindly absent* 
ed himself to lessen the difficulty ot our 
undertaking. There stands the calmiet; 
do you keep that bawling woman still,' and 
I'll undertake to secure the properly." 

Mr. Qaqkell, who lay ip a room adjoin- 



ing,/wu,Mi9kmeAhy what he craieenred 
|«ibe Mieaim $ but, liearti^ no repetition, 
onthe cw^UAry^ findii^ every thing quiet, 
^he ppiicliided it. a jdbeam $ and was cbmpo* 
aingkinisejl. again to sieep^ when anetiUer 
;4lifiek|ii .iBQre pieK^ing! tlnui' the loriner, 
made^him start oiitof bed/ and run to Mb 
owiiT«hamhi6in ; The door,, however, would 
not ryield to ; his effoir ta ; but, list^niilg^ . be 
C9tiM hmr his^w^f, imbnothec^ ateettt^ 
bewailiagrher. haid ftte; and.Kkewtae,tdK»- 
tingttiahAiwhisper, iWhieh convmced Imd 
there Lwei« .at ileastjtwo to contend with. 
He always kept a blunderbuss charged it 
lu» fooffi/ xim€t fnm jmstom 4han any 
' xeai i peeesstl^ {^ : >but that, since he had 
cbaAge<d . his aparfetomt, was jiow in the 
pfD^wer : of th^ as AUant%, i aod^ i ere he could 
Hfk'foT other\ ^^pons, it might be too 
latfe tp mt, <iero. To rcnialn; in , the lobby 
wil3tofu»4de«c(i was only provoking dan- 
ger ;.he^ therefore^ groped his >vay into the 
h»11, ere be revQiIected-|bat a single man 
had no ^chance ,<;^ui3t numbersi^ Without 
delay he £iW.r!Mp< tl^ l^ack st^ir^^ and rou- 



ftfociifcid '• a li^ . from the kitchiefe^, -OoM 
nmrp (qnteied. the hall;. and> difWgirig ^ 
GOftpIe ef f^H% ^orrdeittl the gafdeoer to 
|d*m:him8ielf gfttef tile ebam bier #k(to#; 
.a«dy. itt case tkeivol^iera olfer^d^Ko ddbdMd 
<lliat way^ to file at their legs^ but cm* no 
account to injufe diem vitally ; whilM:4ie 
and. the gtchm Waited tlieh' ipfAtoAdk{fr(dm 
jthe . efaamber dom^ i i ,Once i tnoie h^ ^9^ 
l0lMpte«ft)tbieiiii6r/ hirt ina*agafb.Mpulsed1; 
aoNl, IfsteniDg, could'beiQriaidoattd^Ulber.chb 
jiiigliDgivf^late; hintniM^Ib^eatiiiiig'jftDiii. 

Sy this tMHenPmcilla' aiftd Gmm hai 
joifaed'them; fottbeii'f^eliDfft'Werefiiebor 
alfied to tnasculine bioldfless than ^Hiiiiiii^ 
4fa^;' and, fufly inibrtMd &f tbtcir fatbei^ 
^Uspicionsr^ ' advised a^foircMble «h(ty. ^^ ¥oft 
ave ^^mttt with a i^woiNi aftd Jolin m^ ^ 
fo\Hi9g^pk^ce,'' con tinned hiaeldesC da^li^ 
t(§r, "and I ccinceive aie a ittatch for aay 
iwd at least: Grace and- 1 ^an^ by our cl»- 
liiourVmak^ them believe our party stronger 
than it reaUy i^ and' perhapa conqimr 



tliem byieair, if not bj^stfeiigtb«''c >Abtiliat 
moment, (he aa»k w9a xhtomn up^ «nd^ by 
the time they airpposeit tbe.Bunntwj.dei- 
ereal^ed by one at kast . hairiiig descended^ 
tiie four set ^ir :ab6iil)der» to the Aoofp 
aod after (wo.or three efibrts it flew open; 
The room was ^rfc,^--Tbiit the fatatlfght 
of a lantern; abewed one of the vittaiiis ift 
thfe act: of . atepping ftofi ^ windoir; 
^hen the firing of a gnu fwm betieitth^ 
ated 8et2t0g i^ remiaiiiing cijlpril, were tht^ 
actions of a' momdEkk. i in the scuffle, .the 
light in the lantern was eatingiiisbed'; dnd^ 
ftarfvi of betray mg the weakness o£ 4beir 
foic^ ' the candle bad. beenileft in tiiie ball*. 
Tbi^^ the dlaugbteir andertoo^ to fetch ; and' 
Mrfii: Gaskell^ hearing, the voices of ktt 
femfily, yent^ured to peep fioin herhidJnj^ 
place. Meaptime; .no sound, probeadcd 
from the gar d^i . to denote what was goings 
forward there ;^ but, the gkts. retutrning with 
alighti disco^^reda man meanly d^ressed^ 
of low stature, and sligbt make. Tbe 
ladiea kmdly vociferated for a jremevai^ of 
jbbe sabteinask; but to this Mr* GaskeU 
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objected, on the score of delicacy, aot 
vishiog the fennales of his family to appear 
in a court of jtlstice to swear against the 
life of a ftllo w-creatnre; He and John 
.therefore removed him to a itmote apart- 
menty whilst Mrs. Gaskell and her daugh- 
ters opened the plate chest, and discovered 
an ettipty void Cups, tankards, spoony 
and the costly appendages, of the tea-table 
were all gone; the cabinet too was coov^ 
pletely ransacked ; and they wei« bcfwail* 
ing the loss, wten . Mn Gaskell entered, 
andf with a stern countenance, inquired of 
Gjrace how she had disposed of the family 
i^ing hcloiiging to her late grandfather? 
Grace turned pale, but instantly recover* 
ing her seif-comraand, replied, ''I seldom 
wear the old fashioned relic, and left it 
locked up in my jewel box, at Plymouth/ 
'* You are certain you:left it there?* 
. V Decidedly .'^ - 

, ";Tihen the villains who have been foiled 
in their attempts' to rob me have been 
imoi:e successful at Plymouth j for the^ring 
which Wflliam forced froiii the linger rf 



the rascal who escaped, I can safely swear 
is tbeone worn by my late respected father.*' 
Grace's couotenance did not alone un- 
dergo a change ; ihe trembled with appre- 
hension of she knew not what ; for Ensisrn 
Taylor's finger had never been without thie 
ring, since he commenced gentleman. 
'Could he have beeri careless enough to lose 
it? Or had he been robbed ? Her mother 
and aister participated in her fedings ; lor 
Mr. Gaskell valued the bawble beyond aifiy 
thing in his possession, and^blatfi^d his 
father for bestowing it on a giddj^ j^irU 
** Mrs. Gaskellyf cpntinued the niagisti^te^ 
** P#i8cilia» — Grace,— how have I deserved ' 
from^ you, coUectively or separately, the 
croel return I have this night met with ? 
My indulgence to you all has been pro- 
verbial^ and our separation, for which 
I alone bear the bkme^ was mote to gratify 
you than myself; although I confess my 
home has been -a scene of quietness, tin- 
known whilst you remained in it. How 
havel deserved, I repeat, that yott should 
league youirselves with a band Bf midaight 
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ruffians,— of desperate hquse-breakers, — (6 
force from me what I prudently refused to 
solicitation?." 

'' League ourselves !" . replied Mrs. Gas- 
kelL '' You cannot suppose that we know 
any thing of the robbery/' 

*< How can I suppose otherwise ? Your 
coming w uuexpectedly to Tremorne^ at 
the critical moment^ — your request to steep 
itt noy apartment, — ^your partiality to tbe 
villain now below*—*" . 

/« Villain! What viHaio ?'* : 
. *f Tom Smith !— y our' hopeful son-in^^iv ! 
^r-^^sxd Priscilla's h usband T - • 

PrisciUa gave a loud, screamy amt'ltilt 
senseless on the bed« Mrs* Gaskell flnip 
to her daughter, but her; husband^ unihiad^ 
ful of either^ proceeded-^ ^..Tellihel, Gra^ 
•^honestly and candidly tell nbe,«^-in whose 
possession you left your rihg ? £<» I eaiiiel^f 
disbelieve what you befote said.'^. 

Grace, finding th^:e was nothing to bft 
gained by subterfuge, replied^ /.^ my bos^ 
bandrmt)^ £nfisgii«-*h»3 wora il';eVet sinct 
our marriage^'' : l . 
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" Aad where left you hina ?' 

^' He quitted honoe about ^n hoar before 
I did, on a shooting excursi^on." 
, '* £noaghv The business is fully ex- 
plained," 

" Not if you suppose we knew any thing 
al^out the . robbery. At least, I can vouch^ 
for n^y ow!n innocence^ and I doubt not 
for that of my mother and sister. As to 
3aiith, Friscilla has never seen him, toimy 
knowledge, isince he left Tremorne, and 
Taylor, l^nows him ftpt ; therefore, judg^ 
of us all as charitably as circumstancte 

will ^ripit," 

^ I wHL suspend ^//judgment till Xhav^ 
conversedxfufihei' with the wretched maa 
below." He then left the.Toomi.and joinei) 
hss two ft^rvapts^ wlio held Smith in dun 
ranee. 

Wiffiam fifed at the deseeipiding robber,, 
according to his i^structious^ who, throng}^ 
fright) lost hia hold of the suspended rope,^ 
and, in falling, dropped the bag contain^ 
ii^ their, ill^ocqiiifed bodty;. but^ more 

frightened thw hurt,t was. iast»titly oa hi^ 
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legs, and» heingji^mncb stouter man than 
his opponent, broke from Ihri with the 
loss of his ring, which, in the scuffle^ 
William accidentally drew from his finger. 

After dismissing the servants, Mr. Gas* 
kell again interrogated Smith, concerning 
his accomplice, but to all, his questions re- 
specting idefntity, he maintained a prafbulad 
silence. . In vain the magistrate reasoned 
and argued, and assured bfm of the insuf- 
ficiency of his silence to protect the cul- 
prit ; ^' he is known,'' be continued^ ^' and 
liierefore-- — " 

" You have no occasion . tb ^mp mct'^ 
interrupted Smith. '< But he is^not known, 
*— 'tis in^|jossibie he should^ — and I have 
too much honour to peachJ' 

'' Honour i" repeated the magistrate, 
with a sneer. 

^/Tes. Has your worship lived to.tiie9e 
years, without hearing the old adag^ 
* honour amongst thieves ?' We never be- 
tray a brother." 

** Brother ! That is a direct c( 

"Of what?" 



^< 
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^^ Your .Worship must be a cleverer man 

' tfean I take you to be, if you find him out 

by that. , I have too many brothers in the 

same Hhei 4br oiy words to point mrtr^aa . 

rndividual." 

•* This subterfuge will not avail. Your 
confederate is not only a brother in iniquity/ 
.but. ope by ties, at wl^ch I blush." 

** Then he is better known to you than 
he is to me, for I am ignorant of any lela- > 
tioaship bet\(een us." 

," Would I were so too. Were my jnisc^ 
rable wife, and more miserable daughtersi 
acquainted with the intended robbery?*" 

" How' should they ? I have never seen 
any of your family since I left this place, 
after my marriage.'' 

** Then you know not of their being now 

in the house ?' 

" I know nothing about them,— but I 
suppose they are here. Where else should 
they be?" 

" Have you lieen at Plymouth lately ?'' 

'* That I shall not answer.'' 
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«* You need not fcai' me^ I have too 
much at stake tobring you *o the galtows." 

^ Will you aid my escape to a foreign 
country, and promise not to prosecute my 
accomplice, if I make a full confession?" 

€1 1 will— I must for the sake of my 

fitmily." 

Smith now acknowledged that an offi- 
cer, named Taybr; Was his associate ; but 
that he firmly believed this was his first 
criine against the laws of hi& country. 

** Do you know that Taylor is married ?** 
inquired Mn ^askelL ' 

"Yes."' • ^ • 

*^ And to whom ?'' 

*' No. He merely told me he liad mar- 
ried/ tl^e daughter of a covetous rich old 
Hunks, who thought he did great things^ 
by giving him five hundred pounds as a 
bridal present," 
* ^ A«d who first proposed the robbery ?" 

^^ I* Iras the sole instigator, though I had 
no great difficulty in persuading him to 
joiii /ims/ because he^ had involved his 
affairs by gambtisg) and had no other way 
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of redeeming themi except by the sale of 
his -commission/' 

^' You informed him, I suppose, whose 
house you intended to attack r'* 

*' Oh, yes. I put him up to that in every 
particular, and then he seemed to enter 
into the business with more spmt ; though 
why, I could not guess.*' 
"'Ungrateful wretch ! He not only 
sought to rob me of my property, buf pro- 
bably nvy li|e. Hsid I not, by accident, 
changed my room, the unhappy being, 
who gave life to both your wives, niight 
have fallen a sacrifice to unprincipled vil- 
lany and avarice. ** < # 

"Both dui^ wives !'* excUitiicd Siiiith, 
with undissembled surprise. ?* Ditf Tiylor 
also nij^rry your daughter ?** 

*' He did,— he did ! Fatal was the hour 
in which I begot the vipers, who now sting 
me to death- But strict-handed justice 
punishes our bflfences, even in this world; 
Had I liot yieidetl td temptation, in the early 
part of my life, ^d, by way of Hijiaration, 
married a woman' #ithout one requisite to 



^\6 FANNT. Wtrfi-rPUK. 

i«onstitute cpopubial or pafcntal happiness 
this had never happened. The ehildren of 
this onfortuwte union are my curse ! Since 
they arrived to years to know good from 
evil, they never elicited pne sensation in my 
l>ospm that was not painful, or introduced 
a cqnpectipn that did not cover me with 
confusion. But something too much of 
this. 1 have been unthinkingly led to speak 
of my vexations, and all I have to request 
is, that you will forget the communication 
was ever made.* 

•* I sh^U qertainl y not reipember it to your 
disadvantage,, since you jg?nerous|y promise 
to assist me in leaving the kingdom.'' 

^ Bot,j provided 1 supply you with mo- 
ney to <fpnv^ you abroad^ how can I be 
assuried that you a^i^ gp,rr*pir;goJng, — ^npt 
re^iint, to bring fresh shame upcw me and 
mine ?*' » 

" If you jcnew my real situation, you: 
would have no dread of thei former; and, 
once beyond the reaph of EngUsh laws, 
few circuqiistances cpuld tempt me tp^.t}ifQw 
inysielf again into, their power.'' . . 
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. ** I wish Taylor would likewise conseni 
to leave England?'/ ; » 

' He has not the cause that I have ; 
but I imagine a threat of. bringkig him 
t<> justice would act as a powerful stimiL- 

lent/' . ; .^ ' ■ : " . 

"Til write to him immediately ; l)ut^ till 
I ; receive an answer, you must remain in 
my custody." 

: "/Willingly. Provided you pledge your* 
self not^ tp betray me, or give me up to thf^ 
hell-houfids of .justice, should they get 
scent of my being here/' - . 

, /' The reputation of my^ hou^e will (le 
yoqr greatest security." 

'* Perhaps not. But give me you^-sp- 
)emi) promise not to. betray ine» and I 
swear, by my hopes of hereafter, never to 
trouble you or yours again, r i Why do you 
be/iitate ? 'Tis very unlikely you should be 
put to the test; but, some how, I should 
fed more comfortable under that assurance, 
and on no other terms will I cpnsent to go 
abroadj since you tell mf I. have bothing 
to fear for this frolic." 

VOL. ni. L 



** Tb Ihatd to IMUfelft <e«Wiliti(Mi9 with a 
bouse-breaker I but I am M» «^ery Wiy be- 
•^, ^At 1 ttuUt agiteiu *o 3««r tetnfe." 

,MK G»«ktll ih^eaflltly It'i'btfe td Tfeyl**!', 
ttf A 'fiflfett^ ^tdbii fm hifi dfifiJW*, !ptO- 
vided he left the country immedialrty. 
i«it, tf he^ito fottlrd %* iMyiftdalfc, at the 

^t»l***»^n <*f 8evrti ifeyfr, thft wWeh hfc 

should detain his daughter at Tmm>t^6, 
%ii^ ^fiiljr to htt afaottld not |»*e^re»t his 
«j^^i!<tg the lalie VraftifadtioA. VT, «li tfafe 
WhtWHy, Ihe IrtJuld *Bief in*6 a*fri(Ste6 bt le- 
paratioB, and quit ^bt kktgiwa, he w«<iM 
finCt a htibdr«a pounds in ^e 9iatids o^ 
his banker, to be remitted ichb& he afrtin^d 

l^loY «hade trts afeat)^, sfimiltitig utide)r 
the "puih bf hb Wotfndis, 'Ibr slevet-al is^ot 
iMid lodged in 4Dis ¥ight %, atid be lHi4 
)flc^ tSi^b k Affile 10 K»!aflk 4ere 1i« ceuM 
tUtLiih the pkH:e >wfier6 ^« hordes waited. 
Ute fMe ibf his eoMpatffkm gave hitn tatH; a 
^ttoMetii^ '<cbatierb, tttheirKPtse thaa as it 
«i^htae«d <t<i a deSBC^bncif liitnself ; and, 
as they had exchangf^fl a 'pt^mue not to 



blf fieeane on that mow. Could he Imve 
carrieot off die boo(y^ they iwui nM suck 
visk to procure^ lie npvAd have thought .n 
4^w fi^tsk MK»Mid» cheaply f urehasefl-; hut 
to retuVtt with nothing but lieftat, and 
|K»siibfy ^scoyeiy, .C9caie4 a wMation at 
jDDoe painful ai^^l xoottifyimg. 

Whon arrired at his iodgmg^ on the fmir 
i^vang (day, grealf was his astoBishment to 
tind this wife g>o(i€! widi her mother and «i9- 
^m ^ T^efAQTue. l!liey were m the f^touse 
«h«n at the moment ^etf attack, find it wai 
to the screams cff one of them they owed 
4heir deifeat. ^Carsed <^tioe>!^ he ex- 
olaimed* "What oouM car^y the jrfoV 
9poi}iiig^ mtschief-maku>g J^sebdh hoitieM 
that etitical pet9od ? They cxHild have 
Ao suspicion ;of our (designs 4 Sut womea 
were and a^lwa}^ wifi he meddlers/* 

A cause vms ^i^dily designed 'to the suf^ 
f(eon anlao dressed his w^u^de, and next 
mormng Mr. ^Qaskeifis tetter ^ivired. lie 
wad the contents with a >mixtufe 4>f plear 
l^urt amd inortifioation, but ^ fipraier was, 

\ ' L 2 
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predominant, for did it not pfomisejtq burf 
the disgraceful tranaactioii in oblivion ? 
But tfaecbndittonSi — to lose his ktely. ac«- 
.quired character of gentleman ! To forego 
his rank, and leave his native country l~- 
his wife wa$ a secondary constcferatiom 
But^ duriiig the allotted seven da} s, he would 
dispose of his commissioii, and, under a 
plea not to be controverted, — namely, his 
father-in- law- s desire. With* t]be price of 
t)3at, and Mr. Gaskeirs promised hundred 
pounds, his handsome person might gait^ 
jp a foreign [country, 4 wife richer and 
lairer than the one he left>bebkid.^ : ^t 
These considerations made, him 'ino less 
anxious to .leave Plymouth than Mr, Gas*- 
kell ; and, sending for the army-agent^ 
who happened fortunately to ;be upon the 
spot, he settled every : thing to his owa 
satisfaction, and wrote tO' Trtmorne, in 
a^nswer,' " that matters were in^ a fair ttaiu 
for his leaving tlie country,rr-tbat'he was 
willing to^ sign articles of separation, — and 
that Mr. Gaskell should hear from hrm the 
moment he landed < at Cadiz, ta which poii 
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b^.m^nt to; steer; ^d hoped to serve his 
couatry more effectually, by joining the 
^ani^ PatriQtSi thto by remaining inac- 
tive at home.'' 

Whilst his wounds were healing, and the 
$ale of^he commiission negociating, Mrs. 
Gaskell and her eldest daughter returned 
to their house, and. were planning a smart 
entertfAnxs^nti unmindful of- what had pds-i 
sed, or yf9» likely to happen, when Mr; 
S^raettf JJb^ 9ilk<^mercer, bounded iato the 
r/oppi,^ not. with bis ustial smirking bow, 
^|Eii^ conciliatmg smile ; he advanced with 
9i .bold look of hiiughty defiance, and, ad« 
pressing Mrs. Smith, desired to know 
^ how she became possessed of the fifty 
ppgipil; biU he.had discounted?" Both 
WQlbter^' aind daUg:hter looked indignant 
4t lepgth, the • latter ; replied, '^ such a 
question, to iHoe can scarcely be pardoned, 
much less ajuswereil/' . , 

^' It must b^both pardoned and answer'' 
ed>' he lejoined, ** or consequences the 
niost dreadful may en^be/' 



t99 WAUfwr wttZ''r<m&. 

"What item ycMy sMtf?" iiic|«irt<i 
PriscUla. 

" I meaA^ ^at <he bill ii u fft^efy, imA 
your own safely requires tha^ yott gilKfc fh^ 
most satisfkctoty aifswer ttf tfty qw6ll!oii» 
otherwise .you may be involved i#a VtfjT 
l»Bp)cannt dilemiiaa.'* 

"Nothing," laid Mn. SinM«, <' til* b6 
teore tttlpieasadt to tht thmt ywit OtffiVeMi' 
tidfl. Do you sapftost / (otgeA h r 

** Nat ejiactly/' n^itied ih« «iM>plgei^fMrtf 
^V liddks/ to do then jusft«er tittf sOiUtA 
clever endugh to domittft etMfilk^tid^ tff dUM 
aklurt ; but to uiier a foi|{^d ndte IsdeaHh 
by dur ia^rs, «(bd iHaiiy » itodMft bttt 
swung for it." 

" Yoiir httUoc) i«Ho«r^ %il} hevet begi»4 
tified 4}y sedag my ddsglMCtr iwibgi'' UUd 
Mn. Ga&kelL " I caa tahd my 6«tli tibit 
she received the bill frdWi brief fattbbft&d " 

'* Who is he }" inquired StirMlett *< Atid 
nrkere to be found?" • 

" Who he i8>-^excdf>t jIb the fion^-Uw^ 
of 'Squire Gaskelli ai TttiaHthtf^^sm. bt 
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of veiy Httle cpt^eqycnce tp you," replied 
Priscilla. " H^ was there very lately o|i ^ 

<♦ But 1)« is npjt tjtifjrc iiai^ you kpftW, 
iony desiri'" wW h?? WOth'er, ^ith 9, lop^k 
^faioh* I^Q «Uk-^^rci^r u^der^topd, pef-^ 
haps hQM«r (h^q 4l^ tp ^^QVi it W9ip 

MMQt tA eqnvfly tli^l §h? ^^4 m4 m^fP 

jnarnp, 900 kiiPV^ wUh W ^ntentipA Qf 

^md detifp^ hoth in tbe v^ord^ and tbl^, 

.tradesman waif iporp ^oovp^s^Pl; W^^h t))|e 
world Am ^itbier mo^eir or da^g^ter, ^(1 
not to be d^pfod hy 99 9»]p^W f^Q arti^C)?. 
Uf kfi; tb«m abruptly, 9qd, ^eiejdpg ^ ma- 
ghU»tet laid >b9 ^rgpry and W? suapfcipRS 
before biflu. Tbe ppnseqH^w^P was, tbftt 
legal people were despatched to Tremoniej 
where ther^ wa9 VP dpnbt of iUidjipg sjpmp 
oae abl$ (o jdenfffy the persojji pf $mitb, 
iu lea^e h$ should still reax^io, .which 
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Sarsnet did not scruple to believe, war 
the fact. • 

Meaowhile, Mrs. Gaskell loudly exf 
claimed' against her daughter's ^ imf^ro- 
dehce. ** Why mention his being at Ttc- 
ihorne at all, unless you wish to direct 
their search ? You don't, 1 believe, vcare 
three farthings about the inan, hutfti^ould 
be no very desirable thing to appear ia!;the 
^ofld as the widow of a malefactpr; andj 
I am 'afraid, all things considered, the 
libtes he sent you- wcffe -not hnwiestly ^ac-* 
cjuired,^ — if he can be acquitted of the forv- 
gie'ry." After a good deal of coiisultatiODi 
it was decided to send off a special messeii* 
gerj to'warn him of the approaching dan- 
ger, and to advise immediate flight) unless 
he could prove himself guiltless.^ . :' .. 

This expedient was put in immediate ex- 
ecution, and a letter, directed to Smitfc 
was delivered to Mr. Ga^dl. The worthy 
man, on any/ other occasion,, would havt 
scorned the meanness of opening a letter 
not addressed to hrmsclf; but fhe lM>noiir 
of hisfamlly, und the suspfeion which iia- 



s 



,'tttrally arose from a packet, forwarded as 
this had. been, led him to« conclude there 
.was some . mystery, if not. mischief, in 
agitation,!^ Without ceremony, he there- 
fore broke the: seal,- and,, to; his ho small 
surprise and mortification, read as follows: 

"The first bill you sent me has been 
declared a jforgery, and I» in cpnseqjiencey 
treated: by the low-bred dealfer in silks 
im>st?iii^genteelly. if. you are the guilty 
person,, abscond ; for no means will be left 
utttried to i bring- yoii to justice. I dread 
e^ery knock at the door, expecting a like 
nii^^asant visit, .from thCi linen-draper; 
for, if you areguilty respecting one, there 
is, i feaTj little reaisori to hope theother is 
a true, hill My mother is filled with rage 
and resentment, and would, I ac^;,pure, 
rejoice to see you hanged, if her daughter 
cbiAd escape the Jgnominy pf suchacon- 
nectioh. , ' -i^ - W 

•^ Tell Grace, Taylor has sold his com- 
mission, and ae^s our to*m()rrow on bis route . 
tCLSpatn.,^ Who knows l?ot that she may 

l3 
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he % wkto^ iHtfaoiit f eprolcli I VfihM i 
wcit sbsr Soppede yifk Htnire to jMti liifb, 
il aift i6id the Spaitiards litme ^mbariteil in 
a |;lonohs cwmo, «nd wAf ^ath is ^itiiS^- 
•ttbie to hab^iogy^i^t leayt td-fhe^t^Mn^ 

PrISCILLA S-r .*' 

''Ami hav€ i;" thoughft dVr. ^ig^bdft, 

*^ ^roRstsed prbtek^tiob "to 'a tnim /jg^ihy &fk 
xnSme tiab laws agrei nerver to fmrdanf 
Hdw^hall I ootnpnmise wilbhfnjrionscieifce 
hrttiy iountiy ? To tine fornier Icrtn bbiad 
ii^ofid this life, and Ibhe fetter krudly cxfti 
for jnbtifce^ ^n eb artro^iote an ofifeftden 
To Meer 'dear Of t;rhne to 'both is itepm^ 
^ble>; and toigrVe him^op I sbduld rnvbl^ 
ttiyself bo^h alb 'a wan of %onoMr Mi a 
ChristJaft.'* 

Theie and 6ther teflbctions of J^e ^smot 
naturey not tfeeeiEisary to fffteat, ended (by 
a visit to^e priboner, to whom heig^cve 
his Wife^s letter/ diid told him iHe ^s at 
liberty to d^patt. ^*'B\xty mark 'me, yottug 
nKtn^'V^he addM^ ^* I teUase ybu, not^ltom 
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^ar pf inyplv^ng -pie Of n^ine in y^ur 4i$(- 
gy9|C|£!, ^hpqgJ^, wWUt J Aaoci^ivied nnyaejf 
alone injured, I own that had top ^ififi;^ 
:Wfi\^t, Biit .flow ypu jtf^ Qu^ <^g ^fU" 
pecteif pf ^ criw?, ^al ,tP tjne v^ff^^ 
Ai^terest pf the jpppptrjjr^r— a Clime ^eyep 
jpi»rd,oned by rthp hws ^f t,hp i^nd,^^ ,ti^ 
aU ^el^h ^pn^ideii-^jl^pfls jO^d^ ai^^showl^ 
.qaost sciriUpulously jaqt a? ray ,4Ai,ty ^o .w^cji- 
^ty ,^g|ii/s% [)?a|^ ^pt ysqu artfully, ;l>jr 
Atfjjtagew, ^^taiflc^ a p^Qfliise,p/" fv^^tQC- 
tioji. An.hpn<iftt .man> yrprd }p,^is,t>P«d'; 
tp ]^t ,1 .y>sM, (^fp, th^refp/e, J Mp«jrt, 
.Wthpftt ^plej^?dti<^_; faut flvy .prot^iqn 
5?^fe^^ .-n^t feeyqqd ,^i^ hou^. pppp 
jxiq^e j^tpije^ tp the ,^pi:^ ,j;oUjare aoje- 
loa^je tPjis yiw?; ap^, thpugh I .s}i^li aft* 
seek you, if you. th^qw yourself ,jn my yray, 

fPAWI^PP^Pt W ^^^P^- ?;he ofl^e^r^;j^ 
^s^qe may, even fjpw \be in s^i:ch pf ypu^ 
,-T7^|j9tU;gh ,1 ha,ye i^o .c.ertaii% th^t >l^e^ 
.^1^,— l^ut,^l)Pt t;p in^vQlve i|>e.ip fa^ebP9d,77- 
„a Yiqe f^qth qj^p.apd despic,^bie».-7T-ypji 
must instantly away, I will CQ0c|l|^t ,yp^ 
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to the outside of my habitation, but that 
is all, and perhaps more than you ouglit 
to expect." 

Smith's eyes were fixed upon his wife^s 
letter during the whole of this^peech. At 
its coticlusion, Mr. Gaskell 'advanced to 
the door, expecting his son-in-law to fol- 
low, but he still retained hi$ seat, and^ 
nipon a motion iVom the magistrate, re- 
pliedy '' if the officers are already in search 
of mjf, why should I meet danger ? Un- 
der this roof I am safe, and here I remain, 
until their vigilance be ^omewhat cooled. 
Your charactej^defies aif suspicion of con- 
nivancef and, as no one here hais seen me, 
except my two jailors^ who are fortunately 
new comers, no inquiry can trace me, if 
you manfully face it out" 

'" If you mean by manfully facing it put, 
to be' guilty of falsehood, in order to screen 
you, I must refuse to give you security oa 
those terms. My integrity has hitherto 
been unimpeached ; and do you suppose 
me base enough to sacrifice it for one so 
worthless?** ^ 
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"I pay- you a compliment if> supposing 
you honourable enough to keep your word 
with me.'' 

''^ I have giyen you notice of danger, 
and offbreid to facilitate your escape; xny 
word was nevQr meant to extend beyond 
that/* ' 

"You talk of escape, without providing 
the means." 

" True ! In the agitation of my mind T 
forgot that. Here h a hundred pounds/' 
taking a Bank note from his pocket book^ 
"and may you never acquire another by 
less honest means." 

. " This will do in pcn^tf but I must have 
five hundred more, as my wife's portion,— 
the sum you gave Taylor." 
" You must. What if I refuse ?" 
^* Then here I stay, and give me up at 
your peril. Your puny conscience would 
start at the violation of your word, and 
that has been solemnly pledged not to be- 
tray me." 

"I surely meant to act right, yet never 
man involved himself as I havedone^ from 
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JwdaUe 4BOtwe6« Haw to decidej I know 
.fwt; for^ toJbethreateM^i-^bnUiedoiit.of 
my property " 

''I ask netbiQg but j^^tice. Thie^por- 
iion of eee daughter o^gi^t lo li^e 4:1)^ poF- 
:tiiMi «of the other." 

"Well, well: givenae a receipt in if$ll 
«of all denmmiB ^poci m^ orPri^ciU?, and 
I'll write you an order upon myi^Ak^^ at 
lB»3ter." 

[Smith lohjejcted to this modi^^ ,as Iifc^^ 

t» Aea4 to a d»cov,ery ^f hijB iperspa. Ai> 

^iOOsdiQgly it w^ siff^ed th^t five Jiupdred 

pounds should be sent to .^p ^^pqici^^^ 

^pJfS^e in J^Qnjdon. Mr. fi^hejl U?.^q, first 

jtakiqg <care that .th^ sei:v,a4;it)s ,w,h9 i^v^iv^ 

his person should ,hp PU!t,of tl^e r^a^r ^9*^" 

ducted iiiw throjugb' the hall, .a;»^ had 

4^pejQedtthe;ha^k dopr, as thein^orietsecret 

Mwayr>of.migrMipq, when two mep ^.ppcAred 

Ipii the* outside, and rdetnanded ,the,ho^' qf 

.XhoBfi^. Smith. .A third thar, who ^atl^^r 

stood aloof, now advanced, and^ pointiog 
^^o theH^^^lprit, ,decMred ;hijpa to be the per- 
f «QU^ th^, lio^igh^. *' 'J Afs^ted ^t , t^tffi ^^d- 
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«lhig Df Mv^ •Gaikdl," fae udded, '' mi 
vdi ftadoe mycMrth ia any couit in Ch9istc»> 
!ri6m that that «naa 9s ber iuifttmod, alvd 
married her by the name of TfawnM 
Srtith,'' i^ 

iJteMd >aihiorti^. SimtliAva^ sdMd and<eoii- 
r^eA to Bdcefiier jail, where be ^laftfrnsbed 
(jutH'fili^^p^'tig.MsiMs, laiaH} WM 'then Ofltti- 
dtttetf^rd ^«iid ejiCNsUtedi, ^efly «ipmi tine 
^vMkMce Qf>bk^ia^)^ Mrife; who, t^^^done* 
rsft^ Itet^ijlf, iiv^as ^onafi^Ued to apfiear 
i«gdft«^ ^ man she ht^ 'i^Uy vcwed <to 
iwa, ^hdttdtfr, aiid ohe^t. tst^ht, oti »tlWB 
t^itftriiiy^ alii^iie}Hng)fafe^eotnmi^toti^>pr<^ 
Oddd^A to IS^am, and ijms in>the list cff «fafe 
kiHed'Otntbe iisieinorsble iskfge^df lBadaj«s; 

STbe 4WO ' wido^'is xatid itbeiir mother, ctft&r 
Smith's execution, retired to Penzance, ttti 
Cornwall, where they kept up a kind of 
reflected consequence, derived from the 
lustre of Mr. Gaskell's virtues. His re- 
spectability, — his riches,— were exhaustless 
themes. The man to whom they could 
not allow one merit when they lived under 
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the same roof, pride and vanity .made them 
now extol, as something more than, mor* 
tal» — something it was an honour to be 
allied to. » * : : ' 

Such is. ever the conduct of those, who, 
hnving no light in tbemiselvesy endeavour 
to shine Vith borrowed lustre; and such 
tlie superiority which virtue will * always 
maintain ovejr ytce* -Thus, the womesn of 
Mr. GaskeU's fafnily, though! they' wished 
the little: world about Penzance ^to believe 
them all perfection, were painful]|r consi^ir 
PUS that they owed, all their redl respect- 
abilitjr to the husband ^nd father, whose 
life they had taken every means to render 
uncomfortable.; they knew, — ^they felt their 
own comparative littlenessi and tacitly act 
kpowleaged the goodness they could »ot 
imitate. 
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CffAP. VI. 

^H£ R£XAFS£y~-dlfE MtSTAKE BEO£T^ 
JiANY,—^ FEMALE ARTIFICE Al^D IT* " 
COlYS^aifENCES. ' * i 

- . ' • • 

Captain CottBETT left Tremorne per- \^ 

ifectly satisfied with his marriage/ and' in 
^tire good humour with himself. He had 
repaired the wrongs of an injured female; 
and by so doing -silenced the scruples of 
his conscience, appalled at the near ap* 
proach of death. He painted scenes of 
quiet domestic peace/ to which he had 
hitherto been a stranger; scenes peculiarly 
ri^commended by novelty, and the altera- 
tion in his once boasted person. But, 
alas! tlie company of his old associates 
st^oto brought his ideas to their former 
level. They laughed him out of the little 
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virtue he possessed, and rallied the fears 
which led him to commit matrimony with 
a woman, many of them had seen in her 
former degraded situation, and some of 
them intimately known. 

Corbett wanted that; strength of mind 
which could alone have borne him up 
against the Ude of ridicule^ Th« spotv 
and scoffs of his coatemporariea u\ vioe 
and folly were more than Im we^ h^d 
could withstand ; and, though a late trans<- 
aGtio9,--a transAictiQQ \w noir b)w4H:4 for, 
^p«r<xM^d never be recsilWd, hs i«i»j|vff| |» 
kaVe Julia in quiet posfesiioii of Im 9jHM^ 
without indulging her with b^s ooiiifiwy*. 

Had he b^n truly isif((^m^ r^s^cting^ 
his wife's feeliugs, he would b4v$ ki^own 
thai this was the greatest favpuf he 9av]4 
have conferred,- But, not suppo^i^g i^ 
possible that the woman he hitd tiopoui^ 
with legal claims could behold iMa^ witU 
indrSbrence, this determioatioa wfis Ijittle 
less cruel than his former condnct,^ ^4 
ihewed a heart caUou^ to evi^ry iepUng of 
humaaity. P^vious, bow^y^, to tbif 



\ 



caudte^revaluitkm in bis psinci^ks, aod' 
whikt virtue had yet ber pfoper sb»ceiidien- 
cfi he favQiired Julia ivitli a letter, filed 
^Itk ais^itfances of eternal fidelity. Uy 
way of posteeript, be added, ** I wish I 
bad solicited an intertiew with Mias Fita* 
Xfi^k heiofc my departure. I have to ior 
UeH her parddn for v€ry reprehensiUc 
CfMidnct at Newland ; but hope a short de- 
lay* wili not dimioish her wiUiogiKeao t9 
fmgiftis^ nitite h will still ftatther GcmVhtcf 
hff ^ my geseMi peiutehce/ 
' Had iFanny^ to^ nthosi JiaUa shewed thia 
pMaiipafrfT^ siispeeted any coiksion befcweea 
Ihfe' writer and Miss' Heathcete, or the 
seene «f dtq^lidty he meant to unrav^^ abe 
wwldi halve becm as'aAximis to hear as he 
was to disclose ; biit^ supposing it mcjielgr 
peSrarod. to; aevxrral ith pertinencies he 'liad 
brtn guiligr of^ ahe felt no soliciiude about 
il^ ; either zjh that time or afterwards. 

For several days^ wheii he was not en* 
gaged felt .'the iWai^ofiice, tjone bntig with 
leaden weight upon Corbett's hands. His 
icfiarofiition^ tbe work of foar rathto than 
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conviction, now the drcad'-of <teath no 
Jonger appalled him, took a retrbgrade dt** 
rection ; though, had he remaineil amid the 
virtuous society of Tremorne, 'tis possible 
the 8eeds of penitence might have taken 
root, and flourished with comeliness- and 
'vigour. But thrown again in-lhe^^ajy -of 
temptation,^ with principles t<^o weak to 
resist evil, he became once more a^wiUiiig 
victim at the shrine of falsel>ood and fay« 
pocrisy. Would, for Uie Credit of bumad 
nature, we could isiay, he stopped bens I 
But,' as it is impossible to say, ^'^ tboa^far 
will I go and no farther," the-first djevtalioq. 
from l^her path of rectitude,4M«ince'one vibe 
naturally begets another, — sho^ild be caie* 
Stilly guarded agaioatt - for we 'know not 
¥r hither it may lead us.* ' -i ^r 

. No human being becomes vicious oa a 
sudden; and the: probability exis^ thai 
the worst of criminals once. started at the 
very shadow of vice, but wanted strength 
of mind to resist the first inroads of teoip- 
tatidn. . -: .r.-^' ' i\ 

During a solitary promenade in the now 
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deserted Bade, /wiiere;the.wind wbutled 
amongst the leafless branches, Corbett,. for 
t^eifirst ;ti0ie since his ttnarriage) began 
$j$fi(Hisjy to sec the foUy of it. He had 
mode. Jiimself the laughing* stock of 
mHjtdry . friends, \irtthout increasing 
OM^U bappiti^s, or her's for whom the sa 
cjr i fU^e was made . Here . . ended all bis 
MhiAnary^ plans of u^ting^ hiii>seif .tOiSamt 
Itch heiress, -^virtuous a$. rich,— and iwkb 
beauty equal to either. Fanpy Fitz-Yafk*a 
iiHagfi.tbfen pre^nted iiself in all the c^>ti- 
vafing- 1(1 veliness >Qf unresistitig youtlL ': Tis 
true,, isbe had hithefto scorned him,* imt 
Wfts not that mure bis own fault thaa > any 
real> dislike ia her ? ; During their intfer* 
bouree, he. had rather jend^avoii^d to. flat*^ 
ter -her' vanity than seriously to gain-jher 
aiSectiobs ! '* Cursed chance V he mentally 
exclaimed, ^^ which broi^ght that nieddling 
parsen and hiis sister to the Tower I But 
for their i»'fl/-a*/rra/)©5 appearance J .could 
have confirmed the favourable opinion of 
La4y: Ann and Mn Striotland, . ani^ by 
that means, conquered-thc scruples of the 



eMT^diiitiful Panny ; nor would this corfc 
sofiportjer j«se in |»dgro«t agaiait me. 
hitisad of dfsgracdyily flsring tkeir sooietyi 
imd skulking like a culpnt in ths dark^ 
ottiUbng tWmigh <iinknoivn paths, nd 
torn Wang faoodlong icto a cpit, I aifaoutd, by 
tane'imd perseTtrmnoe, have led thp lovely 
Iffirf^y^-^* MoAhigg k>th/ «o «be temple ef 
ii^an^ iftiisd ihaive ifaeen the eqvy 4)f aH 
i0j acM|ttftmtani:e^ as I am 4ioir theif 



1^ dw fiandlaaimi c^ tim $olilal]tty he 
Ban againat a ^Biaic^ ^iMbo aeenied by hut 
JMEltealwn to be as deeply involved in me* 
ditatiui as itsmaeii A )£suat sepeam aw 
lisdiowed by a pecfect raoogatttioa. *^ Cor* 
hm !'- '"^ Miss Heatboote V eadh^xdtinied 
at tlie a^me tnonaent; ^^ who oouM haM 
tihoughit of sturafUing upon yoa^P' qo^b^ 
niied SHnlippa. « 

'^ Yon ina^ mtell say •stotnbling/' leptied 
CMbett. ^ I hope I h9fyt ,not iitirt jma by 
aDyidwel^nesaP'' 

""'IfotataiL Biit what Mxaa ibeikui^oct 
of ymr 4)qgitatxon i* 
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^ MatiYtfioirf . % the same tdken, litre 
you broi^ht Leslie ttf oftpifvttate?^ 

^* Not yet The eneiwy sriill fceeps ^os- 
8§9SHm of the cVtaddl. dcmld we 4Mce 
dist^^ Iver, I sboiikl 4iJMre tio dot^jt of a 
iiiicimKler* I ^s in liopes yon wOtfM ktt^ 
ii»ri^ a idmnioa In my ft^oiir ; bat yotfr 
j^anMy into Demneliire 'b«s %i&ea ^miivtf^ 
ing, I see by your racfui Ib^kig. No hopes 
of 4i -weddingf iney?" 
^ d «im matried*" 

^* Mutried, say you? When? Where ?*• 
A m<mth ago. id: Tremorne*'' 
Married t and mextion it tints 'cdmly'! 
Whjr/.miiDy your wife might besomebody^b 
t»t Hfff xaittpsm^ Instead of the lieautifu^ 
-^-the aH^oonquerwg, &9,imy\ :Bift see, 
Jjsslie-r^now my oiwn ijoHie appvoacbcs* 
•Me naras leoniifig to touM for ia day or t^b ; 
and,, the Dudhess bariDg a few obmmrs- 
siona she wished me to execute, f occupied 
the "vacant cieat in his cufricte. But ^wheii 
^i\\ yoatcaU upon me? Tbeipe%«iny card ; 
I lo»g to biar the hirtery ^rf yoof powt- 
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^hip, and hope yoii gfve ;iiie ample credit 
for spurrkig you on to the pursuit." 

The mention of a ";ca»t oflP mistress'' 
struck Gorbett dumibJ lKhat0ver intention 
he might have j»a3d to be communiqative 
was entirely frustrated by. the batefiil 
words; aqd he took leave, with a promise 
he never intended to fulfil^ of calling at 
her lodgings in the evening*. j . \ 

Every hour added an. i fed) to the .sum 
total of his mortiffcations. The laugh and 
ridicule of his friends might have been 
borne with. some >di^ree of. good humour, 
had not the evil > which excited them been 
past remedy. But, no attempt to join in 
the laugjh,-r-no effort at raillery could aa- 
nul his present marriage, or give hini the 
most distant hope of forming another, 
more congenialwith his pride and ambi* 
tioii. The amputation, which j by humbling 
bis vanity, had laid the foundation for 
rthi^se now detes^ted nuptials, was followed 
by. no consequences; materially injurious to 
iiis appearance ; the well*shaped cork leg 
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lia<{ $0 imposfing an ejSTect, that syoimetry^ 
on wb^ch be prided bioiself, had scarcely 
soflvred by the aubstitption ; having reco-* 
vered hia usual glow pf health, tcM>, h^ ppcc 
more &ncied bioiaelf irresistible, and epce<» 
crated the candoiir vbi<;h bad unthinkingly 
declared bim a- married man. 

Philip^, and Lfslie were no sooner alpne 
than ^e JQ^rined bim of Fancy's, puptiab; 
lading* ** Corbett has fpiled all Lady 
Ann's ambi^otts projects to match her 
daughter nobly ;; for Fanny»/ with native 
ruaticity, preferred love find a pad-nag to 
indtflSerence and a coach and six^ She 
found Corbetlfs handsome person irre^sti* 
ble At Ustf though I wust say, ^he did her 
ttttiQst whilfl^^at Newland to qonque^ the 
growing partiaUty.** 

Pbflippa might have proceeded much 
linger without intprrupAiqn, for Leslie re* 
Oeived a.^bqcj&^fcYVn the, fprmcr part of her 
iiit«lUgfi)<^ tljiat.neajrly^ paralyzed his fa- 
culties; nor.v^rg J)iisi feelings merely per* 
?Qoal TlMMtMiwrii«^yorksbaukl marry 
^M.« mil^of AQjiurprise^ though ft.waa 
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one of extreme regret; and, the Intelln 
gence that such ati event had > actually 
taken place would have l>een bprne with 
philosophic patience, at least, so he flatter* 
ed himself, — had her choice fallen upon a 
man, whose intellect bore any proportion 
to his person. That was cast in nature's 
finished mould ; the casket was fiiirito look 
upon, but no geiiis were found withJnJ 
And could Fanny, whose miiid glowed 
with intelligence, —in whose- bosom can- 
dour, simplicity, and all the moral virtues, 
reigned triumphant, — ^ could she be happy 
in the constant society of a shaliow-pated 
coxcomb, — ^an unblushing libertine ? Im* 
possible ! Yet such was the choice she Jiad 
made, and thus was verified an observation 
he had frequently heard, biit never before 
credited, that people commonly attach 
themselves to characters the mgst oppo- 
site s and light and darkness, virtue aud 
vice, were not le$s in unison than Captain 
Corbett and Fanny Fitz-York. 

Whilst these* thoughts - were passingi 
Fhilippa observed hun earUestly, but main- 
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tained a profound silence. At length, lie 
lieaved a deep sigh, and in tremuknis 
accents and an under voice^ as if address^ 
ing himself rather than his companfon^ 
said, '^ had the lovely girl purchased hap* 
piness, I hope I should not selfishly repine 
<at the mortifying preference; for, though 
my own peace he for ever destroyed, the 
anguish , of my heart would not be quite 
complete, could I contemplate the donbeiitic 
felicity of * its worshipped idol. But. vain 
is eyery hope that tends to that point; 
and transient will be the delusion of her^ 
who has sought connubial happiness with 
^ne incapable of bestowing it. > Is. Fanny 
--^I mean is Mrs. Corbett-^in town?^ 

*' My interview with the Captain waaso 
short I had not time to inquire into parii^ 
culars; but he promised to call this even- 
ing^ when I ^shall make myself mistress of 
every circumstance " 

" A58 you please. I shall be on my road 
to Newland within the hour/' 

" Indeed ! I thought you intended a 
fthort excursion.'* • 

31 Si 



£44 VAN N Y * f It Z*TO&K. 

*' To wbat end tliould I now visit De- 
Touhire/ except to augment my miseiy? 
Had I followed my own plans, at an earlier 
period, this heavy stroke might have been 
averted; 'but/ now to seek her society 
would be the action of a maniac. Are you 
itidy to accompany me into Oxfordshire?'' 

^* The business for which I cotne is not 
completed ; if you stay till Thursday-— i—" 

** ril not Stay an hour. Wherefore should 
I? To meet Jmk in my present frame of 
lAind might be dangerous, — to see Aer— 
distiiction. farewell. I shall probably 
kt many ipiles from Newland ere you re- 
turn, for to remain in a place grown hate- 
ful, by the retrospect of past happiness, 
wonttd require an effort my powers areun- 
e^ai ta* At the conclusion of these 
words, he rustled through the Horse- 
tjruard^ iand wa$ out of sight in a moment 

Philippa, thus unexpectedly desertedi 
•was not in a very enviable situation. The 
intelligence which she expected to convert 
to her own use, by filling Leslie's bosom 
with rage against Fanny, and thereby 
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op^nhig an avenue tbrougb which |he 
might make a direct approach to his liearti 
bad failed in the very on/set. Yet the bare^ 
possibility that she should ultimately carry 
her point, kept her spirits/rom sinking and 
.endued her with perseverance.. 

The unexpected sight pf Leslie, filled \he 
min^ of Corbett with the most envious 
sensations. Npt so mucli ot> a<rcoimt.:ol* 
his rank and endowments, as. because he 
w^ a singly map', and at. Ubecty to seek, 
with ho.no.ur, the feinak aft unlucky chance 
had alone, he thought, deprived^ him ot 
When he approached near enough to re* 
(QOggi^ize Phih'ppa's companion, the distant 
bow with which he greeted bitUj'r-the re- 
pulsi\ne coldfic^s of manner he knew ^so 
well hpw to assume towards . those be 
thought uqwoi^hy of his regard, — :added 
J^age to the e^nyy which before possessi^d 
Corbet^; and, he dsetermined to throw, at 
least# one more stumbling block in the way 
of bis addresses ; or, more^properly speak- 
ingt to persevere in. the ^lan& he 4nd PJn^ 
lippa^ had before practised at ISFiwiand. 
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Fqti though his expectations of ultimately 
preventing the alliance seemed very distant 
and obscure, he resolved to retard it, in 
hopes fortune would release him from the 
bonds he had prematurely forged ; or, if 
that happiness were denied him, chance 
might second his endeavours to frustrate 
Leslie's plans, by marrying Fanny else- 
where, if she believed her lover already 
disposed of^, 

Fully bent on this nefarious scheme^ lie^ 
hastened to his lodgings, and penned th^ 
following artful letter to his wife^ 

London, Dec. 30, 1 81fl* 
*' Dear iulia, 
" I am thwarted in the pleasure I anti- 
cipated of pacing a quiet winter with you, 
at Tremor ne, by ah abscfess formed just 
above the place where I suffered ampati^>- 
tion ; and shall be confined under the sur-^ 
gecSn's hands for several weeks, if, indeed, 
it will ever be quite cured. We must not, 
h(^wever, repine at this trial of patience,^ 
but submit as cheerfully as we can to the 
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decrees of Providence. Make rny respect- 
ful devoirs to Miss Fitz- 1 ork, aiid tell her 
I met young Talbot and Miss Heatbcote 
yesterday, in the Park* Tbey are only in 
town for a few days to purchase finery pre- 
paratory to their nuptials. The rest of the 
Duke's household are well, and continue at 
Hewland. I once thought her Grace's 
plans, for they are evidently her's, would 
Imve been defeated ; but ^Leslie is so much 
attached to his family, that any wish of 
Iheirs IS to hiip a law. This may, in some 
tespects, be worthy of praise^ but it betrays 
an apathy I never could imitate. Remem« 
,ber me to every friead, and believe roe, 
dear Julia* yx)ur faithful 

Corbett/' 
** P.S« Do not mention the abscess; but 
say business detains me/' , 

, Talbot's unexpected return^ for '^ he had 
wrung from the Duke his slow leav#^ to 
visit Devonshire, in order to obtain a solu- 
tion of the mystery Lady Ann's letter con- 
tained, and to decide his Qwn fate as.ffir a3^ 
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regarited Pantiy^ filled the NewlaBd eirclei 
tiOM^ c6hfitied to a ftimily party, with asto* 
nishmetit ; no^ lessened when tbej hebeld 
the paleness of his visagie and the despond*- 
ency of his l0ok$* 

** My idear Leslie,'' exclaimbd the Duke, 
** what's the matter ? Are you not well? . 

'^Tirank you,, m^goc^ uncle i wUiia 
health.'', . . k , . ^ 

*^ What urgent occa»i6ii:- fa^o«r^ yoik 
badk^ you^ errand mkperlpMibd ?** rni|iii«id 
the ENches^* "^ Kotfaing ha^ fcllj^pttiWd U 
PbHippa, t hope?* * . 'i 

•* I left be# wull^ • ^v -V , ;v 
''Come, co«e^ Le$fie,'' siid^*eiDiil*> 
impatiently, " trifle not with those wholWW 
you; di^n!i{s^the laconic, and relieve our 
stifspense by a frank codfe^stofl; - DiMI you 
meet Lady Ann Fitz^YbA's fetfi% ift 



town?'* 



^* I'met th*' hus'baiitl df Miss Fitje-Yark; 
afttr that eonfefsi^fon) ybu w^JH Ai(i)(| wQ»Mktif 
I had n^ Wish t6 see the'res?t irf' the feioiifly.'' 

"•Fitany makieill'' e^cclaiwed >afl tbfc 
feftiales in a breatk 
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" Miip Fite-Ydrk a wife!- said t^ 
l)iike, in amazement. '* I am astonished !^ 
*^ And I undone V* rejoined Lieslie, with 
a deep sigh. ^^ Rendered miiserablet wtth^ 
out even the negative consolation which 
would result from a conviction of iier hap* 
piness ; for happy such a mind as Fanny^ 
can never be, united to; a man of Corbett^s 
habits and opinions/' 

•♦^Corhettr repeated his Grace. '^Is 
he the husband of her choice ?" 

'^ He ia her husband^'* replied LesHt^ 
** by some strange iatality. To suppose 
her choice decided the connexion would 
be a libel on her understanding. Duty 
must have had mare than tis proper influ* 
eace in forwarding the union.** 

** And yet, that a iemale of Lady Ann's 
discernmejnt," interrupted tlie Duchess, 
V should have so biassed her daughter, is 
to admit of something coniradictory -to 
her well known character. But, since the 
mattjer is now past tecal, we can only con- 
clude, that the most sensible women have 
their weaknesses, and that her Ladyship 
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has been deceivecl by Corb^Ufi plausible 



manners." 



** Then you allow nothing," saidXady 
Sidney, ^' to the really beautiful person of 
Corbet t To a youthful female, his band- 
some face and graceful figure might be 
some excuse for the rash action you seem 
unanimously to condemn." ^ ^ 

" •' With many girls," replied her Graces 
"these advantages woukl be irresistible.^ 
With you, for instance, Sidttey, they might, 
perhaps have more sway than they ought; 
and J if we believe Mis& Fitz^York aetuated 
by the same weakness, we shall. the less^ 
regret our Leslie's loss." 

Young Talbot was btiried in deep reflec- 
tion, when the Duke's gentleman entered 
with letters. Her Grace was, engaged in ^ 
;the perusal of one from Lady Milford^ 
when she rapturously exclaimed, ** cou- 
rage, Leslie ! The prize is yet within your 
reach !" v 

*• What mean you. Duchess ?" inquired 
his Grace. 

'* I mean, DukC) that Fanny Fitz-York 
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lE^yet a single worpan. But .listen and-sw* 

mise." 

•* Gr<»Y€nor-hall, Jan. 12, 181* 
/ ?* My dear Duchess 
. ^' What 3traoge, uoaccauQtabl^y capri'* 
cious* mortals are peers of the realm ! 
Would not yoiihaye supposed, from -the 
precipitance with which I was hurried from 
Nctwland, that my presence was essentially 
neciessafy to^^my Lord?; And so it was iu 
one respect. The gout was attended, en 
suHCyhy spleeB and ill-nature, and nobody 
was thoiight so proper to bear with their 
impertinence as hrs poor wife. Except on 
-ibea^^ momentous .occfasions, X am forbid- 
^iJeu his presence; and my real jituatipa in 
.. this p|d mansion is siipilar to that of a 
Frenchman upon Dartmoor, namely,'a pd- 
; isoMr on toy parole. 

.; ^' I have heard .nptHiag pf Fanny or her 
charming mother, since I left your cheer- 
ful society; but I conclude the fotiner has, 
. loQg sipce retuxned. to the fettile plainsr of 
Devon. Captsiiii CwJMt I sge has not 



only left Neit^lancl^ but taken unto faimtelf 
a wife. The papers announce the bilde as 

a Miss Cavendish .'* Leslie, who had 

BaeA aH ear during the last sentence, noir 
exclaimed, with more than ordinary ^mo- 
tidtii, *\ are yon sure the name is Caven- 
dish?':; 

^' I think So.. At any rate, I am sure it 
is not I^itz-York." 

'^ Thank you, my dpar ^unt; you have 
infnsed new life into nke, ai^d I beg the 
lively Fanny f]iardon a thfousand times for 
i^upposing it possible she coutd marry sncb 
a inanas Corbett To-morrow's sun shall 
find me on the road to Devonshire.'^ 

'' Be it so," said his Grace. Then )id- 
ditosing himself to the Duchess, conikiued^ 
'' is that the whole of Lady Milford's let- 
telr/' - . 

'* I was so eager to cbminitnicate go(^ 
lifews,''. repHed ^ht,> *^ that I have yet read 
no JTurther, but Will Mntinue it aloud, fbr 
your, iimusement. '' If Mrs* Bioomfield 
still remains at Newland, tell her a vi^it io 
Groifvcrior-liiall Will be an^ att of charity. 
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where I would join her in raHing at the 
foUies of mankind, than which she will 
nev^r-find a better subject than the lord of 
this noble 'mansio!^;. who, between politics 
and the gout, is most insufferably tiresonle. 
Your Grace is happily exempt from the 
tyranny of either* Would fate had woven 
a difierent web for me ! Though the world 
had thereby been deprived . of aa example 
of fortitude and philosophy every female 
is not endowed with. 

•* 1 beg to be affectionately remembered 
to his Grace and the girls; and, though 
last, not least, to Lesliey ^^hbm I once 
hoped — but no matter. Way ward totiny 
frequently crosses our dearest wishes, and 
leaves weak mortak to regret their failure. 

"I remain, 
with the most perfect regard, 
y OUT Grace's friend imd servMtt 

^* P.S. My servant has accidentally 
brought from a neighbouring town an old 
newspaper. I copy the following senlen^, 
to shew that Thave lojst my own time/ and 
tired jour piitience by proving aboitt^ per- 
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son whose very existence wa3 unkitown, tr 
us^' until a provincial print tbiis flatteringly 
announces it. ^ Last TburscKay was. mar- 
ried, Captain Corbett, to Miss.Ga.vendish. 
Jt is but justice to say, that a handsomer 
couple never entered the temple of Hymeu, 
although the loss of a leg^ in the service of 
his country, rendered the gallant. bride« 
grooifi less alert* than nature intended ham 
to be.'" 

r 
.« . 

** So then the husband of Miss Caven- 
dish is nat our Corbett, •after all," ah»- 
served the Duke, looking aflfectiQn^tely at 
his nephew. . • . ; 

, . Leslie^ sighed, — he almost groaned, — so 
heart-rending was the disappoiatmen^ 

" I wish he was any body's Corbett,. 
rather than Fanny Fitz-YorkV rejoined 
the.Duchess, 

V. If he be the husband of her choice, — 
ais who can doubt it,; — is not that wish,, 
my dear mother," inquired Albina, ** seJf- 
, isb and uncharitable ?" 

■I 

: , *' When we are disappoiajted in oiir dear- 
C6t expectations/' replied bei? Grace, " the 
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i»ind rs apt to complain, without taking 
into consideration the injurious tendency 
of words, spoken in the bitterness of grief 
or resentment. Towards Fanny Titz-York 
I have no wish but what springs from af- 
fection, and an earnest dcfsire for her haj^ 
piness; and, if that wisb»— that desire, — 
has made me appear selfish OF uncharitable, 
1 have onjy to say there was less of design 
tlian accident ia it." 

The conversation, in. whidi Leslie could 
bear no part, was interrupted by the un- 
expected arrival of Sir Herbert Huiltley, 
who called en passant on his road to town. 
Congratulations oa bis maniage, and the 
most friendly inquiries aftier his lady, led 
to the mention' of Corbett's wedding. I 
say Corbet t, for each individual felt a re- 
luctance to associate the name of Fanny, 
well knowing the effect " such an associa- 
,tion Would have pri: Leslie. 

"Yes,'* replied the Baronet; ^^ Captain 
Cofbett's anti-niatrimonial ptejudices are 
at length^ vanquished, and I hope he is 
fully bent on making amends to that so«» 
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otet^ \i\% former cooduct too much o«it* 
raged.'' 

" The young lady has rather boldly ven- 
tuied to adopt the old maxiniy'' observed 
hia Grace. ^* I hope, for her sake, the 
]j|1ce may intked reform." 

'^ Did much parade attend the wedding?* 
inquired Sidney. 

^* On the contrary* The ceiiemony was 
privately performed, at Tremorne, before H 
very few witnesses." 

'' With Lady Ann's futt approbation^ no 
doubt," obscrveil the Duchess. • . - 

" Ceirtatnly. Whatever might have been 
her Ladyship's previous wish, — though I 
have no authority but common report, ftr 
supposing she ever thought much on tbte 
subject, — imperious necessity demanded a 
salvo for the lady'sf reputation, and to that 
Lady Ann Fitz-York implicitly bowed.* 

The astonishment of the Duke^s family^ 
at this declaration, it would be difficult to 
describe, ^rprise, sorrow, imfredv^t 
and indignation, by turns, strove £(^mft^ 
tery^ but the gjener^l atlenlion was 9000 
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fixtti exchasifr^Iy upon Leslie/ who, with 
clenched hands, and a wild stare of dis*^ 
traction^ rushed out of the room. 

The amazement betrayed by the family 
party, at inteiligence so unexpected and 
heart*woaiiding, now all centred in th« 
worthy Baronet, whose utmost invention 
wfals haiablei to penetrate the caute of t*al- 
bdt'd jbrtvriour.* That he shoiild have" any 
iolitKSt in the fa;te of Julia Cavendish ap^ 
peiMd' utterly improbable ; and ye4^ M 
what odiec .mottle coay the agitat40ii>i^ 
hinttilf, aud tiner visitde surprise df thiS 
fy0ity^ be r attributed i GoiH)eti's general 
ohaimcter then rushed upon his mind. H% 
bald <ddubdess been the decltfred admirer^ 
perhaps the affianced ' husband'; of Ladj^ 
Albina, vrhose silence on a subject *tbt 
ochet £(males seemed more tharr comitvdfily 
ctrious to investigate, fixed hev at o^i^ 
s the deserted object of' Corbeit's perfidyw 
Sit Herbert^ however, anxious to learn the . 
patdeiilars, .was prevented by the arrive 
ef Mmp^anfy ; an*, as a m»e» catt of inquiry 
wi* att his p^thi tittc'sftld^ed, he left the 
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Abbey, sorrowing that he should have been 
the cause, however innocently, of uneasi* 
iiess to a family he highly respected; and 
more than ever hating Corbett, for plant- 
ing a dagger in the bosom of another 
lovely victim to false professions and in* 
discriminate gallantry. ^ 
. The moment his Grace bad handed the 
morning time-killers to. their carriage, be 
flew to find, and, if possible^ to comfort 
his nephew, but every inquiry in the house 
and garden proved unsuccessful. At length, 
be learnt, with much vexaltion^. that Ledii 
\fSt the Abbey on horseback, unattetidfidi 
atiid that his return was uncertain. Uov 
to proceed, under such, circumstances, his 
Grace knew not. Ignorant of his route, 
and the motives which prompted it, he 
hastened to consult the Duchess upon tbe 
expediency or otherwise of sending atru&ty 
messenger in pursuit. 

• The former, her Grace totally disap- 
proved. ^' Leslkt" she added, '^. has been 
too long maater. of his own aptions, to b^ 
watched and followed at this periodf,;;. Hii 
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prudence and rectitude, we are wdl con* 
vinced, may be relied on ; and who knows, 
after all, whether he is not merely riding 
off the chagrin occasioned by Sir Herbert's 
intelligence. By the same tok^h, Duke, 
what thipk you of it ?" 

*' 1 think the tale a base forgery, but 
not originating in the Baronet. Corbett 
fiimseif, though why it was necessary to 
stigmatize the character of his wife, I can- 
not say, is the vile fabricator of as infa- 
mous a falsehood, as ever defiled the mouth 
of man. Fanny Fitz- York is virtue pcr- 
aonified, and every way too good, te^a 
uice» too noble of sentiment, for the wretch 
she has unwarily chosen for her protector.*^ 

** So I think;. and therefore there Iriust 
,be some hidden cause, some motive -tbttt 
meets not our comprehension, for the un* 
naitural union. If she, whom we looked 
uj>on as the paragon of chastity, fell, some 
,Yile arts must have been practised, of which 
we cannot even guess the extent.?* 

" But, even on that supposition, imild 
Fanny, the high-minded delicate Fanny,. 
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Stoop to wed the basest of his sex P I hwt 
studied her character, I know her inmoA 
soiii,: and that knowledge tells me that 
Fanny Fitz- York would never patch a bnh 
ken reputation by marriage. The wisest 
of us are, at times, incompreheo$ible h^ 
ings; on this principle, therefojre^ wcmust 
accouni for, but can neitbert won4tc^ 
nor blanie « her choice, decided,; in 9XM 
measure, perha,pS| by LadyJViin'j>()eci^ 
wishe^^ 

Whilst the Duke and Ducfaow; were l*" 
wildered with conjfctui'e, Loilie wasfljiig^ 
on the wings of venge^n^^ itowar(ls I^ 
don, determined to cafUGorfoetttoflst^^ 
account for vtoiating the purity of ain*' 
g^lj without considering; that he ba*^^ 
right whatever to interfere in the conccms 
of o»e, who^in: bes4iow3ng her person, b«* 
burkd erery injury, and constituted Wr 
husband sob guardian^ of her honour. 

These i^fiectioms, I say, never occurred 
to Leslie: all his thoughts were fixed oo 
the- youngs the beautiful, the interesting 
Fanny, as she last appeared to him; ^^ 
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now degraded^ lost, betrayed by a cowf- 
ardly assassin. 

He bad arrived within a few paces of 
the Duke's residence in Piccadilly, wh^ 
buried in profound meditation, he drew up 
his horse just in time to avoid trampling 
upon a lady, wliom his spirited animal had 
laid prostrate. Quick as thought he dis* 
mounted, and, raising the fallen femak^ 
beheld, to his astonishment, Philtppa. 
Miss Heathcote, greatly alarmed' at the 
Hide attack, pretended also, to be much 
hurt, in orcier t© excite a greater degree of 
sensibility ; and never had she heard him 
say *'my dear Philippa'* with half the 
softness, as at the moment he raised her in 
his arms, and bore her towards the Duke's 
mansion. 

The scene had drawn together a number 
of spectators, but none who witnessied it so 
^infully as our heroine, who accidentally 
biassed in Mr. Strictland's carriage, at the 
iiioraent Leslie's words and actioni betrayed 
iftch tenderness. Her fii^t imp>nb( was to 
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Stop the chariot, . and oflFer her services, 
but this Avas the thought of a momentj 
for under whose guidance could Pbilippa 
be so safe, — under whose auspices so happy* 
r— or. what protection could^be so proper, as 
that of her affianced husband? Fanny 
sighed, as she internally pronounced tk 
last words ; it was a breathing of regret, 
strongly tinctured with a moi:e baleful sen- 
satiop. Envy, thatcorroderofpeace,-'thal 
eneiny to repose, — had fixed its hated resi- 
dence in her bosom, and all hernativephi* 
lanthropy . was unable to dislodge it. Her 
fore-knowledge of the intended alliance , 
had not prepared her mind for the anxiety, - 
the teudernpss, the feeling of i-eslies words 
and manner; because, during her residence 

at Newland, nothing of that nature bad 
iOccunred,— on the .contrary, he. appeared 
to flight all Philippa's advances,— «lie con* 
elided the match to be a ihere matter of 
policy, and that the character of lover 
Avould never be added to that of husband. 
Eat, in this instaace, he had bet»H ^" 



ohequi vocal proof of tenderness, that cbil^ 
led her whole frame, and produced a faint-* 
BC^ss that nearly overpowered her. 
i 'Tis'a difficult thing to reconcile the feel- 
ings of the bufnan mind. Fanny had 
thought of young Talbot's mat riage with 
Fhilippa as a thing of course, and, reflecting 
upon it as inevitable, bad^ in some mea^ 
sure, hrouglit her sensibility under sub-^ 
jection. But ; to hear him address her ^ in 
accents of tenderness > raised a tumult' in 
her soul, unfeit until the present moment. 
She had yeilded to the necessity which 
bestowed bis person on another, but his 
preference, shewn to herself in a thousand 
instances, she was not; prepared, at the 
present moment, to relinquish,* and diffi« 
Cult would be the task, she felt assured, 
ever to forego it- 

JWIiilst these thoug^kts passed iaSapiijr's 
mind, others, of a fiptof«e pleasing nature 
occupied Pbilippa. i T^MS was her jgrst 
meeting with Leslie, since ihe bad ilieen in«^ 
formed of Mis«:fitz^¥ork's maoriiag^ \ md 
there was a tenA^m in bis fiddr^sf^; I* 
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gOQthiog softness in his. manbef, anlike 
any thing ishe had. before experienced. 
This she .was unwilling to attribute to the 
accident, but beflievedi'^beeaiiae she hoped, 
^-^that he desired t<x cmiquer his how uii« 
availing prepossession, and would utti* 
inately vjseek, in l^r affections, a. balm for 
bis .recent disappointment. Full of thi^ 
hope, and .determined to avail herself of 
the .compassion so visible in:;his manner, 
she jConsidered on the most. proper means 
of prolonging their interview. To remain 
in the house, with no otber companioB, 
she knew woold> appear /indecorc^is in the 
eyes of. so strict tan observer,^ pnte^ she 
feigned itidisposption^ and that .would ss 
ektarly prevent >their hittrconrse as a^y 
pther mode of separation. Bu^ 'could be 
be prevailed upon to attend her to one. of 
Ihe tiieatres, she coiild command bis at- 
tcatioii, fot some iiours, at leasts and what 
might not a few hours ficcomplish in Jiis 
present frame of mind ? Full ^of tlspspbuii 
abe pse^eoded to fet<dlect a praibiae to 
8u)^rt<^h6^t£nt . appeanmoe: of a-MV 
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actress^ at Co v«Ot- garden Theatre ; ^' and; 
though," ^he continued, ** I feel myself 
more disposed for a comfortable domestic 
party, at Newlandi-abbey, yet, as th«t is 
beyond my reach, if you, dear Leslie, will 
be my companion, tlie evening cannot be 
devoid of pleasure. 

Leslie's looks ,could not conceal the^ 
misery which preyed upon his mind* It 
had, for a moment, been banished, by die 
accident which brought him in contact, 
with Philippa; but, as no evil had arisen, 
or was likely to arise, from^ their untoward 
meeting, Fanny's iujuries recurred to his 
memory with renewed force, and rendered 
every thing, like amusement, loathsome 
and disgusting. 

I^hilippa read in bis dgected looks a 
negative to her request ; but, determined to 
persevere, she put on one of her most st^ 
diicing smiles, and, laying her hand gently 
upon his arm, continued, '^ you owe me a 
recompense you knoAv, Leslie, for giving 
me so ungali^nt a fall ; and, were that not 
the case, I hope friendship,-T-may I not say 

VOL. III. V 
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aflfection,-— would lead yoit to grant me so^ 
irnimportant a favour. I have no engage- 
ment for the evening, having refused seve- 
n\f for the express purpose of attending 
the theatre, — no society at my lodgings, — 
and the accident has flurried my spirits too 
,much to render solitude desirable. Under 
these circumstances,' you cannot refuse to 
be my protector, for this evening, at least. 
I forgot to secure a box, but, by going 
early, we shall meet with a front seat in 
the second circle, and that will better suit 
my dishabille and your travelling cos- 
tume than a more conspicuous station. 
1*11 ring for coffee, and order a coach to 
attend us at half-past six.** 

Phiiippa pursued her discourse with such 
rapidity, that Leslie had no opportunity, 
however wellrinclined, to raise objections. 
The bell was answered in a moment, the 
proposed orders given, with a promptness 
he was unable to withstand; and, consi- 
dering the day too far advanced te afford 
hopes of meeting with the object of bis 
vengeance^ he yielded to necessity, and 
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imiided Philippa to the iront seat of ^n 
^ upper side box. The lower part of the 
hmse was at that time neariy empty ; but 
Bb&ijppa's attention was soon arrested by a 
party entering a box nearly opposite. They 
had scarcely taken their seats, when sh<^ 
:fvhis^red to her companion, *' the new 
married couple." Leslie, without feeling 
interested id the intelligence, attended po^ 
litdy to |he information, and followed 
with his ^es the direction of hers ; but t 
leave myo^ader to conceive the full force 
of his feefings, when, smiling in yonth and 
lovdiness, and selated between Corbet t said 
Lady Ann, Fanny met his vision ! 

She appeared to be listening attentively 
to some information conveyed by Mr. 
Strictland, from whom she turned to ad- 
dress the Captain, who seemed to be more 
than usually animated. ** Happy Corbett !'• 
sighed forth Leslie» in an audible voice. 
. " His wife, too; seem^ happy ! And am I 
doomed to be the instrument to disturb 
her serenity? Never! If Fanny complain 
not, — ^if she be satisfied, — if wedlock pos»» 

N 2 
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sess powers to blot out injuries of the most 
deadly kind, — by what right, human or 
divine, do I ptesume to interfere?" He 
then fell into a fit of musing for some time 
undisturbed, for Pbilippa was .'too much 
the victim of astonishment to interrupt 
either his soliloquy or subsequent cogita* 
tion. Her fears for his reason were at 
first too powerful to admit of any other 
idea ; these, at length, however, gave way 
to rage^ and vexation, when she perceii^d 
him. on the point, of leaving the box with- 
out apology, or seeming to recollect that 
such a person as herself was in existence. ' 

In no very conciliating tone she remind- 
ed him of his error, adding, " you surely 
do not mean to leave me here alone !** 
Leslie apologized for his sudden fit of ab- 
stractjon, and, again seated himself, his 
attention- still rivetted^ as by fascination, 
on the opposite box. 

At this moment, Lady Ann, accidentally 
casting up her eyes, said something to her 
daughter, who instantly looked in the same 
direction, and returned her L^yship'^ 
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whisper; her face and neck glowing with 
a contrariety of sensations. CorbettV at- 
tention was, by this time, fixed on the 
same box with an appearance of trium- 
phant exultation. Leslie had often been 
an object of envy at Newland; now it was 
m his power to retaliate, — now he should 
be envied in turn, and the/er talionis, was 
his favourite motto. Lady Ann, not con* 
ceiving any resentment due to Mr. Talbot, 
since the Duke's letter was doubtless seqt 
without his knowledge, gave him frequent 
ojyportumties of paiying distant respect; 
but her every glance was unnotice^d. His 
eye never wandered a mament from Fanny 
and her supposed husband, whose happi- 
ness assumed an appearance almost tumul- 
tuous ; whilst the pensive paleness of Fan- 
ny's countenance betrayed, to the appre- 
hensive Leslie, rather a resignation to her 
fate than an approval of it. '^ But,! i^ince 
her destiny is irrevocably fixed,'* thought 
he, ** it^bsiU be my care, with unremitting 
2;eal,. to avoid an enemy so fatal to my te- 
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pose ; andj for her sake^ will I a)$o sbun 
her husband, lest resentment tempt me to 
act in a manner hostile to her peace." 

Philippa's plans for engaging . the undi- 
vided attention of her companion had to- 
tally failed^ She had, by falsehood and 
stratagem, brought \)in\ into the presence 
6^ one, whose power, altho^Mgh she really 
supposed her to have contracted other en- 
gagements, she dreaded; and whose faso- 
jiation she inwardly allowed. Instead of 
lieing herself an object of solicitude, he 

Itppcaioo %,\^ ^QUdiucr li«>i «9 HU mwj^ 

brance; and every attempt to attract his 
notice was answered by a cold monosylla^ 
ble, or still more contemptuous silence. 
At the critical moment, wiiien her patience 
was nearly exhausted, and her hardly-sup- 
pressed ill-humour ready to burst forfii, 
and defeat all her sanguine expectations of 
one day being a duchess, an acquaintance 
of both strolled into the box, and relieved 
her, in some measure, &om the appearance 
of belonging to nobody } for several beings 
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bad before entered, and, with impudent 
effrontery, seemed to signify, that they 
might stare at her with impunity* 

To the late comer's address, Leslie made 

no other reply than desiring him to take 

' charge of Miss Heathcote, since business 

of importance called him to another spot 

The truth is, the play was that moment 

ended, and Lady Ann's party appeared to 

be on the move. Without deciding on tb^ 

proper or improper, and maugre all his 

former resolutions, a propelling desire, he 

was ;unable in his present frame of mind to 

resl9t» urged him to reconnoitre the mo- 

titas of Corbett and his wife, where he 

could hear and se<i, without being himself 

discovered:' what end was to be answered 

by this nuinceuvre he did not give himself 

time to reilect, otherwise, than that he 

should once more hear those silver tones 

v;^ich had hitherto vibrated on the chords 

of: his heart) -^ tones, to which he must 

hmceforth be a stranger. 

. He arrived at one door of the saloon, as 

Mr« Strictland, with a lady hanging on 
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each arm^ entered- the other. But \shtre 
was Corbett? " Would I,** thought Leslie, 
** in his situation, have given up the care 
of my treasure to another ?'' Fanny's eyes 
seemed, to wander in search of some one 
who appeared not, and the probability was 
ag9.inst its being the Captain, because her 
attention rested on; thje opposite entrance. 
Was it uot possible she expected.he would 
take the present opportunity of cengisahi- 
lating, her on her marriage? And was it 
not highly proper lie should ? Certain]^* 
Common politeness demanded thesaciifii^^ 
and he was on the point of rushing from 
his hiding-^place^ whea Corbett entiei^ 
with information that the* capfiage' waited;: 
then taking Fanny's hand, wha appearod 
reluctantly to. follow Lady .Ann and Ker 
guardian^ they all disappeared. 

The moment they left the saloon, leslie 
darted from his retreat, and followed a% a 
less cautious distances. Some occasioii 
would probably occur before they entoned 
the carriage whereby he might hear- her 
voic5 ; jwul, by her words, . faei? fnanner^ fk 
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botfa>^ form a more clear jadgnient of tlie 
sti^ngth of an attaclimeot, he could, ^ in^ 
spite of circumstances, scarcely believe to 
exist To something which had ikllen un* 
beard from the lipis of Corbett, Fanny rcr 
plied, *^ whenever that event taked plaice^ 
I hope* he will Se happy. • I know few 
whose deserts equal Mr. Talbot's, not one 
who excels him." ** Surely one,'' thought 
Leslie, " or why was he preferred ?" TKc 
causej'—the hateful cause of CorBett's suc- 
cess in a moment rushed upon his mind ; 
and the conviction came' with' full assu- 
rance that necessity, not choice, had given 
him the advantage. .The thought was so 
fearfully agonizing,— he beheld the seducer 
of Fanny in so hateful a light, that her 
presence scarcely, withheld him from in- 
temperate violence! Imaginings of direst 
import absorbed his every faculty, — the 
carriage roiled away unheeded,— aud not 
until Corbett brushed rather rudely past 
him did he recover to any degree of recol-^ 
lection. 
Without giving himself time to wonder 
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that any amusement could induce the 
Captain to quit his bride, he sternly i|e- 
manded what was meant by jostling him 
with so little ceremony ? 

" When we are in haste/' replied Coi^- 
betty ^' ceremony is not the first . idea 
which occurs ; nor did I dream that Mr. 
Talbot was the melancholy swain, who 
chose a public thoroughfare wherein to in- 
dulge his love-sick meditations/' 

" To be*r triumph with moderation," 
replied Leslie, '^ I did not expect from 
Captain Corbett ; but happiness is no ex« 
cuse for impertinence; and, the malicious 
sneer which marks yoUr words must not 
be repeated." 

'' If it should, I shall subject myself to 
the high displeasure of A^r. Talbot! Well! 
Such a calamity may be endured without 
sinking under it." 

'^ It may. The man who can bear the 
stings of his own consciencCi when over- 
whelmed with guilty may bear up againsi; 
every other ill." 
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'^ Your words demaad an explanatioria 
What mean they ?" 

" They mean that you are a seducer. 
That you toak advantage of female inno- 
cence to rob it of its most valuable trea- 
sure." 

^* I do not acknowledge Mr. Talbot's 
right to oall me to account. Besides^ 
have I not made all the reparation in my 

power ?" 

" No reparation can atone to a delicate 
mfai^ for the loss of honour. Marriage 
may veil the crime, but every man of feel- 
ing will view your conduct with the detes^ 
tation it deserves." 

^*' You are a very young c^ensor, Mr. 
Talbot, in ti cause, too, which na way con- 
cerns you." 

" it is the concern of every man to cen- 
sure conduct that reflects disgrace upon 
the nanre he bears. For your wife's sake I 
meant lo have avoided thts altenation; 
but, whei^ 1 £od lurr so earty dt-serted, — 
left by he^ hu$bai>d,— not to the care of 
strangers, indeed,— but under the protec- 
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tion jof ties leas sacred than those wMcH* 
ought to shelter her '? 

*^ You are going to be devilish severe, 
Talbot, I believe; but, to shew you how 
much inore liberal my sentiments are thaa. 
yours^ I would have mariied people follow 
the bent of their separate incUnations, 
and by no means think, because we have 
s^ubmitted to a. political institution, we are 
to drag through life like two puppies cout 
pled together."^ 

^* Such notions. Captain Corbett, awt^e^^ 
often broached by libertines to cover their 
own inconstancy ; yet, with all youf 
boasted licentiousness, I should ^hbpe the 
most depraved amongst you would iitistk. 
his wife to be scrupulously deHcate i^heis 
conduct But, whilst you are, following * 
|>leasure in all its various shapes, what be- 
comes of her ? If not surrounded by re^ 
spectable friends, as Mrs. Corbett happily 
is, how critical her situation! Younger 
lovely, and inexperienced——-" 

" Stop, stopj my good fellow I Lik^ 
many a fine orator, you are muluDg^ a 



.:grafid penod at the expend of tnifhL 
Young. and lovely, I grant; but, if Mrs. 
Corbet t have not had pleitty of experi- 
ence^ the devil's in^ it.' You lopk surprised, 
and I could almost think aiigry ; but, to 
.cut the matter-shorty I am already tired of 
my chains^ and so perfectly indifferent r^- 
;S|)ecting my wifc'd conduct-^ — " 

" That you, or any other of my friends, 
have free leave ta comfort her in my ab- 
sefice." • 

Leslieuttered the word " d— h n K' 

with an emphasis that made Corbett stau, 
and accompatiied'it by a blow that f(t>rced 
him to' reel several paces. At this crisis, 
that part of the audience who had retired 
to take refreshment returned, when- seve- 
ral of the foremost witnessed Leslie's pro- 
ceeding, and naturally stopped to inquiife 
the occasion. Neither of the party chose, 
however, to^ givt an explanation ; young 
Talbot, througlt delicacy towards Fanny, 
•and the Captalui, because he wished not to 
Jjave the infamy of his condnct- publicly 
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JkBawn^ and^Many expbnalion on his part 
would, he conceived,, tempt his adversary 
to expose all that had. passed. 

Having recovered from the giddiuess 
caused by Leslie's manual exertion^ and 
seeing wonder in the countenances of all 
present, Corbett knew that one method 
only remained to preserve his character ;[ 
he, therefore, with as much composure as 
he could assume, said, ^^ you are not 
leaving town immediately?" To which 
Leslie replied, " I shall be found ih Pic- 
cadilly the two succeeding days, '* and 
quitted the theatre. 

The allotted time, however, expired, 
without letter or message. A third, a 
fourth day elapsed unnoticed, when Leslie 
conceived himielf at? liberty to depart 

'Meanwhile, Corbett pondered on the 
means of evading the dangers of a duel. 
Tis true he had overcome Moseley in a 
rencontre of the same nature:, but he had 
too often witnessed, duriikg the preceding 
summer, Leslie's. uncommon: skill, to sub- 
ject himself, willingly^ to the chance of a 
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allot from hi« uoerring band, Beetles, 
Talbot^ in his hearing, ha.cl frequently re- 
probated the practice of duelling; .and, io 
his calmer moments, pos^ess^d a degree of 
gentlemanly forbearance, inimical to the 
outrageous violence of posting a man, for 
not doing what he confessed to be wrong. 
On this, Corbett thought he might p(ace 
implicit confidence, -^at least he determined 
to trust it,.— rand seek reveixge for mortifl- 
cation^ slight, and insult, without endan- 
gering his life. 

His conduct to Julia had intirely re-* 
instated him in the good opinion of Lady 
Ann and her daughter. He constantly 
spoke of h^r with affection and tenderness, 
regretted their separation, which he attri- 
*buted to the delay at the War- office, and 
painted the dreariness of his apartments, 
with no companion but his «wn melan- 
choly ^o ghts, so feelingly, that Mr. 
Strictland pitied his forlorn state, and gave 
him a general invitation to pass as much 
time in Lombard -street as his other avoca- 
tions would permit This he gladjy availed 
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himiseif of, and scarcely a day elapsed 
without the introduction of new music, or 
a popular publication, rendered more in- 
teresting by his general knowledge of the 
characters frequently portrayed. 

In this domestic intercourse, nearly a 
fortnight rolled away, when the city part; 
met the view of Leslie and Fbilippa;' aiiH 
bad there been the l^ast doiibt, in either of 
their minds, of Fanny's mar riage^ — which 
there was not,^ — seeing Corbett so situatedi 
would have destroyed it. 
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CHAP. VII. 
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TB,£, VNEXP£CTEI» VISIT," — A QlMAt 
XAD7 HU1(8L£1>, — EVBi*8 DRO^Pf IflS 
£NDS IN.A TRAGICAL RESOLVE. 
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Ladt Ann,— 'WC leave our readei^ to 
giiess what were Fanny's feelings^-^was 
.more hurt thaaabe* chose to cen^^s; tft 
the freezing distance of LesKe's manner. 
That he noticed them wais^ eirklent, for h4 
eyes never for a moment removed from 
th^ir box, yet . no recognising bo4r ' ac- 
knowledged former intimacy. Perhajife,-^ 
she shuddered at the reflection,^— he hkd 
discovered he* dfcughter*^ unhappy par- 
itiality^at Newlamd, and t6ok that meth6A 
of dite^uragte^ it: peirbtp^— whiteh ' ^im 
stitt wsoi^-^Miss Hea;th(e(>ie %ad. Hkew'i^ 
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observed it, and he avoided renewing the 
acquaintance, for fear of giving her un- 
easiness. And could Fanny, — could her 
darling daughter, be an object of pity, — 
perhaps contempt ? There was distraction 
in the thought. 

These unpleasant meditaUonSi which our 
heroine appeared to participate, were in* 
terrupted by Mr. Strictland pronounciag 
the word ^^ coxcomb !" ia^a tone of eon- 
tempt ht seldom ' used. But, though it 
somewhat changed the course of their me- 
ditations, it produc'td no rejoinder j and- 
he continued, in rjAther a softened key, ** I 
iQiay.be wjong* f Perhaps,i my dear wanii 
you and Mr, Iklbot quarrelled^ before you 
kft.Newland^ and tjbat may have caused 
hift shyness tt>is evening^*' 

" Quiirrelled, guardian ! t Never! H©w 
could such a. circumstance enter your inaa- 
gination?" 

^' Then heis^ngry at ouf ruoniiig away 
thiit mornings vwithout breakfast, which I 
declare Ijuevericould $ee the neceasitg^ foi^ 
especially ais Mr. Talbot proposied to take 
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the pai'titig meal with us, and tp accom^ 
pany usoite stage of our journey,^ 

Lady Ann fixed her eyes with looks of 
compassion on her daughter, who bluahed 
deeply, biUt madei no reply. '^ I with be 
had joined us f this evening/' continued the 
wc^thy mercfadi^, .** I would haveapoki^ 
gjzed lor what he* must think a gross viol)l*> 
lion of politeness." 

/' Hy deu friend/' replied her Ladyifaip, 
^^ Mr. Talbot has toe^ much good sense to 
be offended^: where fae lims^ be cesMidisb 

.f#*^<£ w«i ddsigned/ CireumstatKqti, 
feeminglyi unaocbufitaUey are easily .ei{<- 
phdned, when wei^^oh hold of the amalt^st 
due; and, ats the gentleman we are speaks- 
ing of Jsion the eve of marriage,^ with the 
lady who accompanied him; his infilQSn^ 
Hftn to other females is a oompKment to 
his chosen fair one, at t hi expense /of goh 
neral'gocfd ^breeding indeed, but on iSiat 
acc6ui)t the more highly esiimated/' 

CQTfoettf,^ omitted not h'^ usnal caltitn 
l^mlbard^tftteet, ' and> with infinite ease 
»nd good-humour, descanted on. thto topics 
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^f the day. After these were exhausted^ 
he contiTiuedy ** when I parted wKh this 
good company last eveiihig, I returned to 
pay my respects to Leslie and bis intended. 
'Upon my word^ she looked divinely ; but 
hJEippifiesa is a g^eat hnprdver of beauty, 
-and thetrs, I doubt not, tiriU be permanent 
It h an attachmait of long^^standing^ ; tbe 
friends on both sides are unanimous in 
.\f ishiDg for the union ; and, as soon as the 
law's delay can be overcome^ young TaT- 
botifeads Miss Heathoote to tbe zXUf. 
fi^^the-bye, I pr<Hiiisied to meet him in 
Long^Acre, at two o-dock, to give niy 
optnioji of his by mental equipage; fram 
Ijlence we proce^ to his jeweller's^ in 
JBk^nd-^street, who is new modelling the 
flimtiy.trinke|siy and comptetsng a superb 
service of plate as a bridal present from Iris 
Grace to the Duchess in. future." 
.: Corbet t uttered this artful iroproinptu 
with such appearance of candour^ and 1m 
fenlble auditors were sd entirely prepalred 
for eacb .circumstanoe, that nof^a doob9; 
wa9 entjdrtain^ of bis verv^ity. Fanojjita 
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con^fil fater agitation, pretended to be^ 
deeply, engaged with her crayons, biit bcr 
tboMghts were widely absent; and, had; 
s|)^; made any progress, 'tb probabte the 
cheeks of her guardian, to whose portfait; 
she wil8 giving aotne finishing touches, 
nii^ht have been tii^ged with greta.or yel* > 
low, iostead of tlieir natiire tarmind Her : 
eoibarrassai^nt and the confiequetit ife^K: 
ingsof Lady Ann . ;ww6, h«jwwer^ hai^pily i 
dissi|Mttod^ ! by the ' Anttmcf^ fof a < sbrtaat >. 
with a card for ibis master; • ^ > 

'' X^ady Mountcastlelf said Mr. Striett . 
land, m atna^emient : fi\ iwhacte is her Lad{|r»t 
ship?" - ■ • '•' -. ^•- .'■■ '/ ^ • ..'•'* 

^' In her carriage, at the door, SUi .) She^ 
] n^f ddif you were alon^, '.smd (disengjtgdd ; 
and^ when I replied, that you were still' in f 
the breakfa&t-roorn, with Xady Ann aud 
Miss Fitz-Ycu-k, iier Lady kK>ked sur- 
prised, bat said, she should )^ glad to . ,see 
the whole tpartj^i'' im»Iw 

Mr. Strictlsind examined his friend's 
looks:; for an answer to tbe Countess.- 
'' Adinit her by ail ineads," s^id her Lady^* 
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sfajp. i^'Thooj^Kl wish ndtfor tk in^" 
ingfi shall net: avoicF i ; let th^ftnlty 
pi9^bn &krink, we atjt fiHn fn c^^QistitfM 
recti tftfte, and eahiu^t lie aba^d bf tilt 
piide a»d h»(iteiit of a sj^ter;"' '" ' 

When Mr; Sefictland kftahie mdrtt? a»' 
compaoied by Oorl)^tt;-^who, hot^^sli^ 
to fice Lady Moimtcastie, 'isteppcd hitaw 
adjotning apartnienty ^until hecouhi leavt 
the !)>Mse uiypero^fved, -i-^Fanwy vairfy 
plcttded forleai*© WWtire^^ ^<^My spirits/ 
she continued, *l^are ^pressed beyond 
mteinlrfe, a6d'it1fe fVaii^ng' tinfHendly dis- 
tai^be.Sof the^vGountess may force mi 
to betray a weakness ill-becoming yoo^ 
daughteafi^ iO)!> • *.: 

^Ls^dy.rAnni saw^ with^ pam, ' that Fanny 
Avitb difficuky restrained ih^n tears; but, 
well> kno%mg ttte 4tftuse, obiI that, if ^"^^ 
fered to iiepaFt^^ she w«uld give fret veat 
td th<»9e fedling89;€hfevaDniiiigi]iitea*yiew WIS 
calculated to turn into a difiemt <2baBnal» 
positively forbade all idea of retreat, sad 
"Whs proceeding to advise a certain tuode 
of condac^ when Mr..:Strsc1|.land'dfod ber 



ladyship eWtered. In Lady Moitntcastte's 
coUDtenance^ the most tnexpeHenced judge 
of physiognomy might read pride and* ar- 
rogance combating the wish to appeistr 
^ kind' artd conde^endfiig; This' ga^e 'an* 
avkwardiiefis to her-miannep, the -sister and 
nieas were totally exempt from; ahd an 
observer of human' natui^, iti >^nvassi6g 
the behaviour of the three, would haVc 
supposed the two latter had ^^ver moved 
in a leds exalted sphere than their' birtbin^ 
tended^ whilst the former appeared, fbr 
tlie first time, in the presence of her supe-' 
riorSy and felt all that embarrassment and 
awe annexed to the situation. 

Mr. Strictland,, who, I hope my reader 
has ere this discovered, possessed much 
solid sense, and some knowledge of man- 
kind, although not conv^fsant with courtly 
etiquette, endeavoured to do away the for- 
mality of the interview, by saying, as he 
. handed t^ie Countess towards her sister, 
; " to Lady Ann Fitz-York, and my inesti- 
mable charge, I beg leave to introduce 
Lady Mountcastle, who has done mt 



the; honqvir 0^ a.fdeDdly visit" - At the 
w,0!?(l . "jrien4^:' ber^Ladyship,— spite of 
he^: eud^eavours to appear afFabk,— bridled, , 
af]^ scanned the speaker from bead to foot.; 
*'lil. havje ipresum^ij tpp ttiucb," hecon- 
tipHcd, . offended , at \mv inftnuer, " in call- • 
iqg \){\^ intervjewyrici^(y, to wb*t motive 
shall I i?npHte it? No hostility on my^ 
part pr^mked it,, no desire: of mint foreran. 
it^^ ,flor .h»ve I a wish, - iodepeiident of 
fri^i\dsh^p, to. s^ek cqjD«cctians beyond the 
sphere in which . providence has placed 

me-". » 

: The gQo4.nierch^.nt dropped her Lady- - 
ship*s hand, the rnpmpnt he saw the effect 
of his Wjell-intend|ed prelude, ant} resunfto 
his s^peech^with an undaunjted firmness, 
th^t made even tady Mountcastle inwardly 
confess the superiority of his character. 
When he ceased speaking, with affecWd 
humility she declared her sorrow, w 
having unintentionally drawn fortn so 
severe a philippic,; "My design, in visi^' 
ijpg the pity,", she cpntiniied, '' was both 
fl^icndly ;|nd gonciliating ; althp^g'^.*^ 
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conscious inequality of our situations^ 
which, ill my general society, I have sel- 
dom cause to remark^ might create a mo-* 
men tary, surprise at the freedom of your 
address. ^ By what cause I am not able at 
present to determine. Lady Ann Fitz-York 
and myself have been too much estranged ; 
and the occasion of my present visit was an 
amicable adjustment of differences, through 
your means, not suspecting that my sister 
and Frances were in town. That I have 
been ^fortunate enough to meet them will 
save a great deal of round-about negocia- 
tion, and, I trust, end in the happiness of 
a son deservedly de^r to Lord Mountcastle 
and myself, and of whom his whole family 
have cause to be proud." 

Her Ladyship stopped, in expectation 
of a reply. But, as the speech was de» 
cidedly not addressed to Lady Ann, she 
conceived herself fully at liberty to remain 
silent i and Mr. Strictland felt the impra- 
priety of interfering in family disputes* 
A pause, therefore, ensued, but it wais^ of 
^hort duration ; for the Countess, having 

VOL. III. o 
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80 far conquered her pride as to seek tl^ 
mediation of a citizen, resolved, since the 
objecis of 4kt soUcitude were present, to 
try the full force of that eloquence, wbich, 
in her own house, never failed to conquer, 
if not to convince. Her first attack, from 
being indirect, had also been ineAectual; 
she, therefore, determined to conoe to the 
point immediately, and without ceremony* 
** Lady Ann,** addressing her sister, in 
tones truly conciliating and a manner as 
amiable as the could assume, ^' from the 
moment of Miss Fits- York's birth, it was 
the wish nearest my heart to still furlhei 
unite our families by her unioB with 
Moseley. I will not hypocritically say 
that her prospects in life'heki: forth no 
temptation. Rank and title must be sop* 
porteil J and Lord Mountcastle's fortune is 
too limited to overlook the want of it in 
the bride of bis son. Having, as I before 
said, centred the whole of my wi^es in 
your daughter, judge of my disappoint** 
nient, in finding her, on tny return to Bii- 
Uin, a portionless heiress s at leasts » £u 
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poitioiiless, as to render her Biarriage with 
Lord Mosetey imprudept, — r knproperi -*^ 
impossible. Had I not been aware of 
Fancy's attractions, and fearful of their 
effect upon my soo> I should not have 
shunned your acquaintance,'' Lady Ann 
here cast a look of digfiified contempt at 
the Countess^ whilst Fanny's face was 
covered wrth blushes of r^sentment,^ at 
supposing it possible that any one, how- 
ever raised in thci world's estimatton, could 
«hun the acquaintance of Lady Anti Fitz* 
York. 

The Countess was. usiconscious of the 
full tenor of her words, until interrupted 
l;^y her sister's manner.. But, quickly re^ 
coverintg her sel^possessiotu she contiaued, 
** hear me out, Ann. I was going to say, 
that had We n6t been blessed with a son, who 
must hand down our house's dignity and 
honcairs undiminished to posterity — -*** 
** Must, Lady Mountcastle ?" 
" Yes, must. He mustj-'^he mlL Mose- 
iey canoot degenemte. He will support 
i^ ilfaiatrio^» $toek fr^om whence bf springs 
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and add additional grandeur to his father's 
name and title." 

Lady Ai^i smiled at her sister's boast of 
a family raised from nothing, and a title 
little dreamt of by her Lord's immediate 
ancestor. But the Countess, undaunted, 
went on : ** This cannot be done without 
adding to the family riches. My Lord's 
protracted embassy in Russia was attended 
with expenses scarcely imagined by those 
who have not experienced the necessity of 
supporting a nation's dignity, in a foreign 
clime ; and, I am proud to say, no pleni- 
potentiary from this country ever gave 
more expensive proofs of loyalty, or of the 
inexhaustible wealth of Great Britain than 
my Lord Mountcastle. This leads us to 
the point from whence I sat out,— namely/ 
— the impossibility of Moseley marrying 
a portionless wife, however unexception- 
able in other respects. Whilst Frances was 
considered in that light, I naturally set my 
face against her." 

" Rudely !— Insolently ! — Unfeelingly !** 
interrupted Lady Ann. ** Had you acted 
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with the same candour you are now using, 
I would have seconded your plans, be- 
cause they would have been justifiable; 
but the unfeeling strain of your letters, 
and those of Lord Milford, authorized by 
you, together with the marked contempt 
of both towards an unoffending sister and 
niece, reflect disgrace on yourselves, but 
attach none, to us.'' 

** I confess it all, Ann. You cannot 
feel more mortified at my past conduct 
than I do; but you should make allow- 
ances for the mother of such a son as 
Moseley." 

/* I make no allowances, Lady Mount- 
castle, for unauthorized pride and ^elfish 
cruelty. Lord Moseley is a young man 
any parent might be proud of; but^ the 
mother of Fanny Fitz - York has equal 
cause for pride, and cannot — will not 
tamely sufier her to be treated with indig- 
nity.'' X 

, *' If you would patiently hear me to the 
end, you would find that I wish to make 
every amends in my power for the neglect 
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of my former conduct, -^ neglect caused 
wholly, a^ I hinted before^ by ■ » * " 

" Our poverty^'' interrupted Lady Arm. 
" But, since the daughter of Mr. Fitz- 
York, with a moderate competence, was 
beneath your notice, the heire^ af ^f r. 
O'Brian must renuin a stranger.^' 

Fa^ny looke4 at her mother^ as if doubt^ 
ing her words ; but, witlYOut noticing the 
appeal, her Ladyship proceeded. '^ The 
wealth of Mr. Fitz- York's uficle was not 
necessary to our happineiis; iior shaft a 
knowledge of it procure Fa^ny those at- 
tentions her own merit could not co0i« 
mand, whilst possessing comparative po« 
verty. It was the wish of her late father 
that she should be respected, independent 
of those extrinsic advantages opulence 
Dcvjer foils to' command, even when ac- 
companied with impotence of mind and 
meanness of conduct ; in obedience ta 
that wish, I have hitherto kept the dispo* 
sition of Mr. O'Brian's fortune a secret, 
lest it tempt others, as it has done jf^ 
*^Lady>Mountcastle, to worship the gtWw 
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calf, and to forget her former insignificance 
in her present splendour." 

Lady Mountcastk frowned and bit her 
lips ; but^ as she bad not yet lost all hopes 
of the alliance, she so far conquered her 
resentment, as to force her mouth into 
something tike a smile. ^^ I could almost 
think," she replied, ^'tlirt you' are a 
changeling ; such bitter words could never 
proceed from my once gentle Ann. But, 
since I confess my former errors, you faav« 
nK»re cause to believe my present sincerity, 
'when I assure you, that I would rather 
.Moseley married Fanny than any other 
female with equal pretensions. Her person, 
her ciiaracter, her accomplishments, are 
unquestionable; and, since Mr. O'firiaii 
has added the only thing wanting, I will 
not give. xiiyself leave to doubt her prefer- 
ence t>f Moseley, let us, 1 say, end all ani~ 
mosity, by a family compact equally ho«- 
Bourable to both parties." 

" Lady Mounteastle, the thne when 
Fanny could have loved, her cousin, and[ 
joyfully accompanied him to thetaltar, li 
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passed. Other friends, other attachments, 
have succeeded, and you have only to 
hlame yourself, which you will one day 
most keenly, for being less kind to Aer, 
less indulgent to your .so;?, than two -such 
beings deserved." 

" Am I to understand that Fanny's 
heart is engaged, and not to Moseley? 
Surely that Wvretch Corbett »" 
, "You. are to understand whatever my 
words cojvoey^ but nothing more. Other 
friends and other attachments have super- 
seded the regard she once felt for Lor^ 
Moseley; but it does not follow that her 
affections are exclusively engaged to any 
individual, least of all to Captain Corbett. 
Fanny is not one of those sentimental 
misses, who uphold love in opposition to 
prudence. The moment she perceived 
them at variance, her mind was capable of 
an effort, painful indeed, but successfal, 
and strengthened by self-approbation, and 
the consciousness of acting right." 

Fanny's bosom heaved with a de^p- 
drawn sigh* and looking up, she perceived 
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Hlr mother's ieyes affectionately fixed, upon 
her. Lady Mountcastle, too, viewed her 
with a glance so scrutinizing, that her 
before pale cheeks were suffused with the 
deepest carnation, and filled the Countess 
with hopes, that her feelings falsified her 
mother's words, and that Moseley's power 
remained unshaken. Full of. this error, 
she addressed our heroine. ^^ Wilt Miss 
Fitz^York allow my son to plead his own 
cause ? Maria, too, languishes to see you, 
and my Lord declares, the entrance of 
Lady Ann and her daughter under his bat- 
tlement^, will be the happiest period of his 
life.. What day is this? Monday, Tuesr 
day, Wednesday, — may we expect the 
present party to a family dinner on Thurs- 
day r - . 
^* Fanny," replied Lady Ann, " looks as 
if she wished to profit by your tardy invi- 
tation, and I have never allowed myself to 
thwart her wishes? Mr. Striclland will act 
as he thinks proper; but I have been too 
long estranged from family connexions to 
anticipate the smallest pleasure from a re- 

o3 
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]i«wftL Whenever Lord Moseley ahcl LaA^ 
Maria, to whom I ha^e transferred those 
aifecttons, a brother and sister's conduct 
iia^e destroyed) favour me with a visits I 
•hall be happy to see them ; but, it must 
be in my own house, or in tlie houses of 
those who, Awe tt^, indepeinlent of «;oW<% 
advantages/* 

Lady Mountcastle trusting to time for 
a change in her sister's sen timents, took 
leave, after reminding Fanny of her en- 
gagement. ^ When proud spirits ^e obli- 
ged to submit, how abject they beeomer 
observed Lady Ann, when the Countess 
disappeared. ^^ If people, in general; 
would only consider the policy of acting 
right, much inward mortification aM selfr 
abasement would be avoided, of which my 
poor sister has this niarning exhibited a 
woeful example. I could not, in sphe of 
her fsiults, sometimes help pitying her; 
though that is a sentiment she little dreamt 
of exciting in the breast of the once de- 
spised Ann.'' 

When Corbett expressed an inclipation 
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to avoid Lady Mountcastle, ha was sbewn^ 
as we before observed, inta an adjoitiiog 
apartment This happened to be a china 
closet, divided only by a thin partition 
from the breakfast-room, from which there 
wais a borrowed light, and over that, a 
curl:ain .suspended on the itoside. The 
Captain well knew the terms on which the 
two families stood ; and, naturally feeling 
curious to develope the lady's motives for 
seeking this neglected branch of nobility^ 
he held the door a-jar, hoping to gather 
from her wordsy as she ascended the stain^ 
some hint. But, to his great surprise, the 
first voice be* heard evidently proceede4 
from the ^oom he had left^ and, turning 
round,, the advantage of his situation be- 
<:ame obvious. No point of delicacy,— 
no seoise of impropriety stood in the noble 
Xllaptain's way ; even h£s fears of being de- 
lected as a listener, by the servants, yield- 
ed to his insatis/ble curiosity ; and, by lift^*. 
aag up. a small corner of the curtain,, he 
could see as well as hear, all that passed. 
^ Fanny sui hetneM ! Fanny possessijD^ jm^ 



SOO . PAKKT FITZ-YOBK. 

mense wealth ! was au object orsuch add- 
ed importance, that he more than ever 
cursed the hour of his penitentials, and 
execrated the unoffending creature who 
alone stood, he thought, betwixt him and 
his ambition." 

The wholesome adage, that ^^isteners 
seldom hear good of themselves," was here 
verified. The Countess called him a 
wretch I and her mild sister placed hm 
amongst the least of Fanny's temptations 
to preference. Moseley, who had been 
rejected solely on his mother's account, 
had now in her a powerful pleader; and, 
had he taken such guilty pains to separate 
Fanny and Leslie, to see her the wife of 
another ? At a moment, too, when she had 
acquired, in his eyes, such added estima- 
tion? The idea was distraction, and en- 
gendered a thought of dreadful imfOTU 
Whilst Julia lived, Fanny could never be 
his, — but, once removed, means might be 
taken to compel a marriage, if, as he had 
little doubt, persuasion should fail. 

Full of schemes^ suggested by ambition 
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and planned by cruelly, he rushed out of 
the house, and after calling at a druggist's, 
in the city, seated himself in a coach, tliat 
moment leaving Lad-lane for Exeter. 

Fanny went alone to Berkeley-square, 
and was received by the Earl with unafFect'- 
ed pleasure. The estrangement of the two 
families was never sanctioned by him ; 
and now he had Hbcrty from the ruling, 
power to act in conformity to his own feelr 
ings, he betrayed his good-humoured sar 
tisfaction by the kiss of welcome, and aa 
assurance, as he led her up stairs, that his 
regard for her should only be inferior to 
the love of his own children. Fanny, with 
"feelings of gratified delight, thanked him 
for this affectionate avowal. Her heart, 
ever open to kindness, had heaved many a 
sigh at the loss of relative attachment, and ^ 
there was something in the good Peer's 
manner so conciliating, — so unostenta- 
tious, — so approximate to her own ideas of 
goodness and virtue, — in short, his manner 
was so natural, — so* unlike the assumed ' 
suavity and artificial demeanour of his 
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Ladyj— that, in the joy , of the momenf, 
she gracefully raised his hand to her lips^ 
^nd called him her kind uncle. In this 
frame of mind they entered the drawings 
room ; his Lordship's couutenance- beam- 
ing with benevolence, Fanny's with plea- 
sure. 

The Countess received her with much 
apparent kindness, regretted the absence 
of her sister, and made friendly inquiries 
after Mr* Strictland ; whilst Marians afiEec- 
tionate heart could scarcely contain its 
rapture. " How kind, how cotidescend- 
ing you are," whispered she, as she led her 
to a distant part of the room. " Mosetey 
will be delighted, and I expect a yooug^ 
friend of yours, whose acquaintance I bavc 
lately made. Lady Mountcastle suffered 
me to invite her, to do away, as she said,, 
the formality of a family party. Surely 
an affectionate family can never be formal; 
and, if she had said, to prevent unpleasant 
retrospection, perhaps recriminatioD, 1 fear 
it would have been more correct'.'* 

** Retrospections of an unpteasant nar 



ttrre, my dear Maria, I never encourage^ 
and recrimination would be higWy impro- 
per towards my mother's sister. Believe 
nie, I anticipate too much advantage fron» 
the countenance of so near a relative, to 
feel towards her any other sentiment thaa 
respect, if that will be allowed. The per-* 
son you expect is a ftmale of course. Her 
name ?" 

'' Bloomfield. Not tl>e Widow. Bar- 
bara Bloomfield. I had been acquainted 
with her some time, ere Lady Moiintcastle 
would permit me to call upon her, because 
her father once followed some kind of bu- 
siness. But she is now quite a fashionable 
girl, and received in the best society j 
therefore, it plainly ahevvs that my Lady 
mother is more fastidious than ether peopte 
of equal rank." 

The person in €[uestion now eotcrecj 
with Lord Moseley, and wa^ received by 
the Earl as the favourite friend of bis 
daughter. ^ Her Ladyship, too, vouchsafed 
to pronounce a welcome^ aftfr which Bar* 
bara joined the cousins at tbe farther end 
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of the room, whither Mosefey had flown^ 
the moment he percdved oiir heroine. The 
meeting was attended with a slight degree 
of emharrassment on his part; but, the 
animation of his companions soon became 
contagious^ and, when dinner was announ- 
ced, it would have been difficult to say 
which of the four seemed most happy. 
Lively and pleasant conversation garnished- 
the meal ; even the Countess smiled appro- 
bation of each lively sally, and Lord 
Mountcastle declared he had neven been 
so. happy. 

About eight o'clock Lord Milford called; 
merely, as he informed hb sister, to excuse 
his non-attendance at dinner. *' You did 
•not wait, I hope?" he added* /' My time 
is so fully occupied between the cabinet 
and Carlton-house, that I ought never to 
promise myself to an ordinary dinner" 

'* Ordinary ! " repeated the CountesSi 
with a disdaipful toss of the head, whilst 
her Lord and his son smiled at the proud 
Peer's self-importance. 

" You may change the word for one 
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you. like better,, Lady .Mountcastle, so it. 
retain the meaning I wish to express; 
namely, to oppose ordinary with estraor^ 
dinar If" 

" And pray where are your Lordship's 
extraordinary dinners held?" inquired the 
Countess. 

« 

, ^\ In Do wningT street, Fife-house, .Mit 
ford -house, and, various other places^ where 
the cabinet ministers meet. But of this, 
you, as a female, can know nothing, and 
Moseley seems /letermined to k«q,w as 
little. Had he been governed by my ad- 
vice, he .would ere tl>is have been a leading 

< 

man in the House of Comm9ns, nay, the 
affairs of this powerful kingdom might 
have been in his hands.** 

"The kingdom ought to be very thank- 
ful then, that I followed my own, guidance 
in preference to your Lordship's," said 
Moseley. ** If our situation be deplorable 
under the present wise administration, what 
would it have been under the controul of 
youth and inexperience?" 
. ^' Every thing that is great and glorious 
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under my auspjces. Your powers of ora- 
tory and my legislative wisdom, I am bold 

• 

to say, would have raised England to a 
pitch of glory. she never knew before." 

" Your wisdom^ my Lord, cannot be 
doubted .in tl^e present company, fiuf, 
suppose I possessed the eloquence of Fox, 
Pitt, Burke, and Sheridan combined, I 
should at last be only a mere talker, and 
how would that add to the glory of my 
country ?** 

^* I would lay the plans for her aggran* 
diseqient^ and you could force the Com* 
mons, by your arguments,, to adopt them.** 

'^ Andy by that means your Lordship 
and I could govern the country at our 
pleasure ?" 

**<:ertainly,'' 

^* I thank you, my Lord, but I cannot 
he a stalking horse to you or any other 
man. { must be perfectly convinced that 
the measures you recommend are founded 
in Wisdom, and supported by justice, ere I 
could or would speak^ in defence of them, 
Your Lordship would very kindly make a 
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tool of sine; but you would find me a 
troublesome one to manage, since I could 
in no one instance be depended upon.": 

" I would not bear your enemy say sOy 
cOMsin," said Fanny, smiling. 

^ You are not capricious or unsteady, 
Moseleyt" observed Lord Mountcastki. 

*^ I hope neither, my Lord. It is my 
steadiness the Earl would have to dread,—- 
my steadiness of principle. When, a qucs*- 
tion was brought forward, which I could 
conscientiously approve, I would support 
it with^the best powers of my mind, whe* 
ther the mover sat on the right or the left 
When, on the contrary, something inimical 
to my ideas of right was proposed, I 
should battle it .with all the argument in 
my power, even though it were a pet ques-« 
tion, nourished and cherished by your 
Lordship and. your party." 

** You wer^ not born for a minister of 
$tat^, Moseley,** said his father. 

" I fancy not, my Lord. A minister'ts^ 
|>ower, I understand^ ceases, when he can 
no longer coinnmnd ci majority. And, ag^ 
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I would never move a question my coir- 
science did not approve, or support it whea 
proposed by my colleagues, I should ne- 
cessarily be often, perhaps most frequently^ 
joined with the weaker party; when I 
must, of course^ resign, or submit to«the 
mortification of being turned out*" 

** All this is very fine,** said Lord Mil- 
fordy with a sneer, ''and no doubt you 
think very just. But wait till you have 
had as much experience as I have, and you 
will see the absurdity of it At your time 
of life, men imbibe opinions atKi senti- 
ments, which they afterwards find to be 
fallacious and chimerical ; — opinions which 
they dignify with the title of indepen- 
dence, and sentiments falsely called patri- 
otic. Pitt atid Burke, names you have 
quoted,, thought as you do in the fervour 
of youth ; but, where wjljl^^^you find two 
more staunch advocates for ministerial in- 
fluence, when years and experience had 
mellowed their judgment ?" 

Lord Mountcastle saw, by the rising 
colour in Moseley*s face, and a contem^r* 
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t«ious smile that gathered rQimd his nioutb, 
that he was going to enter more warmly 
into the debate than in KTs, own house, 
and in the company of females^ might be 
proper, he, therefore^ said, good-humour- 
edly, " I think, brother Peer, sopie sub* 
ject might be started more amusing to 
these fair ladies than politics*. This is the 
first time we have been favoured with the 
company of Miss Fitz-York, and she will 
scarcely be prevailed upon to ifepeat her 
visit, unless we convince her thai we can 
discuss other topics." 

Fanny had been totally unnoticed by 
Lord Milford, except by a general bow to 
the ladies on his entrance. But, hearing 
her name mentioned, he coldly inquired 
after Lady Ann, and was glad to find 
matters in train for a reconciliation. 
" Your mother's pride," he added, " which 
has alv/ays been excessive, will now yield' 
to the condescending intreaties of Lord 
and Lady Mountcastle." 

*^ Condescending, brother T' said her 
Ladyship, alarmed at his method of intro- 
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clucing the subject, and giving bim a lo(^ 
Alii of meaniDg. 

" Friendly, — would have beeo a better 
word> certainly," replied his Lordship, 
taking the hint. ^* Aod^ as their son's hap- 
piness seems to dependupott an anion with 

you- ;" Fanny liad taken Barbara'* 

hsmd, at the beginning of this pompotis 
liadnang^e, under pretence of ex»»i^iog 
het bracelet, but, in factj to couvince his 
lnQrdsliip ^f her perfect indifterence. Sud- 
denly she fel* it tremble violently^ and, 
looking in her countedancei she perceived 
H pifclc and disordered* *' SuflFer roe to 
kad you. outj" she said, io a low voice. 
' " OK no,"' replied' the agitated girl 
'' Ofe no account,— I shall be better soob, 
~the oppressive heat of the room-' — ^* 
l^^imy smiled, far, only a^ few minatcs be- 
fore they bad remarked how extremeiy 
oold it was. 

Hb Lordsjiip still proceeded, but Fan^ 
ny's thoughts were engaged on a different 
subject* Frofn Barbara she turned, ^^ 
€gfea Mpon Moseley, and re»d enough if^ 
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convince her, that the lady was in lave^ ' 
and the gentlemau by no means indifferent 
to the mi&chief he had caused. The dis- 
<;overy was bath pleasing and painful. She 
was glad to find Mosetey cured of hi5 pas* 
sion for her ; but, how would Lady Mount* 
castle's pride submit to accept, as. a daugh- 
ter, the female wTiom she scarcely conde- 
scended to receive as Maria's visitor. Poor 
Moseley ! Was his affectionate heart never 
to find a resting place ? Miss Bloomfield's 
immense fortune then recurred to her me- 
mory, and knowing her aunt's predilection 
for wealth and grandeur, she hoped want 
of birth would be no lasting obstacle. 

The Eart of Milford, meanwhile talked, • 
and swelled, and wondered. Some parts 
of his discourse, though he spoke rather ^ 
at than to Fanny, he thought required an 
answer; but, as none reached him from the 
quarter he expected, he set hen down, in 
his own mind, as an insolent proud minx, 
the exact prototype of her haughty self- 
willed mother, and with these sentiments 
coldly left the room. Lady Ann's coach- 
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man^ at the same moment, drew up, with 
orders to bring Miss Bloomfield to LfOm-» 
bard-street, where her mother waited for 
her; and, Moseley, under pretence of see^ 
ing his cousin safe, jumped in after theoi. 
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CHAP. vm. 

AK END TO BE PRODUCED BY OTHEft 

' M^ANTS,— A GHOST AT A VILI.AOE rt^N, 

-^A SOP IN THE PAN FOR DREAMERS, 

-r-AND WISE CONJECTURES UPON A 

I^ATE EVENT.^ 

» 

Resolutions' formed in ^a hurry and 
without teflfectiou are seldom lasting ; but 
Corbet), unhappily^ was an exception to 
this commonly-received oiiinion. His de* 
termination gained strength as he advanced 
on the journey ; for, not to be revenged 
on LesHe,— rpot to lead a life of affluence 
when the meatis were in his power, — better 
not live ajt all. 

As the coacl) stopped to change horses, 
at Taunton, • a hawker presented some pa* 
pers through the window* 

VOL, iir. » ■ 
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" What are they ?" inquired a Somerset- 
shire farmer. - 

" The last dying speech and confession 
of James Meadowcroft, who was executed, 
last Saturday, for the murder of his wife," 
answered the.. pedlar*. Cbrbett gave a 
start, and the young man purchased the 
sf>e«cb. ^ 

, *5 How did he nuirder the. unhappy wo- 
man?-' inquired a cheerful looking Quaker. 
:. "By poboay". replied the farmer^ as he 
was perusing the paper. Corbett shud- 
dered. 

*^ ^liat wretched depravity there is^ in 
thd world !" exelaimed the Quajfier* 

*^He msikes ample confession, of his 
guilt/' cotKtinued the farmer; " and saysi 
a- wish to marry another woman instigated 
him to the crrme-." 

€0rbett trembled and turned pale. 

** Mtirder is a heinous sin/' observed the 
Quaker, *^ and death b}^ poison the most 
cruel; siiu:e it is lingering^ and attended 
with torture indescribaUe.'^ ^ 

Corbett took something from bis pocki^t. 



d^, \rith a trenfiulous hand^ tbfe\f it iMo 
the road. 

^ Now We are talking upon tlie subject, 
which do you conceive the easiest d^ath ?'^ 
inquired the farmer. 

Corbett looked anxiously for the rej^ly^^ 

" The easiest and the Aiost speerfy," said 
the Quaker, *' I conceive to be immer^idii; 
Provided the drowning person be k-ept 
under water, a very short time must ter- 
minate existence. I was once the caiis^^ 
under Providence, of reistorihg a^iifm^i^ 
to a fellow-creature apparently d^ow^ed ; 
and she described her situation as' almost 
. exempt from suffering." 

Corbett turned full upon hrmj and, in 
tones of eager impatieuQe, ^Id, " the per- 
;, ^*on was a female then P*^ 

'^ Yes ! a female of rdsp^dtfebflity.'* ' 

" And how did hdr husband ^e$ea.pe ^u%^ 
picion ?" again questioned Corbett. 

" Husband r* repeated the Quaker. 

" r beg your pardon. I— I befmt t 
misnndcrstood ydu. SKe Bad no Htrsibind.'* 

" Oh, yes, she had. A husbarid whf<) 

p a 
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woul4 have sacrificed his own life to hav^ 
preserved hers." 

*^ Indeed !" Corbett again fell into a fit 
of musing, which continued until they 
reached UonttoUi where they stopped to 
dine* 

When the waiter brought in the wine, he 
informed the company that one of their 
returned chaises had picked up a poor 
woman and her little boy, about a mile off. 
That the child was in the agonies of death 
from gating something he found in a paper 
by the road side, which the doctor decla- 
red to be poison. 

«* Poison !'' echoed Corbett, putting his 
hand to his pocket. 

" The paper,** continued the waiter, 
'^ which the woman still retains, with part 
of its contents, was marked worm pow- 
ders, bat the doctor declares it to be arse* 
nic." 

'^Tbe woman was wrong," said the 
Quaker, "in suffering her child to eat 
even worm powders found in that .earless 
manner/' 
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** The boy, sir/' replied the waiter, 
'^ bad stopped behind to pick some haws, 
and ran after* her with the paper, but not 
before he had devoured a part of its con- 
tents. Dick, who is a good-natured lad» 
and remarkably fond of children, fouild 
him writhing with pain, and| as I said be- 
fore> brought him Md his mother along/* 

Corbett would fain have doubted ; but^ 
the mention of worm-powders, a device of 
his own, in case of accident, reduced it to 
a certainty, that the paper found, and the 
one he had thrown out of the coach win« 
dow^ were the same* Ht looked at hts 
fellow passengers to see if suspicion was at 
all awakened ; but no trace appeared in 
the countenance of either; And, when the 
waiter entered with the bill, and said the 
poor child was dead, he thought he made 
ample amends to the mother by sending 
her a crown. 

His plans, before perfectly arranged, 
were by circumstances so disjointed, that 
he determined to remjiin in Exeter that 
nigbt| in order to new niodel them. The 
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poifion was relinquished, but Julia's death 
not the less firmly settled, though the how, 
and the whes, required deliberation. He 
had heard that women's hearts were to be 
broken by ill-usage, but that was not the 
action of a day ; besides, the stigma that 
would attach to his character, now so fmt 
with those be wisbefi to please. A pistol 
\iHMiId eff^ct^Jy do tbi4 busiiiess ; but they 
y^Ke ipetrMn^e^Cs of aowid, jrepoit Biigfat 
l^f d to d^tj^cfion, find thus end ail his hopea 
^ ^nii^ A watery ^nvc might be pnor 
v|4«d wiU^out deJay, and without soiae; 
bufy if lie appeared at TAeaiorn^v Mrould 
9pt SMspicioa »ltach to hjiu r Cusfmily ; 
^nd suspicion, i^ bjjd situatjcin, was only 
ii^ftrjor to defeaf. Wie shall fcay/^ him to 
settle this matter on his pillow, wbiisf; we 
lopk in upon bis intended vieti-m. 

Julia, perfi^ctly re-instated in the good 
opinion of her neighbours, and at peace 
witJ) her o\Ku miiid, passed her days in 
M^cfjulness, her nights in tranquiUity. Cor- 
bett's protracted stay was ratiier a matter 
of rejoicing than otherwise, since his re- 
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turn might impede her in th<? course* she 
had Wd down, and certainly would not 
add to her happiness*; The man slie had 
9nc€ with reason despised, nb future action 
could make lier respect ; at»d the marriage, 
intended as an .atonemjent for her inju- 
ries, failed to obliterate thje^ rehvfmbrance 
of her anguisi), when thi-ovj^a upon the 
town to proewe a scanty ^u^M^fceoce- 
. All her days of j^jibilee, if tawy such' she 
h%4;^ wer^ p:9'$^ in the company of Mary. 
Pairing the ^m weathier, freqv^nt were the- 
walks ejiell tocik to ^n^oy jhe society af 
flJ^<other; fe«t the rfiort 4ay% had inter- 
iHAptiPd this Jotemanr^e fpr two moath$,. 
when ^ fearful dreiam brought Mrs.Xei^ji 
unexpectedly to Tiiemornei 

Mr, Cftvendkh laughed, a$ shie repeated 
the imaginary dangers from which she had 
$^^^u^ Julia ;-T.Julia herseif gave a Mx\i 
sjiiiile of incredulity; — but aunt Su^y, a. 
firm b^lieV^r in dreams, — sttpefstitioujiy 
att^chied ta ocnena, Srmi .a nev^r^faiiing 
inquirer into the good and evil cDntained 
in ti)e bottom of a tea-cup, -^shbak her 
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heady and declared Mary's dream foretold 
much tribulation, if not danger. My bro- 
ther Cavendish,** she added, ^* laughs at 
ghosts, but I know they often appear^ 
either to prevent or revenge crimes.'* 

" Did you ever see dne, sister ? ** io- 
quired the Vicar. 

** I don*t say I ever did, but wiser peo- 
ple than myself have. Did not I read in a 
book of yours, the other day, about two 
great French women, Duchesses or Cbun- 
tesses, I forget which, agreeing to appear 
to each other after they were dead ?'* 

Mn Cavendish smiled at her manner of 
describing the* circumstance; but Mary 
begged leave to corroborate the appear- 
ance of ghosts, by relating an occurrenee 
which really happened to her father and 
mother. 

Aunt Susy stirred the fire,-T-snuffed the 
candles^ — and rubbed her hands with an<- 
ticipated enjoyment; whilst Mr. Caven- 
dish, begging pardon for a moment, re- 
tired with the children. 

On his return, he said, smfling, " now^ 
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Mrs. Leigh, as much of the marvellous as 
you please. We are old enough to take 
the good, and refuse the evil; but the 
tender minds of children should be care- 
fully guarded against the impressions such 
tales are calculated to produce. Infancy 
is not naturally timid, I believe less so 
than at a more mature age; if ignorant 
servants, and foolish old women, did not 
impress fear upon their minds, by threaten* 
ingd^rk holes, black men, and all the e/ 
cetera which a fruitful imagination is ready 
to invent. By thus teaching, you con- 
vince them, against reason and common 
sense, that there is something to appre- 
hend; and thus lay the foundation for 
fiears and suspicions, which years and ex- 
perience are not able to eradicate. But I 
am delaying much promised pleasure, and 
will no longer hinder the recital. 

" When my father was in business,*^ 
began Mary, '* he commonly, in tlie sum- 
mer months, travelled his own journies. 
On these occasions, my mother always ac- 
companied him ; not more for the benefit 

p3 
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of gir ^Qcl exercise, tban the. pleasure he 
took in shewing her the world, and thereby 
enlarging her mind. 

'' One day in the beginning of autumn, 
t)iey stopped to dine at an inn, which, io 
farmer times, had been the magmficent 
ilian^ion of a fapiily now scarcely knowa 
in the viiUge ; for the last branch of it had 
4if:^ intes|ta.te n)any yeai's before, and his 
property divided amongst numerous elaiin^ 
ants residing ip different parts of thos^king*- 
dom. 

^' The hamlet was so ple^Sfint, asd the 
accipmrnodatiofta so excellent, that my mo* 
ther expressed a wish to remain ulitil the 
following day ; but it was a matter of im- 
pcirt^nce to my father, t0 go one stage 
further that evening, having made an ap- 
pointment with one of his best customers* 
My mother, of course, yielded to neces- 
sity, — the gig was at the door, and every 
thinjg prepared, when a fainting giddiness 
overpowered her, and she sunk (town )d 
a fit. 

** This ne(:ess|suily delayed th? jpnrnpy; 



n^ my mcxther^ ii.fter h(?r recovery^ eoM 
not Mp rjejolcmg at the chcumBtfLBC^, as 
h§r w^ish to remain almost aiiiouBted. tp 
anxiety, though ivhy, or therefore, shp 
wa^ unable precisely to jdetermine. i . 
; ^^ At an early ho*ir fbey retired to their 
apartment,-^- — -rbut, with jour Jeavej .my 
frieodsv I will continiie my oa^rrative in tXvs 
^fst piersbn, as my father'is worA$ xMJdA an-, 
injpression ladejibly imprinbed on my mind, 
and it will prevent a repetition; tetndiag to 
lessen tb(e interest of th^ stofy ." ; The 
coippany bowiedv and Mary oontinued. 

** The room we wer^ shewn t^i' aaid my 
father? ^* was w lofty and i^pacioui^, that 
the single candte,. wtib M^hiah.thephas^i^r 
maid preceded us^ gave: bnta faipt^.and 
partial illununatioii/ .all 3>eyf ed •. was dafk-- 
ness and gloonrr ithad nvidmiUy heen.thft 
stftte apwtmeAt; The bed wa^hurtg with 
ml^arine vehsr^tfi wMch,; by the little light 
reflected upiQhn it, bore |i moifrhfvl Jad 
ik)elancho1y hue ; and the grim and ghaslly 
figurfff upon tlie.topcstrjMtieaded ijQ a gj-^at 
i»jabute •10 iielghten th^fc imp»*esf}o.H. • I 
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lost little time in preparing for bed ; but 
my wife, either from a mind prone to in-; 
quiry, or the natural curiosity of her sex, 
spent the best part of an hour in examining 
the room, and describing to me the figures, 
as they successively appeared upon the 
wall At length, having finished her in- 
vestigation, she came to hed, and soon 
sunk into a deep and heavy sleep* Not so 
with me. I counted the hours of twelve, 
— one,— and two, — as the strokes slowly 
reverberated from a neighbouring clock. 
The last sound had scarcely died away, 
when the door slowly opened, and an old 
gentleman, habited in a flowered silk fliorn- 
ing gown, entered, bearing a taper. 

'* Supposing it to be some one who had 
mistaken the apartment, and that he \vould 
retire the moment he discovered his mis- 
take, 1 silently watched his approach. 
But, without turning his attention to the 
right or the left, he slowly proceeded across 
the room, passed the foot of our bad, and 
having reached the other extremity, opened 
# door in the wall, so nicely concealed by 
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the tapestry, that no one could have sus- 
pected a closet in that situation^ nor did 
he appear to open it by a key. 

** Not conceiving I had any business to 
interrupt him, I remained perfectly quiet^ 
but minutely noted his proceedings. The 
closet or cupboard contained drawers ; he 
opened the centre one, as I conceived he 
had done the door, by means of a spring ; 
and, taking out a parchment, continued 
gazing at it sometime, then, carefully re- 
placing it, closed the door, and, turning 
round, slowly crossed the. room as before^ 

** As he passed the bed, my wife, 'whom 
I thought in a profound sleep, exclaimed,. 
' What a likeness !' and indeed the same 
idea was uppermost in my thoughtSj^ 
though I had not given it words. Her ob- 
servation caused the intruder to turn hi» 
head, but, without making the slightest 
apology^for the disturbance his nocturnal 
visit was calculated to produce, he left the 
room, and carefully closed the door after 
him. * You are right,' said I, when he 
was gone, ' the likeness is astonishing ; 
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but the oM gefitleman might have Ukfiii 
aoDie leas objectionable opportunity for the 
perusal of his papers. I generally locl^ my 
door at an inn, but almost for the first 
tiiiitf in my life omitted it. 

" I paused, but my wife was again 
locked iu sleep, and soon afterwards I 
followed her example. 

^^ A bright au|;umnal morning roused tis 
at rather an early hour, but, to iny W* 
prise, your motlier never adverted to the 
past circumstance. * I have waited, Mary/ 
said I, * to hear your opinion of ournoc- 
tural visitor, but his appearancp «eems to 
have escaped your rec^olkfCtion, although 
your memory is ia gieneral tenaciouiiy 
correct.- 

"*** A visitor r repeated she, 'a noctur- 
nal visitor!. I slept so sound, that if alt 
the strangers at thie bouse had come to our 
apartment, they would scarcely havie sue* 
ceeded in wakinig me. But had you really 
an intruder?' 

'* ^ We hkdl And what is .very extra- 
Oixliti*iy> you, who pfeteud: tohav«;8topl 



ISO sound, discovered his likeness to poor 
John Stormoot, almost before I did/ 

" * John Stormont! Why I dreamt of 
seeing, an old geqtleman, who resembled 
him most exactly, and who would leave 
bim an immepse fortijpet' 

" A narrative of the last night's ad v^ea* 
ture aow fpllbwed ; ^nd, during breakfast, 
I summoned the landlord, described the 
intruder, and requested to know who, and 
wfa^t he was ? But my amazement was 
considerably increased when he informed-us 
that no person of that description lodged m 
the house, nor did he know any one living, 
at all answering to it. * We have,' conn 
tinued he, * a gallery of old-fashioi^ed fa- 
mily pictures, hi the east-wing, ^nd, now 
I recollect, one of them is drawn in a flow- 
ered mqraing gown, such as you describe.' 

" I was now all eagerness^ to trace the 
adventure, and followed mine host to the 
gallery. But judge both mine and yow 
mother's surprise, when we discovered the 
fae simile of her dream, an4 my Waking 
vision, in the perfect resemblance of John 
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StormoQt, which all thedifFerenceofdrest 
could not do away. My wife would faift- 
have persuaded nie^ that I had likewise 
dreamt, in which idea she was confirmeff, 
by the seeming impossibility of a door 
opening in the situation I pointed out. Itt 
vain we examined the tapestry, in every 
direction, — to no purpose did I trace my 
hand over the gigantic warrior, in whose 
wrist I felt assured the spring was con- 
cealed) — nothing appeared to corroborate 
my testimony, — and, though she was not 
able to shake my faith, respecting the re- 
ality of my over^night's adventure, I^vas 

giving up all further discovery as hopeless^ 

• 

when your moiher declared there wasa slI^ 
gular appearance in the left eye of the 
figure, not discernible in the other. Ap- 
proaching the spot, she found the pup^^ 
moveable ; and, lifting it up, a small brass 
bolt presented itself. This was doubtless 
the object of our search, though it 1^ 
rather remote from the place I describe® 
as the opening,— namely,— the separation 

of the hand from the extended arm of the 
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same figure. Your mother was for exam* 
ining the closet then and there, but I op- 
posed the search, until we had summoned 
a neigbouring magistrate to witness our 
proceedings. This was soon done, when, 
lo! and behold ! tlie parchment contained 
the last will and testament of Jonathan 
Stormont, the identical gentleman in the 
flowered morning gown, supposed to die 
intestate; by which our old neighbour^ 
poor John Stormont, became heir to im- 
mense wealth. A just reward for' the manly/ 
fortitude with which he had borne poverty, 
and his industrious efforts to support a nu-« 
merous and well-disposed family.'* 

Mrs. Leigh received the thanks of the 
company, for her amusing story; after 
which. Miss Simpkiu observed, with a 
smile of triumph, "now, brother Caven- 
dish, I hope you are cured of your scepti- 
cism. The appearance of this ghost is toa 
'well authenticated to leave you in doubt." 

" I never doubted the possibility^ Miss 
Simpkin; and, to further so great a good 
as the appearance of this shadow produced^ 
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to i^hcliewe the probahility .would perhaps 
be wrong. My chief objections arise from 
1^ dupposed interference of supernatural 
agency, in cases where no good can be ob- 
trifled, or evil prevented. The supreme 
beiBg ifi systematically wise^ and benefi- 
cently merciful ; and would it be conststeiit 
w&h these atti'ibut^s, to terrify poor, weak, 
pis-judging atoms, merely to shew bis 
powiek"? Be^ve me, Mis^ Simpkin^ the 
ap^araniceof un^ibstantial4>eihg^ is neirer 
pamsitted in ordmary leases^ thoasgh in ei*- 
tncnardinary oBes, such, for instance, ias 
Mrs. Lj^igh's amusidg ncirative points out, 
perhaps the meaBs of discovering tlic fegal 
heir, could in no natural way have bees so 
readily ascertained ; therefore, for the sake 
of afgument, we will allow it. But, upon 
what principle can we iiphqld the appear- 
ame^ of a gho6t, barely to signify that the 
person, «o represented, departed this liib 
at such a period, specifying the time; 
when, pei*haps, the shadow only forestalled 
the regular intelligence by a few hours^ ^nd 
the premature information could answer 
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no porpf^se, than unnecessarily to alarm 

and terrify the object of his visitatioib. 

Dreams top, upon which the credulous lay 

great stress, are amongst the vulgar [>re-^ 

judlces that cannot be too severely decried. 

The human i imagination is scarcely ever al 

rest ; but the thoughts which assail it, in 

the. hours of sleep, are so intirdy uncoi}« 

trQ\d^d by reason, tltat «ve never feel mto** 

nisjbeclf though the sceaesipresented skouW 

bfs off nature the aiipst incongriiuoHS abd 

in^prob^bl^^-^Sfceiif^s that bear no analogy 

to '^ny>e vent that h^t or^ in all likelibood,' 

ever will occur, and that we never oouid 

^yjQ iip^gined .in oi^r* wakieful inomehts. 

lyfiQsjt frommonly ipd^ed^ dreams are affected 

by the recent occurrences of tjie day, aiwl 

this gives rise to the faith with which they 

are received. For instance: we have a sick 

relative or friend, whose illness has beeii 

the theme of our thoughts or conversation 

the preceding eveuiog. Imagination in 

sleep proceeds progiressively from sicknesa 

Vinto death, and the uiorning's posit brings 

intelligeq^* iQf the fact* Thys the dream 
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actually comes to pass^ and thus the faith 
of weak people is confirmed. If dreaming 
of some dire calamity could prevent it, or 
the appearance of a ghost foretel some im^- 
pending evil, it was in our power to frus- 
trate, then indeed they would both have 
their uses; but, until this can be proved 
by general experience, I must beg leave to 
doubt the reality of the one^ or the 'truth 
of the other, and to declare it, as my de- 
cided opinion, that ghost-seers and dream- 
.erSf are imposed upon by the bewildering 
efiects of a distempered imagination, or a 
fanciful invention." 

A heavy fall of snow, having confined 
the ladies for several days preceding to the 
house, they proposed, as the afternoon waa 
frosty, bright, and cheering, to take a 
walk, when, just as they were setting forth, 
Frederick entered. This, of course, de-. 
tained Mary until her husband had taken 
some refreshment, when both promised to 
join Mrs. Corbett in a pleasant avenue on 
the banks of the river. 

Julia, deeply meditating on the scenes 
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of her past life, in which her marriage hon 
a principal share, slowly proceeded to^ 
wards the w6od« The walk to which she 
advanced was in summer a pleasant and 
9hady retreat; now, it filled her mind with 
sensations sh^ knew not how to account 
for, much less explain. The trees stripped 
of their verdure, and covered with snow, 
presented an aspect the most chilling and 
dreary. The sun, which shone brightly 
cheerful on the uncovered path, here 
scarcely shed his beams ; and, the noise of 
a neighbouring water^fall, giving in the 
more genial season increased harmony to 
the scene, now K>unded rudely boisterous, 
and added wildness to the bleak and win* 
tery prospect. 

Julia shuddered as her eye wandered 
through the comfortless* glade; and she 
was on the point of returning, when the 
sound of distant footsteps, supposed to be 
those of her friends, gave her courage to 
proceed. She had advanced about a 
hundred paces, when the figure of a man^^ 
closely muffled, appeared at the other ex- 
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ttetnxty of thri walk. H<^r spirits, before 
violently agitated, though without any 
substantial cause, sunk at the first glimpse 
of a person, whom hef fearful fancy por* 
ti*ayed as both deeply disguised, and evi- 
dently shunning observation-; forgetting 
that the season of the year fully \t^arran(cd 
bis close wrapping coat, and, that his wish 
for concealment might, in fkct, extend fit) 
fjlrther than her own imagination- Be this 
as it may, she shrunk from encounteriflga 
personage so suspicious^ and turned a 
wishful eye towards the path she had 
traced^ not doubting .the approach of Pre- 
derick and Mary; Greatly, however, were 
her termors increased, when nothing niet 
her vision, save a dreary, melancboly, ann, 
but for her own footsteps, a traekless path. 
The sun^, too, was at that moment obscu* 
i^d ; and a piercings wind . brought the 
Stiow in sheets from the leafless branches 
of the ove^-banging trees. 

The time lost in deliberating whatcoursc 
to pursue, brought the un&nown to ^ 
ceatre of the walk, apparently nncomf^o^ 
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that any being inhabited it^ Save faimseE^ 
With folided arms and eyes intently fisoed 
pq the earth, he advanced rapidly; but 
his halste was the speed of a person seem* 
ing to run away from his own thoughts, 
rather than of one taking the exercise ne- 
cessary to preserve warmth: for ever and 
anon he started, as though some fearfiiii 
image presented itself which be was ea- 
gerly anxious to avoid. 

Julia, seeing little probability of out- 
stepping him, and dreading to encounter 
a stranger under present circumstances^ 
judged it prudent to endeavour at conceal* 
ment until he had passed; and, though 
the trees could only afford a partial ^belter, 
the dreaded person appeared too much 
absorbed in self, — too deeply engaged in 
ineditation, — to observe any thing, not 
immediately in his path. A tree of rather 
larger dimensions stood within a few 
yardS). but to gain it she must advance to«> 
wards 'the object it washer wish to shun; 
and, whiist^sfae yet deltberMed, he was ra- 
pidLy. approaching; With fiantic baste 
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she reached the spot ; but, ere she could 
secure her retreat, a dashing noise, as of 
something falling into the stream beneath^ 
caused the unknown to raise his head, and 
Julia met his view* 

Recourse to her hiding place was now 
worse than useless, because it would give 
the appearance of fear, and, perhaps, urge 
him to the commission of a crime he would 
not otherwise have imagined. Again slic 
turned her head, in the vain hope of seeing 
her friends, or, at least, hearing their ap* 
proaching steps ; no object met her sigW) 
— no sound saluted her ear, — save what 
was produced by the subject of her terror; 
and he, at the first glimpse of a female m 
this now unfrequented walk> gave a sud* 
den start, and exhibited signs of emotion 
for which she could on no principle ac- 
count. For a moment he turned round, 
took off his hat^ and appeared to be adju8|* 
ing his neckcloth; during which, J""** 
feet were rooted to the spot, and her a^' 
tention rivetted^ as if by magic. ^^^ 
he again turned^ his hat being sonaewW* 
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more raised than before, she clearly; per- 
ceived that the object of her fear was a; 
n^ro ! This discovery, instead of giviag 
her courage, which in calmer moments, 
might have been the case, added to her 
terror; and, as he advanced, a suppressed, 
scream and a hasty retreat behind the tree 
betrayed her emotion. 

" What fear you ?" said he, in a rough 
hoarse voice, but accents perfectly Eng- 
lish, at the same time dragging her for- 
ward. '^ Has any foolish dream or inward 
monitor apprised you of your danger, that 
thus you shriek and tremble at the ap- 
proach of a stranger ? Forewarned — fore- 
armed, is a wholesome motto; why did 
not you profit by it, and avoid this lone- 
some melancholy walk, calculated for 
deeds of darkness, such as I am predesti- 
ned to perpetrate ?" 

"Deeds of darkness!" echoed Julia, 
almost fainting with alarm. *' If pecuni- 
ary distress prompt you to actions repulsive 
to morality, — here— take my purse; and, 
if its contents are insufficient to relieve the 

VOL. III. a 
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sufferings of^— perhaps a beloved wife and 
innocent offspring, — =1 hjive powcfr, through 
the medium of others, of s^till farther ser- 
ving you,** - 

** I befieve you are an angel !" replied 
the man: ** and, therefore, with less re« 
pugnance can send you to join the compa-^ 
ny of angels. I conve not here upon the 
paltry pretence of taking your property, 
but something infinitely more valuable." 
' Julia shuddered under the ruffian's 
grasp ; for the violation of her person was 
doubtless the horrid deed he threatened. 
Again she looked up the avenue, but no 
friendly succour was at hand ; at length, 
falling on Iyer knees, she besought his com- 
passion, and invoked death in preference 
to the crime he meditated. 

A savage laugh followed this interpreta- 
tion of his words; to which he added, 
*^ and think you so highly of your charms, 
that I should risk my life for their enjoy- 
ment? No ! Your person is hateful to me; 
and did it not stand in the way of my ad* 
vancement, you might linger out a wretch- 
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ed' H& uivhtedcd and * laobligfat J - fert; am<- 
Ijltion poHit&oiit a glarious path, and you^ 
a^ the only impediment to attainkig it» 
nrubr fare lacriflced/^ . . ' 

The last speech was delivered in "tdlaes. 
fomiKar to her ear. Sbe gazed in JaileiU 
ag;oily'tafp6ft the speakei! ; and, now first 
dhc^vti^dy throQ^ the dtrsky ligtlt^ that 
his' featiares ^ere shaded by a* crape. 

**^Corbcttl" shrejaottfcited> inasblemn 
tottm, *^\b a {Premature death •^ death by 
your hands to be the fate 6f her whose life 
you have- made most mhexkhlt} Believe 
me, I am not afraid to die,--^nay, death 
woul^ be a consolation, if inflicted by the 
Hand of God! But dog not your soul 
with added guilt! Dare not to increase 
the catalogue of your crimes by precipita* 
ting me before the bar of justice to accuse 
you of murder ! the murder of her you 
have sworn, in the Aknighty's presence, to 
protect and clierish in sickness and in 
health !" 

"Ail priestcraft !" interrupted Corbett. 
*' Marriage is a political institution merely; 

Q 2 



340: FAN NT FITZ-YORK;i 

and, since Iain tired of you, and you have 
no great xause to be satisfied with we, the 
best way is to part." 

" Yes \ part if you wish it, but not by 

datthr 

" There is no other way.. Your death is 
the only security for roy life,— at least, a 
life worth living; and, it is as unalterably 
decreed by fate, as our former union, or 
any of the! seenjing irrcguratities, which 
happen in* this fantastic world. But, I am 
losing tiine,— detaining you from the bar 
of justite, at which you threaten to be my 
accuser. Be it so. Since Omnipotence 
pre-ordained me to be a villain and a ttw^r- 
derer, let Omnipotence answer iov it; * 
cannot be amenable where I bad no choice; 
and ain fearless of the consequenceis. 

He now seized Julia by the waist, and 
was hurrying hfcr to the river, when Fre- 
derick and Mary made their appearance at 
the extremity of the walk. Their ap- 
proach was seep by both at the same n\Q' 
ment. Julia struggled with renovated 
strength at the welcome sight, whilst ^^^' 
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bett, perceiving there was nat a moment 
to lose, if he hoped to escape undiscovered, 
dashed her through the first opeiifng, and 
hearing a plunge, which he doubted not 
would terminate according to his wishes, 
-ran away with all the speed of gurlty ap- 
prehension. Meanwhile, Frederick advan- 
ced with the utmost celerity. He found 
poor Julia struggling beneath the water, 
and only saved from the impetuous and 
rapidly flowing current, by her clothes 
having accidentally entangled themselves 
-in the overhaoghig branches. ' The descent 
• was ' deep ; but Frederick, tearing olT his 
Cjoat, dashed into the flood, and raised her 
bead above ks surface^ at tlie moment 
Mary appeared at the opening. A screatYi 
of joy an^nauneed her delight at seeing her 
friettd in comparative safety ; but a- new 
-difficulty arose, not easily surmounted. 
,The bank was steep and slippery, — JuKa 
. iucapable of helping herseVf, — and no-assi^t- 
ance to be procured nearer than the village, 
and that ^as situated at? the distance of 
-half a mile.^ Frederick cou-ld, with great 
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exertion, raise his alrqost lif^le&s burtbett 
bigh enough for Mary to lay hold of her 
arms f but no strength that she possessed 
could pulL her up, or support her in that 
sittiationt until Frederick came to her as- 
sistance* To complete their distress, the 
evening was fast closiQ^; and, thct.snQ.w, 
which nqw fell iq sheets, gave 9n^obfbci\rity 
to surrounding o|:yects truly awfu}.;. 
In this distress, Mary, as . the pnly pw- 
- bable means of ultimately saving, h^r 
friend, desperately propo$e4 to brave the 
flood in her. beha;lf| fully pe^s^^e^ th^t 

her strength could suppprtJulif.uiitU Fre- 
derick reached the ba,n)ct, 

However repugnant suqh . a prqpo^iil 
might be to her busbaqd, no alternative 
pffered ; and she was preparing to descend, 
after throwing aside her bonnetand pelisse, 
when a voice, not far distant, though, the 
speaker was lost in the general obscuurit^y, 
bawled out, '* Hollo! Mrs, Corbett ! Mr. 
Leigh ! Wher^ 9re you ?" Th^se welcome 
sounds effei^tiia^ly pat a stop to Mary.'s 
heroism. She aps^v^ecod Xake. with ,all tJie 
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force of which her lungs were capable; 
but, when the poor fellow arrived at the. 
spot; and beheld the state of his beloved 
mistress^ he sent forth a shout o£ distress^ 
and was rapidly proceedi^ng to disrobe 
himselfi when Frederick pointed out where 
his imniiediate preseface was necessary; 
and, in tes$ ^me than we are describing 
the ciccUmstslncetyu Julia and hdr protector 
wei9 Safely landed,' ah d the former care- 
fiiUy supported , in the arms of Friederick 
and thd servant ; . . 

'' These unibrellasv" said Luke, « that 
his reverence sent me with in such a hurry, 
are! all but useless; for the snow cannot 
make Madam Julia wetter, than she is, 
poor soul ! Youj tSquire^ are wfell soaked 
too* You chose a dismal day for your cold 
bath, but» if no serious ill follows, I know 
ycm won't mind a wet jacket to Save my 
dear mistress. If, indeed^ Madam Simp* 
kin had slipped into the river — r— ** 

Mary interrupted Luke's discourse by 
^SS^^S them to proceed with all possible 
baste; otherwise, Julia bad only been 
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saved from a watery grave to perish by 
* cold. 

The alarmed inhabitants of the Vicarage, 
whom Mary prepared, in some measure, 
for the shocking disaster, succeeded, by 
the assistance of Gossip, in restoring ani- 
mation ; but a cold succeeded which loog 
baffled medical skill. During this period, 
Mrs. Leigh nursed her friend with the care 

and attention of a beloved sister; but, all 

• 
inquiries respecting the person or motives 

of the assassin, were evaded by her with 
sedulous caution: and, when her brother 
and Mary found that she could not hear 
-the circunastance mentioned without shud* 
dering, and that it left a gloom upon her 
miud their utmost efforts we^e at times 
unable to remove, the subject was discard- 
ed in her presence, though frequently re- 
verted to in th6ir private conversation with 
wonder, and a certainty that some mystery 
lurked beneath her aversion to communi- 
cate. 

This was still farther confirmed, when 
she put a decided and peremptory negative 
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upob the Vicar's proposal to advertize the 
villain ; and declared she should never 
again know peace, if, by this or any other 
means, he were discovered. 

At this declaration, Gorbett one6 glan- 
ced across his mind, but as immediately 
vanished; for, to suspect the man whose 
recent marriage was an union of love,--^ 
whose letters breathed nothing but affec- 
tion, and regret that any circumstaince 
should detain him from her, was heresy 
against the faitlr he- professed, and both 
uncharitable and unjiist.' ' 

Corbett had scarcely cleared the wood, 
when he encountered the clerk of the pa- 
fish, the identical man who assisted at his 
marriage ; but the cr^pe still covered his 
visage, — for; in the agitation of his mind 
he hatf failed to remove it, — and to this 
circuhistance was he indebted for security. 

Honest Hopkins was preparing to make 
his humblfe obeisance, a custom hie never 
omitted to any one at all raised above his 
own level; when the complexion of the 
straoger at oride relaxed the sinewj or his. 

a 3 
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up- raised arirj j for, the clerk of Treiiaor^p 
was one of those who erroneously suppp^ 
that the sable part of Qiankind rankjqfi* 
nitely below them^selves in the scale of ex- 
istence, andj pf cpurse^ are not entitkd to 
the smallest respect, fle^ therefQre> pas8e(l 
him with an inquisitive stare; W|ODdering 
what busjness. could have brought a bla$k 
man to their village^ from whi,ch he w,as 
the proper dirc^ctioi}, ali^eit, the path was 
little frequented at this season of lhey?ar. 
His inquiries;at.TreniQme,, for hefti'ed 
not to mention the rcircumstaacfi,. wer?, 
however, unsatisfactory. No oi^e li^dseen 
the person describej^. )?wd. the meeting 
would have sui;ik jnto ^obliyi^;;, jl??4 ^t 
Julia's adventure recallcid ijl; to Jiis, recol- 
lection witl? sHperstitjloijSi Jiorrof. Belzebub 
.himself he was syre would alone have sk\' 
tempted the life of M^dam Cqrbett ! an^ 
he wprked up his weak minjl tp tl^e.^on- 
elusion^ that satan, in whos^ ppw.f.r Ji^li^ 
once was, was so, eq raged at her return tp 
virtue, that he sought this oppoytupity pf 
meetingher alone, the blacfe f^ce/^fvipg 
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colour to, the story^; atid ^findtn^ his temp- 
tatioDs of BO ajvaily tiad iti r6 ven^plungekl 
:her into the streaid; but, that Providencip^ 
as' k\ reward for hter resistance, sent her 
frknd$ at the critical moment toskve* hel*. 

This' improbable fiction was soanxirci|- 
lated in the village; and Julia^ character 
rose, in proportion as it was believed. 
Aunt Susy, finding the attempt at murder 
unattended by its usual precursor,— robbe- 
ry, gav6 full credit to tKie report ; and only 
wondered at the clerk's lack of curiosity 
to discover the cloven foot. " No won- 
der/' she observed to Mr* Cavendish, 
" that Julia's face expresses horror when- 
ever the subject is mentioned. Her trem- 
bling limbs and pale countenance plainly 
shew that she knew the person of the 
tempter, but fears to declare it, from a 
dread of farther enraging him." 

Mr. Cavendish seldom disputed with his 
sister-in-law. When people are bigotted 
to a set of opinions, imbibed in childhood, 
and confirmed by years, the voice of wis- 
llom, though she sing never so sweetly, 
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sings in vain. Reason and argument' he 
knew availed little, when opposed to igno- 
rance, and its concomitant, stubbornhesft: 
with Such a combinatton he deigned not 
to battle, consequently/ Miss Simpkin en- 
joyed the triumph of supposing her con- 
clusions generally right 
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CHAP. IX. 

SELF-ACCUSATION, — FEMALE PERPLEX- 
ITY, — SOME RATIONAL ADVICE ON 
THE SUBJECT OF tOVE,-— THE VIL- 
LAGE GOSSIP, — GUILT CONFOUNDED, 
AND AN INJURED WIFE VINDI- 
CATED. 

Cqrbett Stayed not to witness the effect 
of his murderous plans, but posted to Lon- 
don with infinitely greater speed than he 
had left it, meditating as he went, on th6 
time that must necessarily elapse ei e he 
could hail the blooming Fanny as his 
bride, and thereby become possessed of 
that wealth he bad taken such guilty pains 
to procure. When he went to pay his re- 
spects in Lombard-street, 1^ spoke^ of a 
slight indispositipn having confined 'him to 
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the house, and regretted, with much shew 
. of feeling, the absence of her whose soci- 
ety would have soothed his pain, and whose , 
presence, in the hour of sickness, was pe- 
culiarly desirable. 

Lady Ann as.senttd • to* the truth of his 

observations, and was beginning a pane- 
gyrjo on Juiia^ wthen the rpostmat^s-ngB*' 
was followed by^a letter^ in. the weJUcuowii 
haiKl .of Mr*. Cayeniijsh.' .At the oameof 
her comrspMidetit^ Corbsttstartedv-his 
countien90ce«'assuaMid a livid patouess,— 
and, rising from his chair, he.rethied to 
the window, to hide the confusion he was 
unalihrftoctoiiicealj < . . ^ ^ 

JLady Ann's ^alrteivtion; w^srotherwiseiein- 
ployed; but Fanny obsehredfihis^lemotoBiB, 

^nd^eilently/ wdndened what copSd gifrd n^^ 
to it.-^ *Whcn her fLadyshi|j ceased irailiBg» 
shergav©* the lettertd her daughter,*and 
inquired if Corbetd had rfaeard from Tre- 
mownc 'lately?' No answer.' 

" Haw you: hoard from Tremornc; C«f 
tain ?^V reitef4ted5 Lady Ann. " If n*^ 
my tetterwawys intelligence/* '^ 



" Of her, deathi". haslHy inqoiredrCw- 
betfc, J turqing Tpuud^ad. she wing a»face.of 
uQcpm^An meaning, . 

" Ypu Mv^ received a letter, tb^r?/' 
said ^ ^ J'aijny, ,, rfixi^© ber . i expaessive^ ^ygs 
firnjJjjT, upon bis., , 

^VNo-r-Yesrr^Ceaainly, Twwld have 
bfjw $<Tange. if I had bcc^j .the test fierfoii 
infqirqfjed lOi^ a.circmnstance -that^sa nciafjy 
con^fipii^twe,.?,. 

*< And,yet/, .c^bserx^idEanny, fftilb view- 
ing Ijifn^ipo&t attentively^, *^before...the. re- 
ceipt . Qf : Lady . Ann!s despatches, you .af- 
fectpjd tQ knoviT: ^as little of the matter ts 
ourselves, or wherefore your ^lenae. o^ a 
subjeqtof $o much importance to.y^u/and 
by no ipean$ indiflferent to us," 

*' I*r-I»>Fas pn the M point pf iufprpiing 
yoii .pf the melauchpJy event, .when ttte 
fetter ^WFedc". 

"Considering the event in that light, 
Capts^in»" replied, her Ladyship,, ** your 
countenance, m^thinks^ should have . told 
the tale without the aid of words. Instead 
of whicb^ now I recal the matteri ypur-s 
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eompelkd to msJc< ^a confessioDi w¥icl), 
though it may not exonerate me from a 
share of dupliGity, mU^ I an^ convinced, 
acquit me of guilt 

" I visited Lombard^street this motning, 
perfectly luncdnscious of the evil tidings 
conveyed by Mr. Cavendish. What those 
tiding>8'wcTe^ your Lady&hSp did aoticon- 
descend to inform me, conseq(uiSntly» I ^^ 
ignorant of thcdepthjof my jtoisfortinw; 
and when Miss Fit2*Ydrki taxed me willi 
having received a letter, JihcsMistly, ^^' 
,4idly, and without hesitations replied in 
the negative. At that mtoiest) pride? or 
fiilseshame; at the ideii of my sethiiflg^i^^" 
importance i» tl^e- family to'whichlWd 
allied myself, forceds frorn*^ ^me a cofitw- 
dictory testimony, and naturally rai«fil 
y0urt Ladyship's^ surprise and suspi^^J^* 
The letter xbust be removetjby my jo*^*'^ 
to Tremorne, whither I should scaK^lj 
have the temerity to go, had I in^^" 
practise<^ any thing against^ the peAcitJ oiits 
inhaJlitantsi: 

What Ilave tpi.dleadi I ikn<wr*iH)t, M 
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ha$t9>> oiittbe isvings of duty and adfinrtMh 
to knqw the WOPS t ; and hopv^c when mwst 
I SiW.L^dy Ana and/ Miss Fite-Yorky to ibe 
ranked arS their stili 

'* Devoted friend, 
** and truly obedient senvaat^ 

' * St, James's Street, . March i 3> 1 84di'' 

When Lady - Antn ftntshed the iettei^, 
wbiclvahe thought demonstratnre -of tte 
writer's real sentiments, Fanny, who had 
beea* a vigilant observer of/bis sevefyiacdon^ 
endeainouredi not to .conceal hev centrarty 
opinkaij; '^Wherefore,'' she exdaim^d, 
^' bisi^emQlion atithe mention^ of MSr^tCi- 
vendishiB' . Yanr saying * the letter >iM4}- 
ve3red intelligence^* did not oepessarily 14111- 
ply deaths ror aoiy. accident that hiight^/^oe/ 
tOiife;.*bow.lhen shall we interpret >'oards 
so neatly allied to matter of fa«t, if be thkl 
no ifoce- know ledge of his wife's misfortaM? 
Be^desi^his countenance, at the mom^^t, 
expressed, rather^ exultation >thati* dreaKi; 
^4 4liQ()gl»^iie prertiends to^Kplaiti tbet^oH* 
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tradiction of his words, tm embarrass- 

ment of his. manner, — the guilty confusion 

•pf his looks, — spoke volumes of evidence 

against him." 

" My dear girl ! Captain Corbett was 

never a favourite of yours, consequently, 

.we must allow something for prejudice. 
But though I do not go the lengths you 
do in his condemnation, whilst any part of 
bis conduct is hid in mystery, I shall firmly 

-adhere to my lesolution of not receiving 

.him.'' 
. ,1 Whilst Fanny and her mother were dis- 
eussing this business. Sir Herbert Huntl^ 

.and Mr. Strictland entered. TheassuraBCC 
that Rose Was well and happy, an^ ^^' 
sidered hy ^ his family as an acquisition w 

-the first importance, gave joy to theltca^^ 
of both. " I am only in town for a ft^ 
days," said the Baronet, "and called JD 
the city, not more for the pleasure o 
shaking hands with our M'ortby mcrcMS 

,here, than to inquire after your Lady**' 
and my dear Frances ; judge then of nay *' 

-tisfactiou and surprise at xneetmgp^^^^^ 
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uneKpectedly. Had Lady Huntley dreamt 
of your being in town, it would have re-' 
quired somelhing stronger than a husband's ' 
authority, to have detained her at Rose* 
Mount. On my way I dropped in, en-pas^* 
santj at Newland- Abbey." Fanny's cheeks 
became tinged with crimson. '* And^" ad-^ > 
ded Sir Herbert, without appearing to no- 
tice her confusion, ^' a scene took place, 
strange and unaccountable." 

" Of what nature ?" inquired Mr, Strict-' 
land. 

^^ It originated rn the casual mention of 
Corbett's marriage; a matter I conceived 
of perfect indifference to that noble family. 
One question led to another, for they were 
particularly inquisitive on the subject, when 
I * inadvertently, — perhaps improperly, -^ 
hinted at reparation; in short, that the 
young Lady's character required a salvo.* 

" Surely, Sir Herbert/ you were not so 
imprudent," said Lady Ann* 

^' It was an error, I confesi ; and, had I 

anticipated the tfiect it produced on young 

i Talbot, I should have been more guarded* 
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"Bfaer^mordsliacl nasootaer-escajyed my Hps^ 
tkntrfael locdced the image of dtsptlft,-^ 
ddncfaed lii8fliaiiids,*^Veat M^ fVMreliead;-^ 
itt> a word,: rusted 4mt of *hc ap^tmeht 
i^ith^iie ftdry «f miiiiac.'^ . 

^^What explanation took 7>1ace after Ifta 
dqartMe?*^ inquired her Ladysliff). 
' *'i KoBe. SkH|ie visHorar that meoievit ar* 
nved^ . and ppet^enterf what I was most 
anxious to hean My own <^onstFi]€tion of 
the faaisiness is, either that Leslie had some 
prior knowledge of Julia, or that Corbett^ 
bikvia^ m»de pretensions ^ to one of the 
Pull's daughters, had beea accepted; 
apd yet, neither df these occurr^ndes could 
iNkve produced the agonis^ing: eife<it I ^vit- 
iV^ss^, tmfess^oQieisenQus attachtnent bad 
formerty sttJMisted between him and J«lia 
Gamndish." 

''^ iFbat cynics the iai:e of imprdbabiiity/ 
r^litdi herl^dyship, *^ because the fancied 
attachment must have cotoimended after 
her arri)lal in; jLmdoB^ and then her situa- 
tion was tdo: veil known Vo^ admit of tbc 
suppoeitioiu." 



" Is it," asked the Barwiet, '^ quite iiii- 
pp$$ible!he ahould have known her. in ^^her 
duffB of innocence, wlieri youjib,vadiled to 
lit^ native lovelinesa, tnust have presented 
an object of uncommon fascination ?* 

Fanny listened with eagerness to Lady 
Ann's reply. 

' ^ Not impossi ble, cectainly,'* ^ said > her 
Ladyship* ^^ He might have met her du« 
ring:* her r^idence in Exeter, but -' 

/* What? my dear mother/' said Fanny, 
earnestly. 

'^ I do not think Julia, beai»tiful as she 
then confessedly was> the kind of ^male to 
attract a man of Leslie Talbot's descviption^ 
She was at that period gay and volajiilr; 
possessed fewer p(!^werS' of mind at sixteen 
than her more amiable sister at a much 
younger age; and I must have a very dif- 
ferent opinion of Mr. Talbot to suppose it 
possible he could be caught by mere youth' 
and beauty ; youth, attached to excessivre 
giddiness,— ^^and beauty, rendered less a<h 
tractive by vanity and coquetry* Julik 
nio.w, though less lovely, is more likely to 
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gain the attention of a man of feeling attd 
sentiment than in her days of frivolity; 
but, even yet^ if I have any penetration, 
she would not be the choice of Leslie 

Talbot/* 

** What your Ladyship says, is very just," 
replied Sir Herbert. " And as . no disap^ 
poiAtfnent to either of his cousins, in which 
Corbett can be concerned, could justify 
his momentary phrenzy, we must trust to 
time alone for an elucidation of his beha- 



viour. 



Faunyv during; this conversation, was all 
ear; and, after Sir Herbert's departure, 
fell into a train of musing, so profound, 
that surrounding objects ceased to draw 
her attention. Leslie she had long con- 
sidered as forming no part of her future 
felicity ; hut his welfare, — his happiness,*^ 
were still dear to her,, and whether those 
depended on Philippa or Julia, was matter 
equally distracting. With the former she 
oQce thought it; impossible he could he 
happy; but any serious attachment totbe 
la^tter could be attejtidc;d with hotbingi>**' 
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misery and disappointment. And was 
Leslie destined to waste his youth, to«^a* 
crifice those talents^ intended for the br*^ 
nament and grace of society, in. frnitiess 
and unavailing love ? " Forbid it beavea!'* 
s|ie exclaimed, with energy. 

Lady Ann had been for some time pain^ 
fully perusing the cojantenance of her 
daughter, yet the solemnity x)f this apostro- 
phe startled her. Fanny's up-raised look 
at the same moment caught the eye of 
ma.ternal solicitude, and sh^ blu^lied 
deeply. 

** What subject called forth that picm 
ejaculationi niy love ?" incjuired her Lady-? 
ship. 

" Sir Herbert Huntley^s intelligenfie, my 
dear mother, brought on a train of tliink- 
ing, -^various ideas produced an associatip^a 
the. most painful,— and, in the ardour of 
the moment, I breathed a short bujt sin* 
cere prayer." 

" In favour of Leslie Talbot, I f repumek^'^ 

Fanny turned aside her head, and brushed 
^w^y a tear. 

VOL. III. R 
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<^ Scmibili^y, my dew girl,"* contifioed 
ladj Auti» ** h worthy of fnke, if fc^ept 
whhin dae boumU ; but wlien it die^gene^ 
iiMs isto the wmkne98 of l^vmg a m&Di 
wlMsae preference is given to another, it 
becomes censurable^ aMi most be diffcou* 
raged* Good seme will fight against it, 
bnrause it liold)» forth bo prespeet, c\*en 
remote ef kappcMas. Delieaey wiR wage 
war with it^ becauee no young person, with 
peoper feelings^ but would blueh at the 
idea, and be aslia«iied of a preference mthr 
out return. Even the common pride of 
tibe sex will battle a weakness so degrading; 
for the fcmale tpust be lost to all sense ef 
dignity, who would not exert the powers 
heaven hw bestowed, in conqnering a pas** 
stoiii reaeo* stamps witlt folly and imprn'^ 
dence. Nothing bnt the attempt, I am 
eowrfttced, is wanting. You have a mind 
constittrtienafiy endrgetic, and, I trust, 
education has rather tended to strengthen 
thaur relax it The arguments I once used 
to Lord Moeetey, 1 need not now repeat; 
jhey appeared, at the moment, to carry 
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e«mvtcttoii, and yotir memory is too tttm* 
eioii^ BoC to remember them.^ ^ 

" I both remember, and will profit by 
tbem/^ f epiied Fanny, with ehefgy^ ^ This 
is the last time, m^y deat mother, you sbail 
have canse to lecture yowf Fanny ^m the 
sob^ict 0£ love; and tihart Lertie may the 
arave eiFectoally be banished from my 
thougkt^ let btm likewise be banisfted 
from <Hir convevsat^on." 

*^ Not SD> aciy love. We must neither 
seek nor sbnn the subject. His Bame 
would uai»vi»rdfl^bly occur in mixed partie^i 
andy by not tisihg^ yoT»r ear9 to the souttd> 
you might betray an anxiety that \TOuld 
necessaiiiy excite obsenration. Besides^ 
such is the contradiction of our nature^ 
prodoiibited subjects are apt to recur muc!i 
oAener than i^ consistent with a wish to 
dnVe them thence ; (fiftfofore, ^tis wisdom,^ 
as well as policy, netther to invite nor dis^ 
eovmge eooversation of a painful kind. 
By thws method, well-regvlated minds are 
bposght into subjection,'*— the passions be- 
come subser^ctit to retison)-^--and exist* 

n 2 
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ence, on si^ch terms, is indeed a blfesing 
the lieadstrong and . impetuous know no- 
thing of." 

Fanny profited, so much from her mo- 
ther's advice* that, ere many days elapsed, 
she thought herself competent to speak 
with calmness on the subject, aniitaroiet 
young Talbot with composure. Whether 
that would; really haye been the case, had 
temptation been thrown in her way, we 
do not take updn us to assert ; but aslw- 
lie never crossed her path, we leive ber, 
^t present, to the full enjoyment of >» 
opinion grateful to herself and pleasing to 

Lady Ann. 

Corbett'a journey was by no means 
excursion of pleasure. Julia, if she *"^' 
yived, he knew was too generous, too ?»■ 
cable, to betray him wilfully; but^r 
not a discovery have escaped htf, in ^ 
moment of returning reason, whc"^ 
faculties were under the domioipn of *** ' 
ncss,— perhaps delirium ? or mlgb* "" 
her brother's superior influence lead her 
confess the author of her wroqgs ? " * ' 
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he was running.into the very jiaws of dan- 
ger, with no other alternative whereby to 
establish his character either at Tremorne, 
or, what was of far more consequence, with 
Lady Ant) and her daughter. 

The coach passed the village at a dis- 
stance of about two utiles ; rather a favour- 
able circumstance : for Corbett ivished for 
a more private eutry than^ coulct be oh^fi 
tained by the eclat of a; carriage, thinking^/ 
it prudent to sound the sentiments of the; 
inhabitants, efelie ventured to shew hihir 
self: fo(F this puirpose nothing could be inor6 
convenienr. The village barber lived at 
the: extreme end of a street he was now 
approaching, a spice of his office could be 
obtained . without suspicion of any latent 
design.; and who so talkative, who so Well 
acquainted with the private concerns of the 
place^ as the tonserr 

The first appearance of the man, whose 
reception would determine his fate, as far 
as regarded immediate proceedings^ was,* 
in many respects^ favourable. There was 
a sobriety, a gravity in his demeanor, that: 



r 



366 FANKT fitz-ro^x. 

foreboded the fulfilnieal; 'of bis (karest 
wish; for, to what could he attribute it, 
but to the solemnity u&uaUy assumed, vhes 
we have to announce tklings of a m^tas* 
choly nature, or. see a per30B» for tbe first 
ti&e, labouring under deep affliction ? 

Corbett. chose to appea4* igoiorant ef ail 
thi|t had passed ; and, whilst the operatof 
sbaj-peaed hif razor, inquired, wkh mocb 
apparent interest, after the ikniily at die 
Vicarage ? 

' ' Is your lionour then to kari^;' inqiired 
the village orator, ^^ tl^ Bsisfortttaes of 
that worthy family ?" 

^ Misfortunes^ friend? Of what naturrP 

** Poor madam Jttlia*--*^" 
^ "Speak! Say, what of Julia ?" 

" Poor lady ! Thcie was not a dry «y« 
in the village ; and the monster must have 
had a' heart as black as Ms face to com* 
pass her death" 

''Ib she then rtally dead?" said Cof* 
bett« in accents that betrayed more eager* 
JiiBsa than grief. The attention of hoficst 
Suds was diverted from his strap ; be ^^^ 
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his eyegr^atteiitively upon the Ctptain, 
Wbese ^ftg6r^:ie fell Mider lus peii^rattttg 
look, biit^ cpuokly a^covering himself, be 
addetly ''^ abe wu indeed a/a angd ; and 
none but the devH himself couM haYC 
mdiieved so black a deed/' 

*' So neighbour Hopkins asserts," ve*- 
jotficd the harber. ^* i^y^ he further says, 
he 49aw the cloven foot ; bat that^ yoiilr 
honoiuv I don't oiedit. The vretch wM 
sot Belsebttbj bMt a tnaai ; ajid yet, what 
imm <0uld find ia bss heart tb drown your 
BjKUise, noble Captaia, is a oiystery yum 
wjU deubtless endeavoor to discover," 

** Certainly. No dEIbrts ^ mine shall be 
«v«iiting/' appeariDg to be much afflicted; 
durtog which the barber prepared his lather 
hi silence Tliea wiping \m tearless eyes^ 
he added, *' wheii-~^wh^ was my poor 
wife interred ?* 

'^^Sirf said the shaver, stretching ins 
eyes beyond their due bounds. 

** I say, when did the melancholy event 
occur?" 

" Oh ! The accident, your honour, 
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f took place on Monday^ and Madam C(H^ 

bett, with care and good nursing, is, I 
understand, surprisingly recovjered." 

"Re — recovered !" groaned the Captain* 
*' Is — is she indeed recovered ?" 

" To the great joy of the whole village, 
your honour." 

Corbett found it mbre difficult to ccm- 

ceal bis real grief at his wife's recovery, 

than to aiffect sorrow at her supposed dc- 

mhe. Jle bad heard more, — much more 

than be wished, and continued «ilefat during 

the o|ieration, which Suds now zealouslj? 

began: not so the shaver; he was foo« 

of hearing himself talk; and seldom having 

that opportunity to one in the Captain's 

sphere, resolved to make the most of it. 

Besides, he was one of those common cla$« 

of gossipers. who, provided they caa fi»d 

a hearer, are regardless of an answer. 

Having, therefore, given a fine edge to ins 

razor, — adjusted the napkin,-rand placed 

the shaving-rag in the best possible sittia- 

tiqn^ — he proceeded to use his hand and 

tongue with equal dexterity. 
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" Hopkins, the clerk, Caplain,*^ he be- 
gan, "is the only one who caii describe 
the person of the intended murderer. He 
met him at the end of the woody and says; 
he should know him again from a thou^ 
Sand. Now, I say he cannot, and why ? 
One black man's facd is so like anothei^, 
that I never could tell the difference; and 
Hopkins acknowledges that this chap's 
hat was flapped over his countenance, with 
design, no doubt, to conceal him, and that 
he only caught a glimpse "Df it. Now, 
what I say is this, if he had but a slight 
view, and in th& twilight, too, how can he 
swear to him ? If, indeed, he met him in 
the same spot, and muffled up in the same 
man^ner, then and there he might know 
him, but not otherwise. Wlwt motive, 
your honour, could any. man, black ^pr 
white, have to murder so good, so/kii||) 
so- charitable a woman ?" 

A short pause was allowed to^his intel^, 
rogatory, but finding his hearer wrapped 
in silence, ' he proceeded : ** 1*11 tell you. 
He did it nt the instigation of the devil.;. 



foTi di to lu» being the ptitice of darkness 
himself, I don't believe a void of '% txA 
mhy ? Belzebub haa never appeared upoo 
earth ia hia own proper peraon siace tk 
time oi our Saviour. Beeides, the ?&i^ 
who pashed poor Mils Julia — ^I beg yw 
pardon, Captain,— I mean Mrs* Carhett; 
into the river, must have a heart bhcto 
than the very devil's, and will cry in vaia 
in the next world for a drop of water ts 
cool his tongu^." 

" D— mn— n !" cried Corbett, stsrtiog 
from bis chair. '^ fiqw dare you addrcM 
such discourse to oie?" 

^^ I beg your pardon. Captain ; ba^ I 
thought it wouM be a cpnsolation to koc^ 
that Madam Julia's murderer, — for a mttr- 
dereijie h^ to all intenta and purposes,*-^ 
will not escape in the next irorld, whatever 
he may do in this." 

Corbett had been thrown oX his guard 
oiiee : but he listened to^^ this second de- 
nunciation in sullen silence ; audi, aft^' 
paying, for what, in £icl^ he <tid not wan^ 
stalked away ; but^ the most tiyiftg ^<^^ 
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was yet to come. He fioioid irom tbe cor^ 
diality with which the villagers saluted him^ 
tJMt he was gencrulhf unsuspected; but 
might sot indkdduai confidence, accident 
tally* or artfiiUy impoied, have betrayed 
him ? And in that case^ would the forbear*- 
ance of Mr. Carendish spare the goilt 
even of a brother? No! he &It conTinced 
he would noti and all hta hi»pea depemled 
oa the Vicair^a tgoofance. 

With as much confidence as he could* 
assntne, he entered the Inited niaukm, and 
wat received by Aunt Susy with mbne than 
usual cordiality, nsixed with condolence 
on the family calamity^ and assurances 
that Julia was fast recovering from the 
accident, but remained low and spirttleas, 
from a cause t» which they could assign 
no irason* Mr« Cavendish ^ now entered 
ffoin the ganlen, and convinced Corbett 
he bad nothing to dread from bis know* 
fedge; but, Maty coming soon afterwards 
¥rith a message from Julia^ instead of 
gfceting him as tbe husband of her dearest 
frieod^ naiatained a scornfn) silence^ and 
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viewed him with looks of horror and af* 
fright. 

Corbett's before confident eye fell, when 
he beheld ^tbese unequivocal sbudderiog 
marks of suspicion; and guilt as com- 
pletely tied his tongue, as disgust and con« 
tempt did hers. She wa% however, ibe 
first to recover, and her solemn. promise to 
Julia operated as a charm to subdue ber 
feeliogs, at least, to disguise them. ^' Voo 
arrive at Tremorne, Captain," said she, en- 
deavouring to w.ppress her agitation, *^^^ 
a most ioterestiag period to Julia's/n>w** 
Did chance direct your journey ?** 

'' By no means,'' he replied. " La^^J 
Ann Fitz-York informed me of Julia's ac- 
cident— ** 

'^ Accident I'' echoed Mary. '' Give it 
a more proper name. Call h the treacbc- 
rous attempt of a villain,— a wretch, J^* 
to all sense of honour or shame ; but, » 
he escape public delinquency, rctributnt 
justice will, in one form or other, overtik* 
ijis crime, and exhibit to the world a mo^ 
Aument of God's wrath against murder. 
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Mr. Cavendish, wheti he despatched his 
letter to Lady Ann, wrote one also to 
Corbett ; but Julia, who dreaded nothing 
so much as seeing her premeditated assaa^ 
sin, except the idea of his being brought 
to justice, pleaded for its suppression, and 
her arguments, though by no means satis-* 
factory, succeeded. To every question 
relative to the adventure, we hive before 
said, she was inexplicably silent ; and that 
reserve in all probability retarded her reco- 
very ; for, as Shakespeare very justly ob- 
serves, 



ji 



the grief whidi does not speak'^ 



Whispers the o*er fraught hearty and bids it break/* 

So Julia, by hoarding up her griefs, 
overcharged her bosoin, and had not the 
secret found vent in sleep, she might have 
been the victim of a too scrupulous delica- 
cy. In this unconscious \fay, Mary, whorti 
no argument could persuade to leave th4 
trhamber of her friend, got an insight into 
the dreadful mystery; and, by revealing 
her well- founded suspicions^ became pos- 
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aeiaed of the whole tmnsactioo, albec bind- 
iBg herself by the most sacred lies, not td 
ibelia^' her husbaad's g«ilt So Mary 
¥OW€d ; but, it was accompanied with a 
tnmtal reservation that Corbett feinuetf 
should d^ejAyfeel her kaowkdge, when* 
wor chanos threw bis detested person ii 

ber way. 

Mary Leigh's chwacter was miWocw; 
and tko circumstiance lesa dear than m 
safely of her friend^ could have bad po««r 
td raise the fierce reseiiti»eiit which sp«rk' 
led in her eyes and animated her whw* 
figure, at sight of the monster who planned 
her destruction. 

" Your warmth in the cause of yo»f 
friend/' said Mr. Cavendish, iu answer to 
Mary's last speech, " does boaour to yo^^ 
attachment ; but is, I conceive^ rather ill* 
timed* Captain Corbett's feelings maJt 
be abundantly expited, and our endeavour* 
should rather tend to comfort than irritft* 
tion.*' Here Corbett turned to the wind^^ 
with well counterfeited agitation, aad |he 
Vicar jxrocceded* « The action which 



I 



nearly ea&t Julia her life is ifivolYed ut 
mystery beyond my power to pefietmte.; 
since it iras not attended by lobbery, or 
any of the common incentives to mitfdef^ 
Ileve«g)eoreBiiHty> whick in some busoms 
might tempt the act^—-! trast tbey axe fyw 
in oumberi — she, in hef own person, t$ too 
good, too karmJess^ to produce. But^ may 
not^ her husbaad have a foe^ who, too 
cowardly to attack Um, chose to resent a 
resd or supposed tnjAiry o«l bis bdeved partr 
nerr 

** Um !" said Mary, with a sneer. 
^^ It is generally said,'* <xmtiniied Mr. 
Cavendish, ^ I know not witli what jus^ 
tice, that negroes are revengeful: hive 
you an enemy of that complec^ion ?" 
^y An implacable one." 
'' Tlien he was the assassin." 
" Tis very like." 
. *^ The assassin was no negro^ cried 
Mary ; '^ but one of those deceptive, vil- 
lains wbo: murder under a mash!' 

'' How know you this ?" inquired the 
Vicar. Mary^was silent^ from acoMcipDs^ 
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ness that she had already betrayed more 
than she ought. 

'^ Has Julia said as imichP' demanded 
the Vicar. 

" Not in direct terms^* answered Mary, 
*^ but by implication." 

'* If Julia would say all she ktiow8» 
Captain/' said Mr. Cavendish, " I am per- 
suaded the wretch might be traced. Use 
your endeavours. To me she is provok- 
iTigly silent, fearing no doubt to involve 
me in a business unbecoming my func- 
tion." 

^^ But, as the Captain can have no scru- 
pies on that head/ added Mary, ** this 
visit, if it lead not to a discovery, may, if 
well managed, preserve Julia from the vil* 
Iain's future machinations. Shall I inform 
my friend of your arrival ?" " If — if you 
please." Mary now retired, but returned 
al6io6t instantly, to say, '* Julia was pre- 
pared for the interview;" and added, as 
they ascended the stairs, *' my friend wishes 
ikiti meetings to be as privaie as your last^ 
But whcit pledge have I that it will not be 
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attended with conseqtiencesv stRl more 
fatal?'' 

'* A pledge the most binding.^ 

"What is it?" 

^^Ejnstcnee; and what is more dear, 
public estimation.'' 

" True : therefore 1 trust you. Your 
life and character are in my keeping ; pri>- 
voke me. notj. by any future act, tolgive 
them ttp to public justice and public detest 
tation.'' . > ..1 

4 

What pftssed between Julia and hec 
husband, remained a profound ^secret to 
everyone^ except Mary; but, tbe.conclu* 
sion of the interview proved the terminar^ 
tion of Corbett's visit, for he left Tremorne 
immediately, to tfae.no small surprise of 
Mr. Cavendish and Aunt Susy. 

" Don't tell me of penitence," said Mary,: 
after Julia had made her communication; 
** there was a lurking mischief, s. malig« 
nant triumph in his eye, as he left the 
house;' which your weakness in writing 
the letter has, in some measure, explained.** 

** After freely fbrgiviog his attempt up* 
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m my life^'* lepfed Julio, " to have Tefnued 

the trifling favour of a letter, would have 

beea a littkness, I hope I am incipabie 

of.'' 

, " What end wafi it to answer? M vt* 

tare my existence he is plotting 9(w»ctki»g 

against the peace of Lady Ann <tf liCf 

daughter.*^ 

« No, no i bad as he. confesscdljr i^ I 
do not tfaftok Um hase eoougb ^mt tl»t 
His circumstancea are embarrassed,-r-iady 
Am has pf omised her iMfliie»oc to proewre 
bim a lucrative Mtttattoiv~«id mf wf^ 
waa nierdy to conviaoe hm Ladydiip n 
his hdviog been at Tremorne^'' 

" It seems, theo, she had ber doubts rf 
bo daring to appear iien^/' 

^' I know not, oor is it of aiuoh import* 
•a«ce. Henceforward, let bis name b^ 
CMaigned ta. obliviBn. We ase sqiarated^ 
I trust for c¥^r in this world*, and i hav« 
BO worae wish towmrds him than to hope 
we may meet in t^ next." 

Mary, whilst ^osent with bet frkwr 
Gonfinrmed to ber vdabea; b«it mt txp^^^' 



.l>csu)c$ would iHtfude> spite ^f^yfer^ efiwt 
to drive it thence ; and with it dms asswia- 
;ted something'^of danger to Lady Aim •'or 
Fanny. Mrs. Leigh, I need n^ aew io^ 
form my readec, ^as habitually auipeflsti- 
.tious. A dream had bxought her to Tjre- 
jnorase^ and its successful termiiaatioft ^m^ 
iirmed her faith* Might not faajr$ atd 
.doubts, she could not conquer, be Ufcewiae 
it pireseutiment of evil ? and could efae ao- 
jgiuit l^rself if she omitted to .wam the 
friend and heuefiM^tress of her EdwaidriP 
Her vow to Julia prevented an open aod 
liill eclaircjssdment > but, a hint from ^soiBp 
j;MDlq)owu friend would answer every put* 
pose» with one ao cautious and prudeut afc 
her Ladyship. Full of thiBplan, sbe4e*^ 
spatched tlie following anonymous aoitew 
*^ A sincere friend cautions Lady Ana Fit»* 
York against Captain Ck>fbett. Hb ac* 
ijuaintauce is neither hoiioumUe nor safe.'^ 
lier mind was considerably relieved by 
this slender communication, though by tt 
shehad pnobably mined Corbett'^ Iwpei^ of 
ailvatt€ei£eu^ . The ai^^nceme^ be really 
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deterred, «he feared would never overtake 
him; and his worldly prospects already 
exceeded his deserts, however embarrassed 
tfaey might* be. 

Corbett waited a week ere he presented 
himself and his credentials in Lombard- 
street; for, to have seen Jnlia^ without 
remaining some days with her, would, be 
thought, scarcely set aside Lady Ann's 
^ispicions; meanwhile, the cautionary note 
arrived, which for evef excluded him. On 
Mndmg up hisaiame, he was unceremonr- 
onsly told that her Ladyship M'as engaged 
Ho next l>ad recourse to the letter, "f»- 
Toured by CaptAn Corbett,** written by 
Siis express d^ire upon the envelope,— but 
this'was equally unsnccessful, '^ Lady Ann 
could not be seen." Boiling with rage, 
and hoping the period of vengeance would 
arrive, he turned from the once hospitable 
door, and stalked baek to his solitary lodg^ 
iBjg, in a frame of mind fitted for enter- 
prise of nvischief; though what they were; 
or bow' to be accomplished, he knew not 

Under almost any other circumstances, 



i 



J 



1 



Lady Ann would have treated the anony- 
mous .intelligence with ponteqipt ; but this 
came ajt a period ^o big with « Julia's fate^ 
bearing also the Exeter post* mark* that 
she would have thought herself criminally 
careless, had she aga^n received the mail 
wjiose conduct was become suspicious ;> 
but of whom she could have no fears that 
affected her daughter, and personal appfC^ 
hensions were out of the question. 
. Mrs. Bloomfield and Barbara dropped m 
soon afterward:S, when th^ universal aub« 
ject of the day was introduced by.t)ie 
. Widow with her usual strength of expres*^ 

sioq. • .4> 

" What do these wise law-givjers of ours 
Qiean to do, Strictland, with this poor, 
dear, persecuted woman r*' ;_ 

. '^ My dear Madam you mifst name thjS 
object of your solicitude, before I can an* 
swer to the. purpose.** c> i 

" Don't provoke me by pretending igno- 
rance. There is, at this niomevt, but one 
topic of conversation feom , Hyde, Park* 
corner to Tower- wharf." . . J 



^N^w I mderstantl fcm, WidoAf/* 
. ^ Wdlj vhat de they meaatoA) wi* 
htr, I My? Dec^pltatiott has bceir had re* 
CMMe to before nwr, when a good and 
i;<f<liiou» wife stood in the way; and f 
dimn tiiink husbands are a hit better tEair 
tiiejF 'Were then." ' 

^* F»Aaps kusbanda may not, hut, thai* 
faMv^H, the Aw^ ai^."^ 

" In theiftwlires; hut, are the adminis* 
ttPttma leas vend, tl^e nwnprstry tess corrirptr 
Uiftesflr yow can answer- in the alBrmatirc, 
1 teir yow, she has every tbiny to dread 

iTMv;a caba* lieadfed by, -bat Iwotft 

call namesy though my tongue can scarcely 
he^ kept withia boonds.** 

^ The investrgatbtt has certamly acqtirfc 

ted the person you allude to of ^^^^' 
nftHty,'^said Lady Ann; •« but inrpni*"^ 

intlSt ftttSKn to nttk 

. " Define what imprtrdence' i^ nry de»f 
kifjv* replied the WHcnr, " before you 
Attack her wMt it.'* 

«■ A want of decbiwn,— the impwF 
admission oS male vbitbr S ' " " " '* 



*^ Thit h tinpnidence in Englaad^y bat. it 
bears another tnterpmtettan! on the contit- 
tmtt. A wmt of desomm hen i$ the 
height of decorum in t^ier coiMitries; and^ 
it would be cruel iindeed^ situated as she is^ 
to limit tlie number or sex of her ^v^isfitors. 
Listen, my dear Madam^ to a siiort hiitory. 
The female we speak of^ came to diii 
Country a stranger alifce to its iabalritaate 
Mod customs, not knowing ei^ii' t^e* matt 
shewas bound by vonnm to lo?e and bo^ 
iKMsr. For a wUle, a short while, every 
juktentioo was paki< to her dtuatitm and 
dwixurter; the €euudt9 of her husband's 
family visitejd: and mnese visted ; in a word^ 
she was treated^ both by them and their 
acq^iaiiitance, as a ]>ei9<m whom^ it was 
honoarahle to know and virtuoos to. re* 
apeot. From aoaie causey which wil) per^ 
haps ever remino a mystery^ tihese attctt-^ 
tioiis, this. lespaot^ were witihdfawin^T^sha 
was shun wd by fact spmise andi hit rela« 
tivesy and: tke contagiian spread itself to 
their miniofis and dqpeadents^ To adid 
misery to mortification^ h«r da«glKter, tba 
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only child of her ilUstaried miserable 
uirioo, was torn from her arms, placed ia 
the bands of stiangers, the mother d^- 
jted from seeing her child, and all this, 
* without a cause assigned or reason gives. 

" Cruel r said Fanny- 

« In disposition sociable,"— continued 

the Widow, ** by constitution cbeerfuW 
and habituated from infancy to a freedom 
and latitude of manner? unknown among 
us;— left to depend— not upon her own 
choice of company* but lifon the casnal 
society that offered j— can we wonder that 
soine proved unworthy of her co^denct, 
though they were unable to affix a stigma 
on her charac»tr? To effect this great 
point; spies were placed about her person, 
—every art that power or craft could de- 
vise was practised, in hopes that some 
lucky chance would operate against hctt 
but, as none' such occurred, her words wctc 
tortured! iinto a wantonness,— her actions 
into crimie,— aiud manners, in themselves 
i^inoceiit, re^rasented^ as the grossest dis- 
toyialty and gaiit/' 



_j 
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^ ^* Tb6re is too much truth in what you 
iay, Widow/' said Mr. Strictland. 

" Vain was every attempt,'^ continued 
she^ without noticing the interruption, 
•" made by this injured wife, and her 
staunch, her virtuous advisers, to bring the 
matter before a proper tribunal, — to inVes* 
tigate her cause legally: — the junto, who 
wished her destruction, were well convin- 
ced a public trial would., acquit her, and 
therefore declined it»* Thus the matter 
rests at preicnt. Every virtuous heart 
burns with indignation at her wrongs, and 
curses the f6ul faction that oppress injured 
and exalted worth." 

" You have made out th#lady's case like 
^n able advocate, Widow,'^ said Mn Strict- 
land. 

** It does credit both to your heart and 
understanding, madam," added Fanny. 

" In the cause of female innocence, my^ 
good mother will never tire," said Barbara, 

" It is the cause of an injured wife and 
mother^ child ; "and every married woman 
in the kingdom ought to stand forth in her 

TOh. Ill, 8 
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defence. But^ sonic are too prudish, 
others too indolent, and a third class toc^ 
sottlrksA to Tindkate her. I was in a 
ptfty last tttgb^ most of the individuals 
nscre knows. to me, and, had I wanted* 
pmof of the justice, the goodness, the 
iq»iigfatiiess of ber cause, there was suffi- 
, cktit evidence at hand; for, every really 
good and virtuous man and woman were 
in her fiivour, whilst she was reprobated 
•nljr bjr tbp hasty the wcfithiets, »nd die 
vem/." ^ 
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CHAP. XI. 

VAUXflA':fcL,— BiUClf MdftTIFICtATlOir AND 
DrSTattSS,-— -TittB ARRiSST,— A I>£FAE<^ 
TURE IN <SIOOD COMPANY,— AN BaVI-' 
VOQII^^AIME^ A FAMILf FARTlT, 



-.'• -» i™." ^ 



Nothing of moment occurred for die 
ensuing two monthsr^ except a formal pro- 
posal of marriage, on the parts of Lord 
and Lady Mouiitcustle, and as formal a 
refection by Lady Ann and Fanny. In 
other respects^ the family intercourse was 
kept up, and Mosetey made daily advance* 
in the good graces of Barbara* 

Corbctt appeared, during this period, 
either U> have abandoned bis schemes o^ 
vengeance, or, as wasimost probable, could 
not form any c<Jtnpadble with his own 
safety. Be this as it may, since no cir- 

s 2 
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cumstance served to renew the recollection, j 
he was not more completely forgotten than 
the anonymous note. 

Vauxhall was the only place of amuse- 
ment Fanny had not yet seen; and Lady 
Ann easily yielded to Moseley's iatreaty, 
that she should join the party, consisting 
of himself. Lady Maria, and Miss Bloom* 
field, provided Mr. Strictland made afiftb. 
*' One gentleman, " she observed, '* will 
find the care of three ladies rather a trou- 
blesome task; besidesji the gravity of his 
appearance will give a reputable sanction 
to the expedition, it might otherwise 
^a'nt." 

Fanny made instant application, but her 
guardian had a particular and not to be 
dispensed with engagement; otherwise, 
the proposal, .he assured her, would have 
given him infinite pleasure. Her Ladyship 
read mortification in the countenance of 
her daughter ; Moseley too, looked: dis- 
appointed. At length, taking her Lady- 
ship's hand, he said, *• surely, my dear 
madam, you dare trust your daughter to 



my care. One gentleman is a sufficient 
sanction^ and will be found a powerful pro- 
iection^ if any such be wanting. Since I 
wa$ flattered with the hopes of my fait 
cousin's coiQpany, I shall not be half happy 
without it; and the ladies I know will be 
out of temper the whole evening for want 
of it." Fanny's looks spoke yet moife pow- 
erfully than Moseley's words; and Lady 
Ann^ unable to resist their pleadings, suf- 
fered herself to be persuaded, with a pro- 
viso, that the youthful trio took their tea 
in the city, when it should be her care to 
send them away early, and she trusted 
their own prudence would hurry them 
home soon after midnight 

Those of my readers who can recollect 
their astonishment and pleasure, when this 
gay and animating place first met their 
vieWj may judge of our heroine's emotions^ 
those who have never seen Vauxhall-gar- 
dens, on a gala night, can form no idea of 
them.. A description, — frequently over* 
charged, — of almost any other place of 
amusement, would damp actual enjoy- 
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meat, but no inflatian of hmguage out 
pr(>perly describe thb scene of enebwtmeiit; 
und Fanny, as if purposely to enbaaca kr 
surprise, had beard it oieotioned merely 06 
an illumivated garden^ wliere she would 
hear tolerable music and decent stoging. 
Thus prepared^ we must not wonder i^ for 
a n^menty she was unable to express her 
^eiings, ^od almost to fancy berdflf trso^' 
pprted into the regions of ixmanee. Hrr 
ccmpaniofts sUently enjoyed the cootteros^ 
•tion fibe strove not to conceal^ and waUtsA 
0r stood still, in complisftcoitoberfltwve^ 

incuts. At length she tnrnod to«^«H« 
\k9m9 aawnchasto say, is all tbisrwH 
and then first di^coviered that sur^iss wft( 
confined to her own bosow, a»d Wi^b^" 
tp find herself an object of general sttw* 
tion* 

As yet the gardens were but thinly «^ 
tended ; but several gro^pSp who bad for 
iowed Moseky a^id bis friends, lingered is 
*their vicinity, some through curiosity; but 
more in ndmiration of the fiiir stra»g*^' 
Amongst the loungers^ whom nciti^r 
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these motives detained, were Sir lAwrence 
Lounge and the Revei*end Mr. Lillyman^ 
Upon the first' glimse of Fanny they looked 
anxiously at her companions, dreading to 
encounter their old torment the widow; 
but the present party were young and 
lively, and possessed that air which cha* 
racteriaes people of fashion. 

The Baronet dropping his companion's 
amiy advanced with a slkling bow towards 
our heroine, and hoped he had the super* 
lative felicity of seeing her well f Sir Law- 
wnce was so atroQgly associated with New** 
iand-Abbey, and days that would nevtt 
return, tliat, in apite of her resokitioo, and 
the promise given to Lady Ann, she found 
it impossible to answer this plain question 
without evident confusion. M r« Lillyman, 
who had followed close upon the heels of 
his friend, in some measure relieved her, by 
pbserving, '' hopes. Baronet, imply doubt; 
and Mias Fitz- York's angelic countenance 
is sufficient evidence of health, without 
any corroborating testimony. Charming 
place, ma'am, that Ncwland-Abbey, — no 
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restraint, — every one does as he pleases. I 
have christened it Liberty-liall, liave I uotg 

Sir Lawrence ?" 

« * 

" So you say, Lilly ; and I durst ven- 
ture a cool hundred, 'tis the first cbrist* 
ening you have been engaged in since youf 
instaliation/' • 

, " Done : I christened twa of Miss Au» 
burn's terrJfer puppies^ only last week, and 
the ceremony was attended with much 
ponyp and parade." 

Fanny looked at this pretended votary 
of religion with disgust, bordering on an- 
tipathy ; and never so entirely. wished for 
the company of Mrs. Bloomfield, as at 
this moment. Mr. Lillyman was a weak 
and a trifling character; but sbtf now first 
conceived it possible that a minister of the 
gospel could glory in profaneness, ana 
turn one of our most holy sacraments is^o 
ridicule. Gently pressing her cousin's an») 
by which she held, she said, .^ had we not 
better proceed, my Lord ? If we are for- 
tunate eqough to stumble upon J^^^^ 
Bloomfieldy she will make an addition t* 
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6ur party, these gentlemen will gladly avaH 
themselves of/* 

" I would ga the d*^l to avoid the old' 
scarce-crow/' said Sir Lawtencd^ 
: ** And I would bear you company, Ba- 

« 

ronet,** added Lillyman. " I don't know 
what such old cats io crawling between 
heaveili aiid eartS.'': 

" You forget your usual politeness, gen- 
tlemen/' said Fanny/ ** Mrs. Bloomfield 
is my partkular friendJ^ 
« ** And f2i^ dear hdnoured mother J* inter* 
?upted Barbara. ^^ Biit/' added she, archly, 
■* wc cahnot wonder if these gentlemen are 
a little sore on thcBubject, since it is^as 
eleav as* any problem in Euclid, that thty 
could never open their lipr in her presence 
without sdbjecting^ themselves to the lash 
of censure, and the castigation immorality 
and vulgar breeding are sure to meet 
with/' 

" A chip of the old block, Lilly T* whis^ 
(lered Sir Lawrence, 
^ '* So.it appears. Baronet,, and ( think 
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we bud better sheer off, for fear the old 
block itself should come to her assistance/ 
They then turned to make their partfng 
bow. but found their friends had walked 
awtty without considering the ceremony at 
9II necessary. 

<*D-— dlow, Baroiket.'' 

** Or else cursed high, Lilly. But let us 
f0Uw^9 and tfaaC wiU be a- tolerably certain 
WK^ of not fmiiingJ* 

After Moseley and his f^ir Irio had made 
the tour of the gardens^ during which 
^hey were regaled with musie from various 
groujMSi they repaired to a box, not more 
for refreshment than to listen to Fanny's 
tftksft and Natural wonder nX every thing 
she saw and beaid« 

** How delightful are first sensations,'' 
ssid Maria. 

*' Yes, my dear, sister,'' replied Moseley, 
^^ if they happen to be pleasur cable ones." 

^^ Ok]r tba^t is taken for granted. I 
never envied any body -s feelings as I have 

d<we Faqny -s thi» evening^ Make the most 
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of them» my dear cousin, for perhaps it is 
not given us to enjoy such above half a 
dozen times in our lives." 
, After their refreshment, Fanny proposed 
ajaother i^roll^ which was imniediately 
agreed to. The gardens were, by this 
tinoe; crowded, hut perfectly peaceable; 
for disorder and riot had not yet shewn 
their uaseeinly fiftces. Every countenance 
looked gay and animated,-^cvery voice 
bceathed tones of good, huaiour, — and dis* 
taot music broke upon the ear in enchant^ 
ing melody. The atmosphere was perfectly 
serene, — the fiill orbed moon sbed her lucid 
beama upon the uncovered path, and slyly" 
peeped whoever a jfracture in the over* 
hanging foliage invited her abroach. In 
fbort, it was a niig^t fitted €or contempla- 
tiotif if secluded from tlie busy haunts of 
jao^n; surrounded by a crowd of beings, all 
seeking the one great cad,-r-pfc««<re, — it 
contribtited in no mean degree to enhance 
it; and perhaps no party pres&nl enjoyed 
it .with a greater zest than ours, Moseley 
.was surroujided by three beings, thd dearest 
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to him in existeqce, and to contribute to 
their amusement and ddight, he left no 
eflFort unessayed. ' 

He was in midst of an interesting de- 
scription, when Fanny, whom chance had 
placed on the outside, felt some one putt 
her by the gown. Instantly she turned; 
when a young man of rather vulgar ap- 
pearance, although sprucely dressed, beg- 
ged her pardon, and, in the same breathy 
inquired if she had lost any thing ? Upon 
replying in the negative, he added, '^ be** 
cause I have found a valuable ornament^ 
which, I imagine, fell from either you or 
your companions;" and, opening his hand> 
he shewed a brilliant sprig of exquisite 
workmanship. . 

^ The jewel does not belong to me or 
my party, friend,*' replied Fanny ; .'* but, 
if you advertise it, the owner will be 
found, and liberally reward you for your 
honesty.*' 

As he awlcwardly bowed his thanks, she 
turked to join her friends, but her surprise 
was unspe^able when she found them 
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gone. They could, however, be at no 
great distance, and with hasty steps slie 
passed tlie crowd. A few yards brought 
lier to the, termination of the walk,— she 
turned the angle, in full expectation of be- 
holding them,— when her distress was in- 
creased to a painful height, by finding the 
avenue she now entered branch off in two 
directions. She turned her eyes to the 
right, but no party appeai%d, amongst the 
seemingly impassable muUitode, resembling 
hcr's. Oa the left then slie fixed her feari 
ful gaze, and, at a small distance, beheld 
a figure towering above the rest, which she 
had BO doubt was MoHeley. 

Swift as the intervening pedestrians . 
would allow, she passed along ; but, oh ! 
grief and disappointment? the group she 
sought with such avidjty were strangers. 
To increase her fears, a gentleman, as she 
passed, called out "whither so fast, my 
love ?" By returning to the junction of 
the two walks» which seemed to be her pre- 
vailing wish,: it was still a chance that she 
would be going further from her friends ; 
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and the idea of again passing the person 
who had so freely remarked her flight, was 
repugnant to her delicacy, and on no ac- 
count to be hazarded. In this dilemma, 
she had no alternative but to proceed. J 

The company were, generally, walking ' 
in the same direction aa herself, which was 
some comfort, if any could be indulged in 
ber situation ; beca^use tlie starers were 
.quickly left behind, and had no opportu* 
nity of tracing features they might at a 
future period recollect. By this time she 
had outstripped the slower movements of 
the crowd, and found herself comparatirely 
alone; when a voic^ she recognised at 
that of her former questioner, called out, 
^' stop, my dear, and accept of a com- 
panion." 

The insulting freedom of this speech 
added to her terrors, and convinced her 
that she was indeed an object of suspicion. 
** Ob, my dear mother I" ahesilentlyejacu- 
lated, ^' why did I not listen to ycMir 
counsel? Why persevere in visiting this 
dangerous places without my^guardiao ^ 
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The getiitpman now approached, aiid 
attempted to take her hand with the free- 
doniof an old acquaintance* Bot, with a 
spirit he did not expect, --»*a spirit ennobled , 
by the dignity of virtue,-^&lie evaded his 
intention, and insisted,— proudly insisted, 
-^upon his leaving lier. 

** What, you have nmde an appointment 
in this retired walk with son^e other spark, 
I suppose ; if so, speak the word, my dear, 
and I am gone. I scorn to intrude upon 
the property of another/' 

''Cease your licentious ribaldry: for^ 
unfortunate as I now^ appear, I have a 
friend not very distant, who will make you 
repent this outrage.'' 

" Your beauty, lovely girl, rendered 
more desirable by this charming spirit 
would command s regiment of friends. 
Would I were the happy favoured Individ 
dual. He must he an insensible puppy to 
keep you waiting here, and if you fol- 
low my advice, you'll serve him as be de- 
serves. A bird in tfiie hand, you know——" 
. i Fanny looked with all the contempt she 
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could command, but deignefl no furlfter 
parley. At that moment, a gentleman, iu 
military uniform, advanced from the di^ 
rection in which she still kept walking; 
whom, on a nearer approach^ she disco- 
vered to be Ensign Gaskell. Perhaps there 
was not a man in the. whole range of her 
acquaintance she would not sooner have 
owed an oblrgation to/ His pert forward- 
Bess and vulgar presumption had frequently 
annoyed her, nor had he a single virtue or 
good quality to counterbalance these ; but 
be was known to her, and, in the choice 
of evil, his company was preferable to the 
insolent stranger^s. 

By this time he was within a few pace^ 
and, halving made up her mind to seek his 
protection, she determined to do it with as 
good a grace as possible. "Mr. Gaskell/ 
she said, " you are met in a happy hour to 
relieve me ftoni the society of this gentle- 
man, who, mistaking my character, has 
not behaved with the politeness due to my 
sex and situation.** 

** If I have judged erroneously,^ said 
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the Stranger, ** I beg your pardon; yet, 
surely that is impossible. A female, young 
and iQvely, Avithout protection, and evi- 
dently making choice of this, sequestered 
walk, cannot be other than I. suspected. 
Bt^tsince you have fomid a person more to 
your likingj-^^thpugh curse me if I think 
jcomparisons are not altogether in my fa- 
vour,— I take my k^ye, with all due re- 
spect.'* So saying, he bowed with much 
mpi[}k gravity, . and left them. 

'' Miss Fitz- York at Vauxhall, without 
a party !" exclaimed Walter, as soon as be 
recovered from his astonishment. "It 
looks suspicious, certainly, as the stranger 
observed ; but you acted very wisely in 
seeking my protection, because we gentle- 
men of the array are famous for our devo- 
tion to the fair sex. Come, take mji 
arm; we'll go. and get some refreshment; 
I'm confounded hungry, S.0 I daresay you 
are, and eat what you will, Til stand tresit 
for old acquaintance sake." 
. Fanny. felt nothing but disgust at what 
he intended as the perfection of kindness, 



468 FANNT FITZ-TORS. 

aod good breeding ; still she ventured not 
to shew her disapprobation, but only said 
aha had already supped, and M'^as most 
anxious to find those friends, accident had 
separated her from. 

" Oh ! never fe^r, my charming girl,'* 
said Walter, as he forcibly drew her aim 
through his. ^^ You will find no friends 
that wtii take better care of you than my«- 
fclf-" 

By this time they had turned into ah 
inhabited walk ; at the. same moment a 
bell fang, and the Ensign, squeezing her 
arm till the sensation became paiofol, in 
order to secune his hold, dragged her along 
wltb all the speed he possessed. 

" For heaven's sake, Mr. Gaskell, where 
are you hurrying me ?" exclaimed she, 
panting for breath. 

" Don t you hear the bell. Miss r" in- 
quired Walter, with much seeming interest 
** If we don't make haste we shall be too 
late." 

'' Too late ! '' echoed Fanny- « For 
what?*' 



> 



" Oh ! you aretnot up, I see, to tiic gos* 
&ij) of this place. Why the caacade, the 
prettiest isight in the garden, is going fo 
be shewn off, and that bell is tlie signal. 
I Nirould not miss it for fifty pounds." 

Fanny was going to .plead the impossi- 
bility of dHPttinniag that pace, when turn* 
ing an angle, they ran full against Cor- 
bett* lu the joy of meetkig a rational and« 
4»oli3bed compaaiion, she lost all remem- 
Jbranee of his fauks^ and kastily exclaimed^ 
.** Captaia Corbet*, have you seen liOfA 
|4os^ey ?'' • 

** I have not, madam* Do you wish to 

** Oil I I have no present' wish on earth 
but to find my party." 

^' How came you separated P* 

" No matter,'-^soine other time, — every 
iMment is precious, since I am convinced 
their distress equals my own." She was 
then hurrying away witli Corbett, when 
Waiter jbawled out, the next time you ask 
my pnotcction, pretty one, Til take care 
not to b? jilted m tfei$ mannert Nbw your 
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turn's served, you don't care what, becomes 
of me.'* Lifting up her ej^es, as if thanking 
^providence for rescuing her from so ineffi- 
cient a guide, she met the wondering looks 
and sledfast gaze of %11 the Newland 
family. 

. Ashamed of appearing to belong cxchi- 
sively .to Corbett, and shocked to tWnk 
what construction their Grace's and Leslie 
would put upon Gaakell's coarse and rfr- 
proachful speech, she turned aside her head 
to brush away the tear of mortified sensi- 
bility. And when again she directed her 
attention to the spot they * occupied, and 
found it deserted, her distress exceeded aS 
bounds. " Are they gone r" she inquired, 
in a faint voice. 

" Yes. Rudely I—Insolently !" ^¥^f 
Corbett. '' Marked you hot the infip^^i- 
oent curiosity of their manner, and tw 
scorn with which they neglected you ( 

" I was too much chagrined at being 
seen without a party, aod at tbcir ^^^ 
nessing the ill-bred speec^i of that weat 
youth, to n\ark the peculiarities you P^ft* 
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tion. If they deigned to mortify me, 
they have succeeded to; their utmost wish; , 
for, surely no pdor creature was ever so 
completely humbled as I am at this mo-' 
meiit." 

" If I can procure a coach, would you 
like to return home?" asked Gorbett. 

*• Oh ! no, no ! I would not leave my 
friends in the distress I know they must 
be in for worlds. Why do we not walk 
quicker? We shall never overtake them at 
this pace.'* 

** How can we be sure that walking 
quick will not take us farther from them? 
Who are they?" 

/* Lord Moseley, Lady Maria, and Miss 
Bloomfield." 

" Why, my dear madam, I saw the 
young ladies in the rotunda, not ten mi- 
nutes before I encountered you.'' 

" Why did: you not tell me this before?*' 
^ *f Suffer me to retaliate, anc^ Say, why 
did ni)t you teljf me.the names of .your 
Companions, before ?" 

" True^ true. Oh ! take me to them* 
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Moseky, 1 doubt not, « flying round the 
, gardens in searal* w ine. 

She now proceeded wkh renovated hope. 
Wherever Mosdey had stationed the two 
friends, there she was convinced th«y 
would ieo»ai» until his refum from a fiiftt* 
less and fatiguing search. They entered 
the rotunda. Fanoy passed her eye twice 
mtmd the circlev ere she could be coa?«' 
oed the company were all strangers. Sick 
with disappoitrtment, slie looked in tl» 
face of her companion, as if doubtiog the 



had' been mow succesefnl j bnti <he m^ 
ling words, " they are not here !" «<»''""* 
ed'bep worse fears, and no efl«w«^»<f ' 
to pursue the search had power t» J'^'P"' 

. Her wMch pointed to a dissipated hour. 
Order and decorvm: had given pfe<!* ^ 
nom- a«d #ioti — obriety reeled t^rou?!" 
evety «ralk,-«4eBiale9, whose proft**'**'' ' 
wwB itnpossJMe W mistake, nog^*^ *\ 
partners for the dance, and laMgh*^ ^ 
Uiksd. with tfae^MMstliMntioas fi«<*^' 
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Thi$ was ao longer a places Faney felt 
assured, for a modest and virtuous femate; . 
yet, to quit it with no companion but Cor* 
bett, was a movement scarcely less inde- 
corous. Her friends, she thought, must 
er« this have returned home j or, if not, 
the past gave little hope that any future 
advantage^ could be derived from peweve- 
ranee J and, if she was fated tb retain un- 
der the Qaptain's protection, to protract 
the hour would increase the hnpropriety. 

The last few minntes were passed in pro- 
found silence. We have seen what occu- 
pi^ Fanny's mind,— Corbett was not idle. 
His love for our heroine, if love coulrf exist 
in such a brea^st, and the knowledge ofher 
possession* Irad, as we have seen, c4l^d 
him unjustifiable lengths. But, to be re- 
fused access, at the moment when his in- 
nocence must be clearly ascertained by 
Jttlia's letterf raised a ttimnlt m his soul to 
which love was subservient. Revenge 
ftilly possessed him ; and, had he lived at 
a period when heiresses were decoyed ftom 
their fiicnds, and confined m dilapidated 
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I 

castles or remote mansions, without other j 
companion than a terror stricken domestic^ ! 
Fanny would doubtless have had as many 
opportunities of shewing her heroism as 
other persecuted females. But, as such 
enterprises are unheard of in a well go* 
verned country, he was obliged to trust to 
common chance for a common mode of 
retaliating the injuries he' was determined 
to suppose had been offered. 

The meetings under such uncommon 
circumstances, at Vauxhall, and the'fruit- i 
less attempt to join her friends, placed her 
completely within his power f and a dawh« ' 
ing project was floating. in his mind, lichen 
Fanny, roused from hiqr reverie by a noisy 
a»4pumultuous party the;n pas$ing, ^aid, in 
accents of alarm^ "I believe if 4 coach 
cQuld be procured, it would be most pro- 
per to return home. Lady Ann and my 
guardian would be displeaseti. at my re* 
maining here so late, with a party the .most 
unobjectionable; but,, when they are in- 
formed of my ^having apparently deserted 
my friends^ and their unavailing search^ 



the consequences cannot be foreseen. Ob { 
let me hasten to relieve their minds. If 
no conveyance is to be had, X would wail^ 
to the world's end on such an errand>" 

Sir Lawrence Lounge, in company wiCh 
a gaily dressed female, that moment, pass* 
ed. *^ A thouglit strikes nie/' said Corbett* 
*^ If the Baronet's carriage waits, I am 
sure he will lend it for your accomoioda^ 
tion. Hallo ! Sir Lawrence !^ The Baro- 
net turned* '' This fair lady," continued 
porbett, ^' is in some, embarrassment. 
You don't seem in a hurry to forsake this 
vivifying spot, — we are, — and, if your car- 
riage is in attendance, it can return after 
we are accommodated." 

** The fact is, Corry," replied the iMpxi- 
cated Baronet, " Miss Fitz-York has treat- 
ed me rather cavalierly this evening; but, 
to convince her of my perfect forgiveness, 
the carriage and its master are both at her 
service." He then left his companion, and 
staggered towards them. 

^' Oh ! for pity's Sake, let me walk," 
said Fanny, in a low voice. ^' I Would 

VOIi. Ill, T 
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the consequences cannot be foreseen. Obi 
let me hasten to relieve their minds. If 
no conveyance is to be had, I would walk 
Co the world's end on such an errand." 

Sir Lawrence Lounge, in company with 
'ft gaily dressed female, that moment.pass- 
ed. ** A thougliC strikes me," said Corbett. 
" If the Baronet's carriage waits, I am 
sure he will lend it for your accomoioda- 
tion. Hallo ! Sir Lawrence !* The Baro- 

.. * =J •< Thi« fair IsiAv" ft^j,t\r„x^A 



,410 FANNT FITZ^rORiC. 

rather crawl like the veriest reptile, than 
subject myself to the forward rudeness of 
intoxication.'' 

Corbett, for reasons known only to 
himsdfy felt as little inclination to the Ba- 
ronet's company as our heroine* " My? 
dear Sir Lawrence !" he exclaimed, ** your 
good nature must not be imposed upoti; 
whatever pleasure your company might 
afford Miss Fitz-York at a future time, she 
now yields to the prior claims of another ; 
andy by me, thanks you for the carriage, 
which shall return in half an hour." 

" Gads me !" replied the Baronet. " I 
had forgot my charming Harriot. Well, 
good night, a pleasant ride, and compli- 
itittttB to the- old block and her chip.'* 

The latter words were unheard; for 
Corbett placed Fanny's arm within his, the 
moment he found they would be suffered 
to depart alone, and, with a speed that al- 
most deprived her of breath, they reached 
the outward gate. 

** Sir Lawrence Lounges carriage !" vo- 
ciferated the Captain. 
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" Here !" replied the servant ; and Cor- 
bett handed her in, as the Duke of Ne^r- 
land and his family reached the spot, 
where their coach also waited. 

After. Fanny was seated^ her companion 
addressed a few words in a whisper to the 
coachman, and was preparing to folio w»^ 
when he was seized by two men, one of 
whom said, ^^ noble Captain, you are our 
prisoner." 

" On what accopnt ?" feebly asked Cor- 
bett, in a trembling voice. 

** On what account, my hearty ?" replied 
the man. " Why you speak like^a culprit, 
and not in the bold terms you used to do, 
upon a paltry suspicion of debt. You had 
like to have bilked us by borrowii)g his 
honour's carriage, but your voice betrayed 
you. Come, we have a less splendid con- 
veyance at hand, but it will serye your 
turn to-night," and away they dragged 
their prisoner. 

This was doomed to be a night of terror 
to Fanny. Greatly as she disliked Cor- 
bett, his presence was a protection ; and> 
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to return to tbe city alone^ — ^in a borrowed 
carriage, — with strange servants, — ^and at 
that late hoar, filled her with dismay. 
The footman twice inquired where she 
would be set down ? At length, roused by 
the spirit of desperation, she faintly utter- 
ed, '' Lombard-street," when Leslie Talbot 
begged leave to speak to her. 

** The Duchess, of Newland, madiam,^ 
said he, *^ thinks you will be safer under 
her protection* The servants appear to be 
strange, — the streets are lonely and desert- 
ed, — without a protector, dangerous. — Mr. 
Strictland, if you are still his inmate — ^ 

Fanny looked surprise. 

" Shall be informed of your safety, — 
and, in the morning, if I can be made ai^ 
way useful, I hope^you will command me." 

" I would not willingly trespass upon 
her Grace,** replied Fanny, " and yet — "" 

" Talk not of trespass, madam. Tbe 
Duchess is too considerate to suffer a lady 
she once loved——" 

*' Onpe !" repeated Fanny. 

^* Still loves,— to trust herself at this late 



FANNY. FITZ-YORK. 4L3 

tkrnr with unknown servant. The ear- 
triage waits. Allow Ame to lead you to 
ber," 

Fanny gave ber tremblings band into tlie 
no less agitated one of Leslie, and with 
tottering steps descended. 

Not satisfied with what she was domg^ 
yet unable to fix upon a plan less excep* 
tionable,*'— feeling herself in the situation 
of one, wbo, to the nicely-discerning Du- 
chess and ber amiable daughters must 
appear to have acted imprudently, if not 
crhninally ; — she advanced with downcast 
eyes and feelings of deep humiliation, tp 
the carriage, in which the family were al- 
ready seated. 

The Duke received her tremulous hand 
from Leslie, and, pressing it with all the 
ardour of former attachment, placed her 
between himself and the Duchess. 

A solemn silence of some moments fol* 
lowed"; when her Grace said, " Vauxhall 
is not now to me a favourite place of 
amusement ^ yet, feeling as a mother, | 
rejoice that chance led me hither this cven^ 
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ing. Your situation, my young friend, 
when we met you in the garden, appeared 
both critical and distressing,— a situation 
in which, though I had no possible right 
to interfere, I was sorry to see the daugh<- 
ter of Lady Ann Fitz-York involved. But, 
when your only protector was taken from 
3'ou, I reflected what would have \feen my 
own feelings, had a daughter of mine been 
ki a similar situation ; and hazarded the 
imputation of impertinence to shield you 
firom danger.** ^ - 

" Impertinence !" sobbed Fanny, for the 
Duke*s affectionate pressure had melted 
her to tears. " Your Grace is kind and 
considerate, and can never deserve the im* 
putation of impertinence.** 

These few words were scarcely intelligi* 
ble from excess of grief and over-wrought 
feelings; and, when she would have ex- 
plained the scene of the past evening, her 
Grace, taking her hand, requested that no 
explanations of a painful nature might take 
place that night. ** Is Lady Ann in town, 
my dear ?** she added. 



** Certainly, madam : or bow could I be 
kere P'^ 

'^ I beg your pardoa, but I do not ^^^ 
the imppflfdibility of your being in London 
n-itbout her Ladyship. I am glad t6 hear 
it, however ; and not sorry, on my owa 
account, that accident has placed you for 
a moment under my protection,; since if 
will produce a meeting with your respect* 
able mother, when perhaps every othef 
• attempt would have failed." 

This was saying indirectly, Fanny 
thought, that all friendly communication 
was at an end ; and her bosom heaved a 
aigh to the memory of past happiness. 

They no sopner reached Newkud-hotise 
than our heroine was shewn to her apart* 
ment, with a strict 'charge from the kind 
Duchess, to banish all unpleasant thoughts 
for that night ; and, in the morning, every 
thing should be done to secure her happi- 
ness. The young ladies were likewise dis« 
missed, whilst the Duke and Duchess laid 
plans for the interest of Fanny and her 
supposed husband; and Leslie sent a mes; 
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senger to Lombard-street^ wilh the fol- 
lowing note : « 

** Lady Ann Fitz- York's daughter is 
well, and safe under the protection of the 
Duke and Duchess of Newland^ who will 
be happy to see her Ladyship at any hour 
the most convenient. 

'^ Her Grace bids me add, that she dines 
to-day, at seven, with a family party ; and, 
if Lady Ann Fitz-York and Mr. Stricdand 
will overlook a more formal invitaticHi, and 
join the group, it will confer both honour 
and pleasure* 

Leslie TALBot. 

** Newland-house, Piccadilly, 
Tuesday morning, four o'clock/^ 

Her Grace's last words made an impres- 
sion no effort of Fanny's could banish 
from her thoughts. *' In the morning 
every thing shall be done to secure your 
happiness !" What could it mean ? Leslie, 
if not already married, was too far engaged 
to recede ; besides, by what magic knew 
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bef Grace that he was necessary to her 
happiness ? The more she pondered upon 
this important sentence, the more proble- 
matic it appeared ; till, having wearied her 
mind with conjectures, she concluded, . at 
length) that they were words of course to 
cheer her mind after her past troubles^ 
and resigned herself to. the protection . of 
that great and good Being, who had deli* 
Tered her from a situation fraught with 
difficulty,. — [)erhaps danger. 
. A bright sun, and clothes of every de- 
scription suited for the mornings tempted 
her to rise; though she was doubtful whe« 
tber any of the £imily, except servants,, 
would be stirring at nine o'clock. " Nine 
o'clock !" exclaims some sluggard of fa- 
shion, '* why, I am m my first sleep at 
that hour !" That maybe, fair lady, but 
my heroine has been accustomed to early 
rising ; and; no dissipation of tlie evening, 
bcwever late, cauM tempt her to infringe 
upon it. I am not ignorant that people of 
fashion never quit their pillows at nine 
ofctock; but it was the hour of breakfast 

T 3 
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wherever Lady Ann presided; and, her 
daughter's borrowed habiliments were ad- 
justed at the usual time. 

Fanny could aforetime hold counsel with 
her own thoughts to pleasure and profit; 
but now, they were at variance with both. 
However kind and useful the attentions of 
her Grace had proved, she could not help 
confessing, that pity and compassion were 
the sole instigators; and, that she must 
have suffered in her good opinion from the 
vtry circumstance which excited them. 
Albina and Sidney's looks were fraught 
with kindness ; but, there was a scornful 
sn^er upon the face of Philippa, which 
conveyed, in language not to be mistaken, 
that her conduct was suspicious, and her 
respectability doubtful. 

To change a subject painfully oppres- 
sive, she wished for a book ; any body's 
thoughts would be preferable to her owi^ ; 
but, the dressing-closet afforded uone. 
She then opened the door of her room, 
and, with noiseless steps, reached the «nd 
of the gallery ; all was solitude and still- 
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ness. In what directioa to find the library 
she knew not; but, descending the stairs, 
determined to explore those apartments 
immediately within her view. The effort 
alone would rouse her imagination, and 
that was a point gained. 

A door to the right opened to a spacious 
dining-parlour, but such a chilly coldness 
ran throughout, that she was fain to close 
the entrance, and seek a l6»s dreary apart- 
iDeut. Crossing! the h^l,- she found ano- 
ther room, visibly appropriated to the same 
use, but smaller, and with every appear- 
ance of comfort. Into this she strolled, 
without hope of finding what was the pri- 
mary object of her search ; but, the tout 
ens^nbie hoked cheerful, and since she 
A^as doomed to be alone, why not remain 
h^re ? at least till footsteps spoke the ap- 
proach of some one who could direct her 
to the library. 

For a time she tried to dissipate thought 
at the window, but the passing objects 
were void of interest ; and she was fast 
sinking into dejection, when a light step 
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aottttded from the hall. Fearful of missiDg 
911 c^portuttity, she hastily opened ibe 
door, but the person was gone. Assured, 
kowevor, of his or her vicinity, she called, 
in a firm but soft voice^ '' who goes 
there?" when quickly appeared, from an 
opening at the extreme corner of the ball, 

Leslie. 

Shocked at the ireedom of her appeal, 
and the imagined indecorum of her pro* 
eeedings, she timidly coittinued, '^ I beg 
your pardon^ Mr. Talbcit^ for interrupting 
your progress ; but ^ 

*^ Talk not of interruption. I shall be 
honoured by yo«ir commands^ and happy 
to obey them." 

*' Finding myself too earfy for the gene- 
ral assembling of the ^niilyv I applied, as 
I thought, to a domestic, sini^ply to borrow 
ra book« I will no longer detain you, than 
to beg you will have the goodness to send 
me one."" 

' '* You shall be obeyed. But might I 
not hope to be made otherwise useful?*^ 
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' ^^ if Lady Ann is. inibrmed of my being 

he#e '' 

" She is." 

'^ Then I can have no farther inducement 
to trouble Mr Talbot." 

^*^ It is not my intention to be intrusiTc; 
*-r*bot have you no letter or message fori 
Captain Corbett ?" 
" Neither." 
At least none that you will confide ib 
me*' 

The voice of the Duke vfM no^ heard, 
inquiring whether any of the family ha^ 
made their appearance ? 

" Sufier me to lead yon to my uncle, 
madam," added Leslie, " He will be found 
a more abl^, though not more willing 
counsellor.** 

Having led her to the breakfaat-room, 
and paid Ins morning inspects to the Duke> 
he left them together. 

His Grace had been partial to Fanny 
from the first hour they became acquaint- 
ed; so partial^ that his dearest hope wafi 
to transplant her into his own famfy. At 
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the time his overtures were so mysterioulsly 
rejected by Lady Ann, he did not relin- 
quish that hope ; but thought the mist^ke^ 
such be felt assured there was, would be 
cleared up at their next meeting. Het 
supposed marriage lessened her interest, 
but did not destroy his wish to see her 
happy; and, though Corbett was not a 
man to be respected by such characters as 
the Duke, he determined^; for his wife^s 
sake, whose fortune he understood was se* 
cured to Lady Ann for her life, to clear 
his present incumbrances, and make inte- 
rest for his promotion in the army. Full 
of these benevolent designs, he rose that 
morning earlier than usual ; and, leading 
Fanny to a chair, expressed his pleasure at 
the prospect of a tAte-h-tite. 

"You are not now to learn,** said he, 
*^ the interest her Grace and I take in your 
concerns; and, though our wish for an 
union with your family — *' Fanny started 
— " has been, unhappily for us, frustrated; 
we shall never forget the pleasant hours 
spent in your society, nor cease to regret. 
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that they cannot, as matters have turned 
out, be repeated.*' 

Our heroine felt indignant. Could the 
Duke and Duchess be so illiberal as to cast 
her o£F and disdain her society, because 
she had, unfortunately, in their eyes, so 
' doubt, imprudently been found under the 
pr6tection of Corbet t ! and without listen* 
» ing to her defence, or even wishing she 
were able to clear her conduct? Be it so. 
Friendship of so frail a texture is scarcely 
worth the trouble of preserving. . 

During this mental soliloquy, his Grace 
seemed pondering upon matters of import* 
ance. At length, he inquired, ** what she 
thought might be the amount of Corbett's 
debts ?" 

" Indeed, my Lord Duke,'' said she, with 
surprise, " I know not. How should I ?" 
' ' '* Is he frequently involved in the same 
way?" 

•* This is the first time, to my knowledge.'* 
" I hope it will be the last." 
^^ That hope does your Grace honour." 
*^ Kot for any liking I bear the Captain, 
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but for the sake of his poor deluded 
wife." 

*' Deluded indeed !" echoed Fanny, mth 
a sigh. 

'^ I hope his conduct does not give her 
cause to repent her marriage ?" 

*' It does*— it does!" replied sh^ em* 
phatkally. 

" Then he is a villain I'* 

'* I fear it will be proved so.** 

" Why do you not leave him then?"* 

" Me !" 

^* And return to the bosom of your fami- 
ly. They will receive you with joy*" 

** Me ! Surely excess of feeling for Mrs, 
Corbett has deranged your Grace's mind; 
/ never left the bosom of my family, and 
my being with Captain Corbett> last night, 
wa& the effect of accident.." 

" Fanny — roy dear Fanny I — so I must 
call you, excess of feeling for Corbett's 
wife has nearly deranged me; but, if you 
are not that wife, — if you are still unmar- 
n«4— i slifall go quite mad — with joy.** 

" If so," said Fapny, smiling* " I had 



better kt your Grace remain in error. But 
how heard you the report of my being 
married, and to Corbett?" 

'' The Captain told it himself to Phi* 
lippa-" 

^* Impossible ! Bad as he is, he would 
not — could not assert so impudent a false'* 
hood. And yet, as Miss Heathcote is 
nearly, and likely to be more dearly allied 
to your GracCy I. should be sorry to im* 
peach her veracity." 

" Philippa is nearly allied to the Duchess^ 
but she will never be dearly united to me. 
Have you any other meaning ?* . . 

" Perhaps not." 
Nay — be candid." 

t am trenching on forbidden ground^ 
and interfering very improperly in your 
Grace's family concerns." 

"Not improperly, if I request it. How 
is Miss Heathcote likely to be more dearly 
united to me ?" 

" By her union with— Mr. Talbot." 

" Never \ Talbot's affections do not 
that way tend." 
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" But, if her Grace wishes it- 



" My wife wish Leslie to marry Philip- 
pa ! But, here she comes, let her speak for 
herself. Pray, Duchess, did you ever wish 
the union of Talbot and your niece ?** 

** I never dreamt of such a thing. Who 
saysldid?"* 

'* Captain Corhett, madam, "^ replied 
Fanny. ^ He gave me a splendid account 
of the nuptial preparations, and described 
It service of plate as the marriage pre- 
sent" 

. ** What a prodigious talent of invention 
some people have i" exclaimed the Du^ 
chess. ^* But, as he is your husbamly my 
dear Mrs. Corbett — "" " He is not her bus-i 
band ! — She is not Mrs. Corbett !: — But 
our own little darling Fanny FitK-York 
afler all." Her Grace looked grave. 
" Caroline, my love, what's the matter?** 
continued the Duke. ^' You don't half 
relish my communication.'' 

'^ If this young lady be not Corbett's 
wife, how will she explain the scenes we 
witnessed last night?" 
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"Very true!** said the Duke, seriously. 

Fanny now began her exculpation. She 
described, with sincerity and candour, 
every circumstance that had passed, — even 
her very thoughts, from the moment she 
entered the garden to the present time. 
Her fears, — her terrors, — her mortifica- 
tious, — were painted in such glowing co» 
lours, that her auditors felt every scene 
she described, and watched her varying 
countenance with sympathetic emotion* 
** Thus," she concluded, " I have related 
* a plain unvarnished tale,' and throw my«* 
self upon the judgment of my noble hear* 
ers, for sentence or acquittal." ** Not 
guilty, upon my honour," said his Gracci 
with Impressive and unaffected gravity. 

** So say I, Duke," replied the Duchess. 
" And, if our fair friend's recital did not 
bear the genuine stamp of truth, I have a 
witness at hand to corroborate it; for 
Albina, I am informed, lost her diamond 
sprig in the garden last night, and thus by 
her carelessness involved thi^ dear child in 
great perplexity and danger." 
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. '' Oh ! name them not,'' said Fanny, 
^' but as blessings in di3guise. Had it ttot 
been for these perplexities and dangers, I 
bad not now been reinstated in your good 
opinion ; to secure which, I would under* 
go a much more severe mortification/' 
. The morning repast was now brought 
in, followed by Leslie, the iinage of'de* 
apair; and, the young ladies bVing sum- 
ipcmed, Phllipfm, as uso^,^^ presided at the 
table. After assisting her aunt and unde, 
$he requested to know if Mr^. Corbett^-^ 
laying great stress upon the. name, — chose 
eoffice or chocolate i 

"Apropos! Philippa," said his Grace, 
^' I think it was Captain Corbett himself 
who informed you of his marriage y^ 

•* Certainly.'^ 

"And to Miss^^Fitz-Yorkr 

*^ Assuredly.** 

^^ Tis very odd. This lady denies that 
such marriage ever took place ; ' but^ cer'- 
teiinly, Corbett — or tou, Philippa^ must 
know best." » 

Leslie's cup shook in his hand« Philippa 
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tiUo trembled and turned pale ; not at die 
Duke's words, for of the marriage «he bad 
iK> doubt, but his emphasis^ — his numner^ 
*— his being so long tAte-a-t6te with Fannj, 
— filled her with forebodings of an im*- 
pleasant nature. '* Upon undoubted mi** 
thority," continued the Duke, ^ Corbctt 
likewise info4*med Miss Fitz-York that die 
nuptial presents were prepared ; and that 
Taibot,— rmy nephew, — was going to lead 
Miss Heathcote to the altar. Perhaps Lei- 
lie will deny that, but Captain Corbetl^ 
or youj Philippa, ought to know best In 
a word, there appears to have been plots 
and contrivances, in which Captain Cor* 
bett and you are confederated; and, until 
they arc explained to my satisfaction, you 
must avoid the society at Newland-House**' 
Miss Heathcote arose, and casting a ma- 
lignant glance at our heroine, said, " plot 
and contrivance there has been, as MrSii, 
Corbett or Miss Fitz-'York can testify. 
Plot and contrivance first brought ber to 
Newland- Abbey. The heir of a Diikedom 
had too many chirms, in the ey^ of de- 
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cayed nobility, for Lady Ann to forego 
the chance of engrafting her baby-faced 
(laughter on a nobler stock. Their plans 
3eem to be in a prosperous way, thoug)^ 
how that modest fair one will explain the 
disgraceful scenes of the foregoing evening, 
I am at a loss to comprehend. Your un- 
liounded partiality, my Lord Duke, to the 
syren, hist summer, was a th€;me of uni- 
versal discussion, and justly condemned. 
You, my dear Duchess, foster a serpent in 
your bosom, that will sting you to death. 
Leslie will be blessed with a fashiqnable 
wife; and his cousins never want an en- 
ample of what art and unbounded vanity 
can accomplish." She then left the room, 
pulling the door after her, with a force 
that almost shook the building, and, shortly 
after, quitted the house for ever. 

Leslie heard what passed in silence; 
amazement unmixed wijth one pleasurable 
sensation rooted him to the spot. The 
malice of Philippa, in many of her repre- 
sentations, was manifest; but, if Fanny 
was not Corbett's wife, what was she? 
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Hie shuddered) as he mentally asked himsdf 
that question, and wished, — most fervently 
wished, — that her marriage bad remained 
uncontradicted. 

The Duchess observed him with atten* 
tion> and, conscious of the acuteness of 
his feelings, from what her own had been 
under a similar delusion, hastened to re- 
lieve them. " Philippa," she observed^ 
^' Ul^e most people actuated by envy» and 
a love of slander, has over-shot her mark. 
Her falsehoods are too obvious to give 
pain, and her inuendoes too contemptible 
for notice. To you, my dear Leslie, and 
my beloved daughters, 1 present, with 
heartfelt pleasure, this interesting girl, as 
a newly-recovered blessing. Her mind is 
as faultless as her person, and I could not 
pay a more just tribute to her excellence, 
were I to write a volume in her praise." 

Before this sentence was half finished, 
Leslie rushed to the feet of our herome, 
and, seizing both her hands, bent over 
them with the most sincere devotion. When 
the Duchess ceased, he raised his head, and 



4S|I ♦ FANNT FITZ-YORK. 

beheld the tear of sensibility resting upon 
her cheek, like the dew-drop upon a half 
blown rose, and the downcast look of mo- 
desty beaming from her eye: Albina and 
Sidney compelled him to rise, by claiming 
ft share in their young friend ; and, after 
the fir^t flow of joy had abated, the no^ 
happy family sat down to a calm and plea- 
sant repast, anticipating the hour when 
Lady Ann's presence would ccinfinn their 
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CHAP. XI. 

All EXPLANATiaN^y — JL S1I0R1( TRIBI|TB 
TO PHIl.ANTHROPY'y — THR HXIRE88 
APPEAta IN H£B; TRUE, COLOURS,— « 
•TWO W£DPIKG$, — AND A RRTTJRN TO 
TH£ TQVEa OF t&EMORNR. 

LoN a before the period of dinner, Lsidy 
Ann and Mr. Strictlaud arrived,, for their 
impatience to see Fanny, to be aseored 
from her own mouth that she was indeed 
well, and to learn the cause of her separa- 
tion from her friends, made theoi wave ce- 
i^emony. It would be a. needless waste of 
wovds to describe their reception : I sh&U 
merely say, it was every thing that M'as 
kind^ respect fuU and afiSctionate, and the 
smile of delight which irradiated the coun- 
tenance of our herdine, as she flew from 

VOL. III. V 
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the fond embrace of a parent to the ex* 
tended arms of her guardian, gave her an 
appearance, in the eyes of the. enraptured 
Leslie, almost celestial. 

" Your Grace and my Lord Duke," said 
Lady Ann, after they were seated, '* must 
know the sorrow I experienced last night, 
before you can properly appreciate my joy 
on receipt of Mr. Talbot's note. My ne- 
phew and the young ladies had been re* 
turned nearly an hour, but would not 
leave me in the misery and uncertainty 
their recital occasioned. At the moment 
you quitted them, my d^ar child, it ap- 
pears they were listening with avidity to 
an interesting story related by Moseley. 
When he concluded, Maria says, she turned 
to address you^ but found, to her astonish- 
- nient, that you had quitted her side. For 
a moment they stopped, expecting your 
approach/* 

" That moment probably decided my 
fate,** said Fanny. • 

** They then returned, in the same direc^ 
tian, but every effort to trace you proved 



\ 

vmin. At length, Mdseley procured seats 
lor bis coQipanioiis, and set forward ;alone. 
I need - not say his expedition was 'also 
fruitless; but it would not have ceased 
until the gardens had been entirely de-, 
serted, had he not accidentally espied the 
waiter who attended your supper table, of 
whom he made a hopeless ipquiry, as inr 
deed it proved ; but an officer, hiring 
you descrilbed, without hesitaifion said, 

* Miss Eitz- York had been for a short time 
under his protection, but, meeting a per- 
son she seemed to like better, had desertea 
him in a very unhandsome manner, and ne 
had no doubt they left the gardens toge- 
ther.' * His name, Sir?* said Mosieiev; 

* To the best of my recollection, she cailea 
him Captain Corbett/ replied bis informer; 
This account was, in some degree, 'c(ni^ 
solatory. You were in the hands of a per- 
son you knew, and who was well knowa 
to your connections ; accordingly, - they 
decided to quit Vauxball immediatley. 
When th«y found me alone, and told me 
what I have now been relating, my anxiety 

e 3 
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almost amounted to phre^zy. Thatyott 
were under Corbett's protectjon wds to ne 
no conwlation» nor could I brieve you 
would willingly seek it ' Corbett,' said !» 
' is not the man Fanny FU^^York would 
trudtp except upon an eiaei^ncy the mosfc 
distressing.' But» my dear feieods, I am 
trespassing upon your patience, with the 
garrulity of an okl woman t too happy, in 
having recovered her tceasure, to consider 
that it is compa,ratively of little value to 
any one except herself/' ' ^ - 

*' Once in lier Hfb Lady Ana Fitzr^York 
asserts the thing that ie not true/' said the 
Puchess. '* Have you no interest in the 
recovered treasure, J^slie r" 

*' This worshipped being permits me to say 
1 havei" replied he, taking t)er hand» and 
leading her tp i»ady -Ann. " If yi>ur Lady- 
ship," he continued,, '' wiU sanction our 
love,— -I musjt,-yl will say oups^ — my re* 
spectand gratitude shall know nq bouads." 

*' Fanny, — Duke, — l)ucheM, —am I 
awake?" said Lady Ann, in amazefiienL» 

** I hope we are ail aw4ke, my dear ma^ 
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dam/' replied his Grace ; " or else, that 
this dream of liappinesSx may last till ' 
dooms'day. Your Ladyship once refused 
my proposals, on the »a>re of fortune, and 
some other abjection^ which all the boasted 
sense of my witty family could not under- 
stand. You would ,not believe me, if I 
said I preferred a portionless wife for our 
Leslie ; but I honestly declare that wealth 
to us is secondary to happiness, and that I 
wbttld rather receive Fanny Fitz*York as 
our future Dudicss, poor. and penny less^ 
than any other female, with princely do- 
mains. So much for your first objection 5 
the other, at some ftiturc period, we shall 
beg your Latdysl)ip to explain ; at presenty 
you must be impatient for the derail of our 
Fanny's wanderings. Relate thetti, »my 
dear, exactly as j^ou did to us. Omit 
not one observation, —-suppi*ess not one 
thought." 

Fanny literally obeyed the Duke*s_in^ 
junctions, and jnany an audible sigh burst 
from the bos^m of her mother, during the 
recital When she stoppled)* at the period 
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where she before closed, the Duke 
smiling, ** yoirhave not done Fanny T 

'^ If I have emitted any thing, your 
Grace's memory is better than mine.*' 

^ Not omitted, my dear, but there is 
something to add." Fanny blushed. ** Nay, 
child,"' continaed he, ** don^t be ashamed 
of confessing, that Caroline and I, revert- 
ing. to the days of onr youth, left you and 
Leslie to the comforts of a tfcte-A^t^te— 
that he confessed bis passion, — that you 
bad him not despair, -rand that the iiiarrf* 
age is to take place before the birth- 
day." 

Ere any objection could be made to thb 
hasty proceeding, dinner was announced ^ 
and, what is very extraordinary, the repast 
ended without one observation upon cook- 
ery, or discovering that the present com- 
pany knew more of made dishes than the 
person who prepares them. At an early 
^our. Lady Ann's carriage arrived^ and, in 
consequence of ^her last night's watching, 
they were suffered to depart, after his 
Grace liad informed Mr. Strictland that 



FAN'KY FITZ-YOEK* 439 

he would see him, on business, the follow- 
ing day, at two o'clock. 

At the hour appointed, the worthy mer- 
chant and his noble visitor held a confer- 
ence, when the latter, by Lady Ann's de- 
sire, made discoveries not more surprising 
than delightful. • 

Mankind, with all their boaste<l apathy, 
— ^however disinterested in their professions, 
—invariably rejoice at the prospect of in- 
creasing wealth. 'Tis true, various men 
have various motives for this universtl 
desire; some to hoard, — some to spend,— 
others to give,— but the being who de- 
clares himself insensible of its value, — 
who does not wish to possess it, for one or 
other of these ends, is a bypocritjp, and 
the truth is not in him. The Duke was no 
hypocrite. He candidly confej^sccl, that, 
** though money was an evil, in the opinion 
of some sage people, it M'as a very iiseful 
one ; and, since the present sfate of saciety 
could not exist without it, the more a man 
. had, if he used it properly, the happier he 
would be." , : 
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** Give mc neither poverty nor ridhes,'" 
said our moderate fore&ther; buttbe a^A- 
tence is now obsolete, and the present cry 
is, ** give me riches in abimdance." If, as 
the good Duke said, we use them properly, 
then they ase indeed a blessing ; bul: how 
few follow this maxim ! Our country haf, 
indeed, produced a solitary instance, — a 
combination of youth, wealth, and charity, 
perhaps unparalleled in any other.''^ What 
an individual can do, he does to stem the 
torrent of distress; but, until benevolenoe 
becomes more general, the quantity of 
gnbd must be limited to a comparative few, 
whilst the mass remain a melancholy (proof, 
that charity is in every body's mouth, but 
reaches not the heart. 

This digression, for which I beg my 
reader's ' pardon, was occasioned by the 
perusal of a provincial paper, wherein the 
benevolencies of this warni-hearted philan- 
thropist were copiously detailed, — not by 

• Mr. Webb, from .^ti inc<Miie of «£*! 2,000, devotes 

^^ 

<f 10,000 to the poor and necessitoaa* 
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his own desire, I venture to say,**^for 
" cbarity vaunteth not itself," — but by the 
committee appointed to distribute his muy 
nificence properly. 

When the Duke met his family, he as^ 
isumed an appearance of more than usual 
gravity ; and being pressed for an explank*' 
tion, desired his nephew to prepare for a 
disappointment. 

Leslie turMd paie> but said nothing. 

*' A disappointment ! " exclaimed the 
Duchess. '' Not in oiir fondest hopes^ 
Surely/' 

'' Our fondest hopes> Caroline,, ought, 
and do rest with the ptesent party, our 
children, and our nephevr. But 'tis cruel to 
keep you in suspense. During my absence 
this morning, I received in^ation» from 
the friends of a young, lovely, and well*^ 
born heireSS) that an union of our families 
would be agreeable, and highly to the in« 
terest of Leslie and tlie girls. Hovir few 
men are proof 6gatliii,t advantages so sub- 
sthntial) 1 am a living example ; fbr, until 
this^ proposal roused my ambition^ and 

y3 
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coDvinced the, almost against ^y wilt, 
that a prudentiai marriage was the most 
likely to prove a happy qne^ I was ready, 
nay williag, to sacrifice iuterest, and all 
its glorious appendages, to Love." 

*^ And are you not so still, my dear un- 
cle ?" asked Leslie. " Consider your ho- 
nour T 

'^ Consider the heiress, with an unin- 
Cttmbere<i estate of five thousand a-year» 
and a hundred thousand pounds at her 
bankers/ 

<' If she had a hundred millions, I would 
refuse her,^' said Leslij?, warmly. 

" Just now, you would,^ replied his 
Grace. ^* But give reason fair play, and 
you will be convinced, as firmly as I am, 
that this young lady^ with immense pos- 
sessions, will make you as happy, perhaps 
more so, than iPanny Fitz-York, with no 
dowry bother beauty and good qualities." 

^' I wish you had never left. hpQie this 
morning, Duke,'' said her Grace. 

" So do iV added Albina, " if Talbot's 
happiness iir to.be the sacrifice^'*" 
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" Our dear father is only jokrng," said 
Sidney. " I see it in the corner of Kis 
eye.** 

" The joke will be all your own. Lady 
Sidney, unless Talbot act in conformity to 
ttiy wishes..'* - 

^^ But you have made no positive; en? 
gagementy Duke, with the lady's friends ?'^ 
said her Grace. 

*^ I have pledged my honour that he shall 
V^eher." 
. ^^ Andy after seeing her, if I am still 
averse to the anion " * 

" If you are such a senseless idiot, I 
must per force submit,-^but on^onditipa 
that you visit not the city, till after to- 
morrow's dinner, to which J huve engaged 
my heiress and her friends.'' 

Leslie bowed obedience^ and immedi- 
ately left the room. 

. . When Fanny heard the extent of her late 
father's possessions, she fooked at her motheiL 
with added respect and reverence; for had 
she not, in obedience to the will . of her 
deceased husband^ and for her individqal 



444 fAniir fi'^z*toek. 

good, as he witdy thought, devoted ^the 
belt part of her existence to retiretnelit, 
almost to obscurity, and forfeited the 
friendship of her family ? From these 
thoughts she reverted to the period when 
she could willingly, cheerfully, have ac- 
companied Moseley to the altar, had not 
hef reported poverty been an unconquer* 
able objection in the mind of Lady Mount* 
castle. That she was preservjed from an 
union that would, she now felt assured, 
have made her m}serable,<^however morti- 
fying at the time,--^shc bowed with grati* 
tude and thankfuln#ss, acknowledged, with 
meek submission^ the short-^sightedneas of 
poor mortals, and the over-ruling hand of 
providence, vvhi(A brihgi good out of 
evil. 

Our heroine sm^iltngly agreed to perform 
her part in the Duke's plot upon Lesliek 
To tempt him ffom his allegiance, she felt 
assured, was impossible ; for, had be not 
given convincing proof that love,—pUfe 
disinterested love,*— was the ground-work 
. of his attachment?. Oa ^at foandattcm she 
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rested in confident flecurity^ nor dreaded 
thedlUrcflients of wealth to draw him from 
htTy even in thought. 

At the appointed tiaie» Mr. Strictla^'s 
carriage drew^up at Newland-House. 'A 
thundering knock made Leslie start ; butt 
quickly recovering himself, as if the least 
Urant of courage would disgrace the attache 
ment he conceived to b^ his pride and 
glory, he roused hia feelings, and prepared 
to receive the young liady, with that con** 
gideration due indiscriminately to all his 
uncle's guests. * 

His Grace now enteredf- leading a lady, 
dressed with dazzling splendour, but whose 
veil^ the Duchess thought, might have 
been removed, previous to her entrance. 
** To her Grace, the Duchess of Newland,** 
said the Duke, advancing no farther thaa 
the door, ^' my daughters, Lady Albina 
and Lady Sidney Taibot, and my nephew, 
the iioF^ourable Leslie Talbot, I present 
this lady, as my esteemed friend^ and> I 
bope> future. niece/' 
; The Duchess thought there -was some* 
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thing extremely indelicate in this mode of 
presentation; whilst Talbot turned away 
in disgust. It appeared as though the 
Duke wished to trepan him into a marriage, 
but no advance, on his part, he determined 
should countenance it at present, or lead 
the female, of whose delicacy he could 
hare no very high opinion, to expect bis 
future attentions, 

** This silent and distant reception, Du- 
chess,'' continued his Grace^ " and the 
abrupt rudeness of Leslie, must give my 
fair friend a very unfavourable idea -of our 
iamily politeness ; a feeling I determined 
to put to the test, before she unveiled those 
charms that must create admiration." 
. ** I feel for the young lady's situatton," 
replied the Duchess, " and think I never 
jsaw your Grace to less advantage. If sbe 
come buoyed up with hopes of Leslie'^ 
hand, I pity her; if she suppose her wealth 
can purchase it, the sooner sbe is unde« 
ceived the • better. Her reception, I con- 
fess, has wanted both hospitality and po- 
liteness ; but it bears equal proportion to 
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her own lack of decorum, and the want of 
feeling manifested by her friends. Why 
did they not, at least, sanction this extra- 
ordinary visit by their presence ?** 

"Does my visit, dear Duchess, indeed 
require the sanction of my friends ?" said 
Fanny, throwing back her veil 

" Misi^ Fitz-York !** exclaimed the la- 
dies. 

"My own Fanny I" said Leslie, as he 
seized her unreluctaut hand, and led . her 
to the Duchess. **. Have you joined in my 
uncle's deception, to try the strength of my 
attachment? Surely it was unnecessary. 
Rich in native worth and loveliness, your 
heart is a treasure I would not barter for all 
the wealth of my uncle's imaginary heiress ; 
though she were young as Hebe, beautiful 
as Venus, and possessed more wisdom thaa 
ever fell to thp lot of woman. I am glad„ 
however, this votary of wealth exists no 
. where but in his own imagination. ■' 

" Oh ! but she doies,'* •aid the Duke. 

" Well, well, we'll forgive her/* replied 
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the Duchess, '^ if she is not brought fbr-^ 
ward to rival our Fanny," 

" Our Fanny," rejoined his Grace, " is 
herself the rival I set up. Miss Fitz-York is 
declared heiress to the splendid possessions 
I mentioned, and has no objection to bestow 
both them and herself on Leslie Talbot" > 
*' Objections !" repeated Fanny, lodktng 
affectionately at her lover. 

Lady Ann and Mr. Strictland entered, 
with the servant, who announced dinner^ 
and soon afterwards the whole party ad- 
journed to Drnry-lane Theatre* Lady MUr 
ford and Lord Moontcastle's family occu* 
pied the adjoining seats ; and, to complete 
their satisfaction, Mrs. Bloomfield, witB 
her usual disregard to ceremony, entered 
her Grace's box, and desired they would 
make room for herself and Barbara. The 
widow, through fear or love, was always 
received with complacency; the present 
company were universally disposed to re* 
spect h^r, and shewed it by the kindest 
greetings. 



Tbe business of the stage, wliich she 
never vohintarily interrupted, sufitriDga 
short BUBpensioD, she addressed each it>di- 
vidual in her own manner; then turning hor 
penetrating eyes upon Mi. Strictlam), in- 
quired the reason of Fanny's splendid ap- 
pearance ? ** Lady Ann has hitherto," she 
continued, ** given her enemies little caiHe 
to blame her, but this evening hetfrieMh 
cannot but call her prudence in question. 
Ftom that smile, I'll bet a wager, this is 
^ some ftjotery of yours, Strictland. A plot, 
perhaps,, to catch the Duke's heir, or some 
weak young man, whose ey« are to iap 
-daazled with finery." 

An explanation, in a low voice, followed. 
Fanny's pretensions to rank and splendour 
were joyfully admitted, and her mother*^ 
prudence and moderation nnore than ever 
exalted. 

Understanding Lady Mountcastle was 
not in the family secret, Mrs. Bloomficld, 
who never lost an opportunity of mortify- 
ing thosd who really deserved it, leaned 
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over the box to coogratulate her Ladyship 
Oft the honours and greatness that woold 
redound to her faroiljf through the medium 
of Miss Fitz-York» 

" Of Fanny ! " said her Ladyship. 
"How?* 

" Surely Lady Mountcastle is not bow 
to be informed of her niece's intended alii* 
ance with the heir of Newland.'* 
Is it possible ?" 

Aqdy as a proof that in herself centre 
all their wishes, the match was solicited at 
the time she was thought to be poor and 
portionless. *! 

'^ Indeed ! *' exclaimed the Gpuntess. 
*^ Had I acted differently, which I can 
now never enough regret, Fanny and Mr. 
O'Brian's fortune would have blessed Losd 
Moseley/' 

" Had your Ladyship acted likea^i^tr, 
and cherished those who ought to have 
been your pridt and boast, qot only Fanny 
and Mr. (XBrim's fortune would have 
,b$en secured to your fftmily,. but the Aere- 
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ditary possessions of her lafejatker^^ mih 

accumulated interest from the period of" 

his death," x 

" It cannot be. My brother-in-law died 

poor/ J 

" He died worth Jive thousand a-yedr^ 

now nearly doubled by the long minority 

of bis heiress'^ 

"If this be indeecT a truth, why was it 

conc^ciated r" 

** To answer the very purpose it has now 

completed. Mr Fitz* York knew the world. 

Jle was well aware, that many would seek 
the hmdj more than the friendship of bis 
/^eire^^i who would contemn her, both as 
^n acquaintance 2ind a wife^ without that 

^advantage. Mr. .Talbot and bis friends 
bowed before the modest unassuming worth 
of nature's own production, and looked for 
no advantage that did not dwell therein. 
Their discernment and disinterestedness 
have been nobly rewarded, and I hope it 
will act as a lesson, to those* who need it, 
against) selfish pride and unfeeling amhi^ 
tionr 
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Lady Mountcastle completely mortified 
by the exultation of the widow's manneri 
and sick at heart with the tenor of ber 
words, pleaded indisposition, and sbortlj 

^ afterwards rehired with her Lord^ to brood 

over what was now inevitable i< and to find 
out, in the circle of their acquaintance, a 
wife for Moseley, who would add wealth 
and honour to their family: for, strange 
as it may appear, she had no suspicion of 
bis attachment to Miss Bloomfield* Once 
disappointed by maternal pHde, be resolved 
to keep his present pursuit a seeret, untfl 
be could announce Barbara as his wife* 
They were both of an age to carve tbeir 

""f own happiness ; her fortune would answer 

/ every expectation of Ijis mother ; and want 

of birth the nobility of the present day had 
wisely learnt to contemn. 

Whilst Lady Mountcastle's mind was in 
its first ebullition, from the two-fold inteU 

I ligence, communicated somewhat spite- 

fully, she thought, by the widow, abe 

wrote the following letter to Lord Mil* 
ford. 



I 
/ 



4 

1 

. ^ Waa it acting the part of a fiiend or a . 
brother, my L&sAi to keep me in igno- 
Fance of Fanny Fitz- York's claims to for^ 
ti&ne? You knew I could have no objec* 
tion, but the want of it, to her alliance; 
and y'ftf when Moacley watsr sufferkig the 
most acute anguish, from tny opposit^n, 
-''^wheii Lady An^n might haive been easily 
wTonght upon, — and h^f daughter felt bo 
psedilection in favour of another, — yeu 
cruelly gave a wound to my peace, I shall 
acver . recover, -^deprived my son of an 
establishment beyond his hopes,<-*-and sub-' 
^cted nie^ to the sarcastic sneers of a city 
dame, whose plebeian daughter has, I 
know not how, gained a footing in my 
family. 

^' All this you have done from the most 
churlish, the most inconsiderate motives, 
since they could have nothing in view but 
my mortification, and* the ruin of Lof<) 
Moseley. 

'' Girls in whom family and fortune 
unite, are not every-day commodities. 
The first is indispensible in the wife of our 
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800* the latter we cannot do without ; for, 
between the foreign embassy, the loss of 
Mr. 0'Brian*s property, of which we made 
sare* and the unavoidabk necessity of 
keeping up apparances, Lord Mount- 
castle's rent-roll is miserably diminished; 
and/.tinless you have influence enough to 
procure him a lucrative sinecure, we shall 
be obliged to compromise with the low 
wretches who daily beset our gate, and, 
in the end, thank them, if we are allowed 
to rusticate upon as many hundreds a-year 
as we are now spending thousands. 

'^ Meditate upon this, and let the result 
be favourable to 

'^ Your friend and sister, 

" E. MOUNTCASTLE. 

*'May 10, 1815.'' 



Her messenger returned almost imonedi- 
ately with the following answer : 

" The honour of a peer, Lady Mount- 
castle, is not to be sacrificed to faniilj 
feelings. . Mr. Fitz-Vork relied on mine 
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^wfaen he made me the exeoitor of bb 
strange will; a&d, though I declined' t6 
juet, I Vas by no means authorized to dk 
vulge a secret he thought, however errone-^ 
ousty, of importance to his daughter's fu- 
ture weifare. 

^^ I understand, from Lady Milford^ that 
Moisiel^ once stood high in the good 
graces of I^dy Ann alQd Frances; you 
best knoi^ on what ground be lost his ba« 
lance, and tumbled down the ladder of 
fortune. If a mother's hand aided bis de^ 
scent, she has no one to blame but herself; 
and, least of all, me, who took more than 
ordinary pains to convince Lady Ann of 
the absurdity of acting up to tlie letter of 
the testament. 

^' I am sorry to hear that imprudence 
has injured your Lord's fortune. Keeping 
up appearances, without a solid. :ixmnda- 
tion, is not imprudent only, it is sinful; 
since it involves the labouring class of so- 
ciety, many of whom are peeping through 
tlie bars of a prison, — not from their own 
extravagance or thoughtlessness^ but be- 
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Kse thcgr btve sunk their all, vitboul 
ckaiiefi of renuiiefffttioiv m tlie thankkss 
aovkae of those who choose to ketijp up 
apfetnofeea. 

^ Lacf fttive sioecttres are at this crisis 
looked upon with a jealous eye^ Certain 
ttitrtcUiiiy pditkiaiis pretend to cry them 
4mn a» a grievance ; when^ in iact, they 
affr necessary^ emolufiietits of plaee» and 
tniimg rewasfls for those who toil in the 
9CTV9KDS of the atate. This being the pre* 
seat postiioe.Qf affaifa^ you will see the 
decessiey of waiting until the storm blows 
mcr^ before any thing of that nature can 
be done to retrieve your estate; meanwhile, 
1 tMnk the plan of rustication a good ooe: 
A couple of years passed in Wales might 
jieaiiM enough to settle your af&irs, and 
Iqr changing^ the word ^^ banishment" into 
^^ a. panty of pleasure/' you would reap 
bolAi corporeal and mental benefit Be* 
sidts, tbene 9fe plenty of rich heiresses, I 
am toldy ini the principality. 

** The length of this letter ought to 
conviiott^ you of the high favour in which 
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you stand ; but your$ reached me at a va* 
cant hour, and I take advantage of it to 
assure you of my regard. 

" MlLFORt)^ 

" Motiday^vening.'o 

4 

There was such a mixture of bitter and 
^weet, — so much reproach blended with 
consolation. in this epistle, that the Coun- 
tess knew not at first whether to be angry 
or pleased. 

At length, she called her Lord- to a con* 
suUation; and, after hiuch for and against^ 
the latter strongly a<lv6cated by her Lsidy- 
ship, the Welch journey was? agreed upon, 
as a choice of two evils.' 

Lord Milford sent his own soKcitor t^ 
make the best agreement he could ivith the 
creditors; and every thing was ' finally ar- 
ranged^ except the hour of their departure, 
when a morning paper anaouticed tidings 
that totally changed their prospects. > The 
paragraph ran thus. 

" Yesterday were' married, by. special 
licence, at Newland-house/ Ficcadiily> the 

VOL. III. X 
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Honourable Leslie Talbot, nephe\('' and 
heir to the Dukeof Newland, to Frances, 
only daughter of Lady Ann Fitz-York. 
On the same day and hour, at St. George's 
Church, Hanover-square, Lord Moseley, 
son to the Earl of Mountcastle, led to the 
altar Miss Bloomfield, only child of the 
late Benjamin Bloomfield, Esq. merchant, 
and heiress to his immense wealth. Imme- 
' diately after the ceremony. Lord and Lady 
Moseley joined the party at Newland* 
house, from whence the two youthful cou- 
ples, attended by all his Grace's family, 
and the mother and friends of Mrs. Talbot, 
left town for Oxfordshire, where the most 
splendid preparations are made for their 
reception." 

" This is some newspaper forgery," said 
the Countess, when Maria ceased reading. 
'* Moseley would never marry without 
consulting us." 

^' He had so little cause to be satisfied 
when he last consulted us upon the same 
subject," replied the Earl, '' that I should 
not wonder if it prove true." 
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*' A plebeian alliance!" exclaimed the 
Countess. 

• " But a . noble fortune, " rejoined the 
Earl. 

, •* The folks we shall be obliged to asso- 
ciate with !'' reiterated her Ladyship. 

** Are mighty good people in tlieir way, 
I dare say/' answered his Lordship. 

*? The ridicule that will follow us when- 
ever we ippear in public !'' vociferated the 
Countess. 

" Is nothing to the scoffs and sneers' 
that would follow us into Wales," replied 
^he Earl. 

''Very true; your Lordship has acci- 
dentally stumbled upon a palliative. The 
newspaper calls the young person's wealth 
immense, and next to nobility that is cer- 
tainly most desirable." 

^' It ought to carry* the />re/ere«ce in our 
circumstances^ " said the Earl. *^ Had 
Mosel^y married the portionless daughter 
of a peer, instead of being extricated from 
the perpetual plague of duns, we should 
liave been farther involved, in order to 

X 2 
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keep up appearances; and then a journey 
into Wales would have been unavailing," 

*' I declare, my Lord, you speak like an 
oracle ! Thirty thousand will relieve our 
difficulties, and the remainder, ---for a re- 
mainder there must be to some amount, — 
otherwise the word immense is inapplicable, 
will form an establishment for the young 
couple without lessening our own income/' 

Lord Mountcastle smiled at the ease 
with which his Lady appropriated so con- 
biderable a sum; but^ as the idea had 
brought her into good humour, be said 
nothing to overturn it. Moselej^-s own 
servant that moment entered with a letter, 
couched in the most dutiful' atid coticilin*- 
ting terms. The postscript ran thus, " my 
beloved Barbara, as an atonement, she 
says, for intruding into your Lordship's 
family uninvited, incloses an order for 
thirty thousand pounds, to pay oiF incum^ 
br&nces, and to convince her parents, if 
they will allow her to callthem so, that no 
selfish motives governed her choice, and 
that she' cc^nnot be happy whilst any un- 
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easiness, in her power to remove, hangs 
over theml" 

" A noble girl, by my faith !" exclaimed 
the Earl, as he looked at the order. " Our 
tour into Wales, if you are still inclined 
to make one, Countess, may now truly be 
called a party of pleasure." 

This letter caused a total revolution in 
the affairs of his Lordshrp. The solicitor 
who before negociated an accommodation^ 
now made prompt payment of every de- 
mand ; and, the unexampled generosity of 
her daughter - in - law, convinced Lady 
Moun teas tie, that kindness and philaU'^ 
thropy were not confined to nobility i 
though she still maintained, that some of 
the nobkr virtues exclusively belonged to 
them. 

Tlie first of June brought the bridal 
party back to town ; Sir Herbert and Lady 
Huntley, who joined them in Oxfordshire, 
remained the Duke's guests, as did like* 
wise Lady Ann Fitz-York; but Moseley 
^nd his bride repaired immediately to 
3erkeley-$quare, where they had. insured 
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tbemseh^es a reception of the most sub- 
stantial kind. Their welcome from his 
Lordship and Maria sprung from the heart 
and glistened in the eye; but, in her La- 
dyship's manner there was so much efibrt, 
so much studied pains to be agreeable, 
that it fell short of her intention. Mose- 
ley and Barbara^ however, were too happy 
in themselves, to be fastidious about the 
motives of others; so long as she appeared 
satisfied,> they gave l>er full credit for 
being so. 

Every article of court paraphernalia had 
been previously ordered, with a careless* 
ness of expense that did honour to the 
munificence of the good Duke and Du- 
chess. Lady Moseley scarcely yielded to 
her new relative in splendour; and Lady 
Huntley, who made her appearance at St. 
James's, for the first time, wds much/and 
deservedly admired. The Countess, in- 
stead of blushing for her daughter-in-teVs 
want of dignity, was heard to declaiie, that 
considering all things^ her deportment mras 
wonderful; whilst Lady Milford roundljr 
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asserted her superiority to many whd had 
breathed thecoiurt air from their infancy. 
Let it be sufficient to say, in this stage of 
our work, that the young people were all 
graciously received, — that Lady Ann calK 
ed it the proudest day of her life^ — and> 
that the newspapers made amends for for- 
mer neglect, by the most elaborate praise 
of our heroine's person, dress, and behar 
Viour. 

• A congratulatory letter from Mr. Caven- 
dish arriving soon afterwards, with' infor- 
mation that his orders respecting the 
Tower had been faithfully obeyeid, and 
that;it was ready for the reception > of com^ 
pany ; the same party which fornled th^ 
procession into Oxfordshire, with the ad« 
dition of Lord and Lady MountcasUe and 
Maria, proceeded to this ancient seat-of 
the Fitz-Yorks, where open house was kept 
for a fortnight, and liberal donations be- 
stowed upon the poor* v. 

The good VicAr, the worthy Mr. Gas^ 
kell, and Major Stokes, during that period 
almost lived a* the Tower; whither also 
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Mr. and Mrs. Leigh came as often as their 
other avocatioDs would permit Julia's 
delicate, beakb allowed her not to joia the 
gay throng; but Famiy and Rose fre- 
quently stole to the vicarage, and revived 
her sinking spirits by their cheerful con- 
verse. Aunt Susy blessed her stars at their 
approach, and detailed with wonderful 
exactness, the dreams which foretold our 
heroine's elevation ; and the coaches^ and 
chariots with which her tea-cup,, morning 
and night, was filled. The children, §ov 
whom out heroine brought presents of var 
rious descriptions, hupg round her neck 
with, the fondest gratitude for past and 
present benefits; unknowing of her future 
designs in their favour,— designs approved 
both by Leslie and Lady Ann. 

Passing through the church-yard, the 
tecoltectiou of .their juvenile friend, d«ew 
a sigh from Fanny and .Rose. *' Poor 
Harry ! '* ejaculated the former, as shjc 
4irushed away a tear. ** Aye — poor Harry !'' 
responded Rose* ''But we ought rather 
to rejoice than grieve at his death ; since 
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his* attcfchment to his early companion, — 
an attachment formed on the purest esteem* 
and the liveliest friendship, could have 
been attended with nothing but misery 
and disappointment. He was well prepa- 
red t& meet his God at the time of his de- 
partare; but, we none of us know, we 
cannot even guess, how subsequent distress 
mightjiave wrought upon a mind irritable 
and : sens^itive as Henry *s. Perhaps sel!f-' 
destruction — -*' : vw: 

r 

"Ob! stop, my friend P cried VsLXX^fS 
"Finish not a sentence so replete ^ittr 
horror!" ' -"^'* 

Sir Herbert and Leslie gave a timdy 
interruption to this melancholy scenfe, 'by^ 
springing over a low wall, and chiding' 
them for their absence. Fanny smiled 
throiigii her tears at this lively* rebufceV 

* 

and, having explained the fate of the youth* 
whpse memory they were sanctifying; Les*^ 
lie, drawing her arm th rough his, *pr6p<)s6d 
to erect a neat marble mbnmhclht ovet His 
ashes, ab a just tribute tff jiraffse td' deparlV 
ed worth atid ItnSeMC'dVii'tcje; V ' '" 
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Having brought my heroine to the seal 
of her aacestors, and the place of her early 
pilgrimage,— having made her as happy; as 
this transitory ** feverish existence" will ] 
permit, 7- 1 take my leave, with a firm I 
hope, that the relative situation in which ] 
she now stands^ or may hereafter be 
placed, will be as irreproachable as her 
mprning of life; and, that Leslie may ever | 
bless the day which gave to his arm$ a 
lovely unsophisticated female, bred in the 
shades of retirementjf and educated under 
tibe fostering care of a sensible and prudent 
mother. 

JSfinety-nihe readers put of every. huj3- 
drcd will here close the book, and proba- 
bly bless their stars that the tedious work 
is concluded* But have a moment's pa- 
tience. I only want to thank you, kind 
ladies and gentlemen, for the hopour of 
your company through my toilsome expe- 
dition; and to hope the tour has not been 
altogether destitute of instruction or amuse- 
ment Should it unhapfpily have failed in 
both^ my judgment alone is in fault; for 



^ 



THB END. 
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I declare, honestly and candidly, that to 
instil virtue and morality has been my aim, 
however I may have erred in the means. 

If I could hope it would mitigate okn- . \ 

sure, or deprecate criticism, I would own "j 

■ • J) 

these volumes a first literary attempt; but 
no excuse of that kitiid can sanction the 
introduction of a faulty qr improper work, 
much less recommend it 

To the candour of the critics, therefore, 

and the good nature of the public, I 

commit the cause of 

FANNY FITZ-YORK, 

UKIRESS OF TR£MOaN£* 
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